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EDITORIAL
THE VOICE OF MISSIONS IS BACK:
PRAISE THE LORD!

T

he year was 1997. The month was December. The event was the publishing of the
maiden issue of the Voice of Missions. It
was with such great joy, excitement, and
gratitude to the Lord of the Harvest that
the new mouthpiece of mission work in
Ghana was welcomed.
As a publication for cross-cultural missions, the
Voice of Missions (VOM) sought to inform, equip
and inspire and also to challenge and stir up Christians and Churches in Ghana and beyond for the
cause of World Evangelization and the fulfillment
of the Great Commission.

Dr. Seth Kofi Anyomi, who was serving as the
President of GEMA at the time, was the Vision
bearer. He had been burning with a great passion
to see a magazine that solely focused on Missions
being published. As a young mission-minded Journalist twenty-three years ago, I also had a similar
passion and vision. When we first met and discussed this passion, it was obvious the Lord of the
Harvest had brought us together and this dream
finally became a reality.
I was thus privileged by the Grace of God to serve
as the Pioneering Editor. All the Glory goes to
the Most High God for making VOM a reality. A
million thanks once again go to Dr. Anyomi for
the key role he played. We will always acknowledge
and remember him as the Founding Publisher or
Publisher Emeritus. Before the maiden issue came
out, Dr. Anyomi decided that the VOM be placed
under the auspices of GEMA, (the Umbrella Body
of Mission Organizations in Ghana) and it has
remained so since then.
Special thanks also go to Sonlife Press (the Late
Rev Divine P. Kumah and Mrs. Paulina Kumah) for
serving as the Printers and going out of their way to
make the Voice of Missions come out regularly for
some years.
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However, due to certain circumstances, there was
a period when it was no longer published and we
tried to revive it as an E-magazine in 2013 and 2014
and it went “off the radar’ once again.
It is thus with great joy that I announce that the
VOICE OF MISSIONS IS BACK. Hurray!!!! We
now have a formidable and dedicated Editorial
Team and I trust that it will continue unabated
from now onwards. Glory to God!!
In this special issue, we focus on the impact of
the Corona Virus on mission work in Ghana and
around the world and there are many other fabulous articles related to the COVID-19 Pandemic
and our response. The articles will inform, equip,
challenge, provoke ( you unto good works), inspire
and refresh you in challenging times like this. It is
a resource with such valuable materials that you
will be referring to from time to time. A number of
the articles call for action like Prioritizing Prayer,
Disaster Response Plan, Media Response and the
Business/Ministry Continuity Plan amongst others.
Lets please carefully study them and take action as
soon as possible.
A million thanks go to all the Leaders who took
the time to write for this special edition.
God bless you and I trust you will be an avid and
faithful reader and partner of the Voice of Missions.
Shalom!!!
Yours for the cause of the Unreached,

Ray Mensah
Editor

(c) April 2020

Through the Storms of Life:
Doing Missions in times like
this By Sampson Dorkunor
Will your anchor hold in the
storms of life?
When the clouds unfold their
wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and
the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm
remain?

Chorus
We have an anchor that keeps
the soul
Steadfast and sure while the
billows roll;
Fastened to the Rock which
cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the
Saviour’s love!

(Priscilla Jane Owens, 1829-1899).

L

ife is made up of times and
seasons. In a season when
there is massive quarantine, compulsory lockdowns, increasing personal
isolation, business collapse, and stressed health workers,
what can we say?
Economists, educationists, strategists, and expert financial forecasts
are thrown out of gear; job losses
are in the millions worldwide
whilst death tolls reach prophetic
heights (Jeremiah 9:21-24). Researchers and medical scientists
have been stretched to wit’s end but
have not found approved vaccines
yet. The whole world is rocked with
doubts, suspicions, and ‘organized
disruption’. And for what purposes– only the Lord knows.

There are Great Losses

No Retreats, No Surrender

In such illogical moments, we
contemplate spiritual answers;
especially in majority religiously
endemic areas. Anger and frustration rules. Practically, we are aware
of close friends, families, mission
sponsors, missionaries, and people
who are infected or compromised.
Our hearts bleed as we mourn over
the losses suffered and fear there
may be more. We call for God’s
healing hands to touch, comfort,
and restore families to fullness in
Christ Jesus. We ask for health and
resilience in such times, trusting
that with Jesus in the boat we will
smile at the storms.

Missions is our calling. We are
called to be ‘life-savers and divers’
who reach out when the tide is
high and danger looms bigger. It’s
no time to hide. It’s the time to
sound the alarm of His imminent
return and message of HOPE.

Economically, there are millions
of job losses in the United States
of America alone. Imagine the
multiples across the regions, especially its effects on the missionary
world which receives huge financial
support from the richer benevolent
Western missionary enterprise and
faithful indigenous supporters.
In these times, we still praise God
for the risk-loving missionary enterprise which sends out frontline
health workforce. We congratulate
organizations such as Samaritan
Purse and local churches (denominations) pouring out financial
support for personal protective
equipment supplies, medical center
projects, including medical and
scientific research fields around
the world. We praise God for the
spread of the Gospel.

• In this time, some eternal
souls are slipping into eternity without Christ, whilst the
believing dead are waiting for
the resurrection morning when
disease and sorrow shall be no
more.
• Some active missionaries
are stranded and locked out
because of airport closures and
travel bans. Such people need
our PRAYER INTERVENTION and GOD’S PERSONAL
TOUCH.
• Missions has been touched
and changed. What shall we
say to missionaries whose support depends on the ‘suffering’
larger economies, or deprived
smaller economies? Can we
imagine the risks? There are
losses and tragedies. We can
only turn to the Lord of the
Harvest in contemplation.
• The pandemic has equally had impact on churches
planted, disciples raised, and
work established. Public worship services in chapels are on
hold but His church has never
been limited to a gathering.
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The Church has a duality – the
church gathered and the church
dispersed (Acts 8:1; Acts 1:8).
Many believers and disciples
now meet in homes (in countries and communities where
that is still possible) as in the
early church and in perilous
persecution days. There are
moments of contemplation,
meditation, reconnecting with
God, family, and self. These
should be moments of reflection on the word of God, our
missionary methods, rethinking our priorities, and re-strategizing. Through this suspicious
COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS)
pandemic, we need to work at
re-engineering of missions on
several scales.

How prepared are we to tackle
the Unfinished Business?
How united are we in our bid as
the Christian Church to tackle
world situations? What are the
best methods to be employed in
the end-time harvest? Do we still
postpone the second coming of
the Messiah by postponing the
preaching of the Kingdom Gospel
to all nations as a witness (Matthew
24:14; Mark 10:13)? A sinful world
awaits us.

What are we hearing?
a. Are there improved Discipleship Methods and Methodologies that can beat the world’s
systems and persecution?
b. How about the ‘ubiquitous’
technology in missions? All to
soon ‘church’ has gone viral?
How about the Gospel traveling
daily through social media to
unsaved hearts?
c. Can we intentionally train
and release a larger workforce –
even from the mega Church?
d. Are there any lessons from
the personality cults and its

6
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impacts on church life?
e. Can the leadership (the
five-fold ministry) get back
to its original ministry focus
of “equipping the saints for
the work of the ministry?” –

Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 2:2;
Matthew 28:19-20.

I believe that personal relationship
with God is inevitable in these
times. The individual must stand
in the absence of the crowd. We
must contemplate how to invest in
each member in the congregation
to become God-centred and Bible-centred. Furthermore, we must
also contemplate our source(s) of
support. As long-distance support
is cut off and members’ economies
shatter through job losses, we must
rely on the Lord our Provider!
Exercising faith in Him is unavoidable.

Where Do We Stand? How
Prepared Are We?
• Aside the pandemic, one
thing is very clear– there are
multitudes still in the valley
of decision. Fear is apparent
and prevalent as the pandemic.
But we must have a different
story to tell – we have a God of
hope (Jeremiah 31:17). Doubts
must not hold sway over God’s
Sovereignty. We shouldn’t be

those who openly underrate the
POWER OF PRAYER and opt
for exclusive medical prescriptions. There is ample evidence
of God’s victory over pandemics and trouble (Psalm 124:6-8;
Psalm 91).

• Are the multitudes on our
membership registers still in
the valley of decision and have
not yet encountered the Saviour of their souls? It is time for
sober reflection on our discipleship methods. Have faiths
been deepened enough so we
can have captains to steer God’s
church when we are in dispersion and persecution? There
are fears of being introduced
to the challenge of a possible
after effect – the persecution
of the Church. Many have
associated the pandemic with
the anti-Christ and his agenda.
Do we have a prepared Church
(not beautiful buildings) strong believers in the merits
of the Kingdom message? We
need people who can march
the streets and pathways to
announce Jesus – willing to pay
the price for their faith.
• Jesus was very clear as to
how this world will come to a
close and the Anti-Christ will
be in charge of world affairs –
when the Gospel of the Kingdom is preached, and the Holy

Spirit of grace is lifted from the earth (Matthew
24:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:7). Can we face the coming

tide of persecution when it is released in times
like these or a little while from now?

What Is The Way Forward?

on verse 9). It is time for the whole wide world
to look up to Jesus on the Cross and be saved.
Healing and health are prophetically embedded
in Him (Isaiah 53:5). My personal prayer is that as
we celebrate Jesus the PASSOVER LAMB, COVID 19 will be dealt a fatal blow.

1. An encounter with God is necessary – The
Bible has prolific records of pandemics, epidemics, pestilences, and dangers. Men sought the face
of God in such terrible times. Moses is a typical
example of PRAYER. From Exodus 12 and 13,
we learn Israel was spared death through the
institution of the PASSOVER. Every single soul
that obeyed God’s INSTRUCTION to Moses and
followed His directions was saved. In the wilderness, famine and thirst confronted the people of
God and through His instruction, generations
were spared. Whilst encountering death through
snake bites, God answered Moses’ prayer and
instructed him again to make and hang a bronze
serpent for deliverance.

2. From the Biblical perspective, there is always
an agreement to carrying out an instruction. In
times like these, there are the observables – the
do’s and don’ts related to the pandemic. Medical
and scientific instructions have been issued based
on the discoveries and previous knowledge on
how the pandemic spreads and destroys lives. Issues such as keeping spatial distance, handwashing/sanitizing (basic hygiene), physical exercise,
and good dieting systems are recommended. All
these have been discussed on missions’ member
care sessions we held over the years. Let us do
our best to abide by these protocols and make
provisions for better living conditions.

They pleaded for their sins, repented, and waited
on God. “So Moses made a bronze serpent, and
put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had
bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze
serpent, he lived” (Numbers 21:4-9 – emphasis

3. Biblical Mandates – TRUSTING THE
UNCHANGING WORD – Psalm 91; Isaiah 53.
Internalizing the eternal truths are still a forceful way to strengthen our inner man against
spiritual, psychological, and physical breakdowns. Reading the word, studying, meditations,
Special Edition 2020 | The Voice of Missions
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and reflections over the written
word give greater hopes of survival.
4. Interpersonal Support
Systems and MemberCare. The
Apostle Paul was an encourager par excellence who did a
lot from a distance. He mostly
wrote to friends, members, and
co-workers. I think it is time to
send emails, WhatsApp messages, call people, use Zoom,
Skype or Facebook or the other
available technology for member care. Show love and explore
each other’s welfare. I was
blessed I could hear the voices
of friends or read their messages
on family health status across
the globe. The joy of sharing
with each other what the Lord

is doing and has done in our
lives is powerful in handling life
stresses and challenges such as
the pandemic of Coronavirus.
5. Intercession for one another.
We cannot know everything
about each other and country’s
condition in times of crisis but
there is a God who is all-knowing/Omniscient and He is
the Jehovah Shammah who is
present everywhere. Through
intercession, He intervenes in
national and personal affairs.
We have a duty towards each
other and it is amazing what
your prayer can do for me.
6. Spiritual Warfare Prayer. It
is clear that we don’t live in a
vacuum. The world’s system is
subject to cosmic powers. We

Pray..
Pray for Christian Missionary groups/
individuals around the world:
demonstrating the Gospel through
medical missions/equipment, donations,
and direct involvement on the front
lines. PRAY SPECIFICALLY FOR
PERSONS STRANDED, ISOLATED,
QUARANTINED, AND MOURNING TO
EXPERIENCE THE LOVE OF JESUS JOHN 16:33

8
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don’t understand everything
that happens around us. It is
time we go back to the scriptural mandate to engage the forces
of darkness and plead the blood
of the Lamb over world history.
And in such times, putting on
the whole armour of God is
essential and all-embracing as it
covers our whole being. Ephe-

sians 6:10-18.

In conclusion, our greatest hope is
Jesus Christ who alone is the Rock
of Ages, the Anchor of Hope, and
our Eternal Refuge (Proverbs 10:28;
Ps. 46; Phil 4:6-8). God bless you.
____________________________
Rev Sampson Dorkunor is the
Founder and General Overseer
of the Living Bread Mission
as well as the Director of the
Association of Community
Missionaries. Amongst other
key leadership roles, he served
as the 2nd President of GEMA.
Sampson is a prolific writer and
an Editorial Consultant for the
Voice of Missions. He is married to Janet and they are both
actively involved in missions.
Email: sdorkunor@gmail.com

Responding to pandemics
from a Christian perspective;
then and now By Vincent Anane Denteh

The 1918 “Spanish Influenza” Pandemic - Picture Source: Influence Magazine

T

he infection and spread of the novel coronavirus or COVID-19 has been declared
by the World Health Organization (WHO)
as a global pandemic. This development
brings to attention the need to examine the
meaning of the term “pandemic,” its historical trajectory in the world, and how Christians
have dealt with it - both in the past and present.
Pandemic is classically defined as “an epidemic occurring worldwide, or over a very wide area, crossing international boundaries and usually affecting
a large number of people” (Kelly 2011).
The above definition of the term “pandemic” gives
us much insight into the fact that the novel coronavirus is indeed a global pandemic of our day. The
mass hysteria, uncertainties, and anxieties caused by
this pandemic appear to be a litmus test of the faith
and conduct of contemporary Christianity because
this is the first time, we are recording a pandemic
of this nature in recent times affecting many countries across the globe. Although HIV/AIDS is also a
pandemic, the way of contracting it is different from
that of the COVID-19.
It is, therefore, the focus of this article as a matter of
public interest to examine the historical trajectory
of how Christians responded to some pandemics or
plagues in the past. I will attempt to juxtapose the
findings with our understanding of the coronavirus
pandemic and the way we should conduct ourselves
in combating the disease.

Historical Perspective of Global Pandemics
While this article does not intend to catalogue all
the pandemics in history, a few of them have been
listed for our reflection. Pandemics have destroyed
millions of lives across the globe so the declaration
of COVID-19 by WHO as a pandemic should be an
issue of grave concern of every person. For example,
in a data released by the World Economic Forum
(2020), the Antonine Plague (165 - 180) killed five
million people, Plague of Justinian (541 – 542) killed
between 30 and 50 million while the Black Death
or Bubonic Plague (1347 – 1351) killed 200 million
of the world’s population at the time. The small pox
disease in 1520 killed 56 million people while it is
indicated that HIV/AIDS disease that began in 1981
has also killed between 25 and 35 million people
and still counting.
One of the most dangerous pandemics in the twentieth century was the Spanish Flu (1918 – 1919)
which ruined many cities in the world with a death
toll between 40 and 50 million. Some scholars have
even stated that the death toll of this pandemic was
about 100 million people. Apart from some of these
major pandemics, there were others such as The
Seventeenth Century Great Plagues (1600) with a
death toll of three million, Cholera Three Outbreak
(1852 - 1860) which killed one million, Cholera Six
Outbreak (1817 - 1923) with a death toll of 800,000,
and The Third Plague (1855) which killed 12 million
people. >>>
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According to Patterson (1983:485502), the Gold Coast also had
its share of a very high death toll
caused by the global influenza epidemic or Spanish Flu in 1918-19.
Patterson indicates that within six
months, the pandemic had killed
between 80,000 and 100,000 people
in the Gold Coast. The impact of
this lethal disease was so serious
that 2.4 million Africans lost their
lives; nearly two percent of Africa’s
population at the time. Out of this
number, 2.2 million deaths occurred in sub-Saharan Africa (Phillips 2014). Why is this information
necessary to us today? It is just to
inform us of how serious global
pandemics can be in the African
continent, just as the other continents of the world, so that we can
take every necessary precautions
against the spread of COVID-19
as we pray to the Lord to avert any
further catastrophe that the disease
intends to unleash to the world.
In more recent times, there have
been some pandemics such as
the Asian Flu (1956 - 1958) with
a death toll of two million, and
the Hong Kong Flu (1968 - 1970)
which also killed One million
people. The world has also recorded other pandemics such
as the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome - SARS (2002 - 2003),
Swine Flu (2009 - 2010), and Ebola
(2014 - 2016) which killed 770;
200,000, and 11,300 people respectively (World Economic Forum,
2020). These are not an exhaustive
list of pandemics and plagues that
ravaged lives in the world. One
particular situation that ought to
be identified with all these pandemics is the long period some
of them took to subside. The least
was one year, but very devastating.
This should make us intensify our
effort and prayer meant to control
the rapid spread of the COVID-19
because it may have the potential
of being active for a longer period. Thus, as a global pandemic,
COVID-19 is not something to be
underestimated.
10
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It can be seen from the devastations
of the above-listed pandemics that
in such situations, every person
may be a potential victim, irrespective of one’s geographical location
or social background. The novel
coronavirus is a pandemic because
it could not be contained within
a particular geographical area but
travels across frontiers to unleash
terror against people both far and
near.
Today some people boast of the
advancement of technology and
the excessive knowledge of humanity to be able to deal with every
situation that confronts us. However, little did they envisage that the

ancient phenomenon of global pandemic could resurface to cause havoc to the peace and stability of the
world. Till now, there is no vaccine
or medication to cure COVID-19.
Sadly, world leaders and scientists
have all been brought to their knees
by the threats of COVID-19. They
have not been able to assure the
world of a specific timeline that the
disease will be completely eradicated for lives and businesses to return
to normalcy. This is how vulnerable
we are as humans!
In fact, the effect of COVID-19 has
been obvious with no segment of
society left unaffected, including
religious activities, businesses,

Some items donated by the Methodist Church Ghana - Picture Source: graphic.com.gh

education, travel, tourism, and the
general social lives of people. The
world appears to be experiencing
a lockdown. While some countries
are already experiencing serious
humanitarian crises, others are
totally confused and bracing themselves up for the worse situation
to happen in the days ahead. In
the midst of this hopelessness and
the fear that has stalked society,
in which way can the church also
provide leadership? If the world
is in a lockdown, are the mercies
and love of God too locked down?
Absolutely No!

What did the Church do in
the Past?
It is appropriate to draw inferences from how our past Christian
compatriots conducted themselves
when they were hit by plagues and
pandemics so that we can relate
it to our response to COVID-19.
In the past, Christians stood very
strong in pandemic situations to
the extent that the church continued to grow and we shall take one
example for our case study.
In 250 AD, the Roman Empire was
ravaged by a plague known as, >>>

The Plague of Cyprian (249–262
AD) which was so dangerous that
it could kill about 5,000 people a
day in Rome. During the plague,
Saint Cyprian (ca. 200 – 258 AD) of
Carthage preached to the Christian
community to overcome the terror
of death caused by the pandemic
and demonstrate their Christian
virtues and benevolence. The
response of Christians in that situation culminated in church growth,
despite the fact that the church was
also affected by the plague.
Dionysius (ca. 200 – 265 AD), the
bishop of Alexandria admonished
believers at the time to be very
strong with their faith and minister the love and mercy of Christ
to people in the face of the crisis,
“May we—with our own pandemic—live out the wisdom and way
of Jesus before a watching world.”
He testified about the Christians,
thus, “heedless of the dangers, took
charge of the sick, attending to
their every need” (Stone 2020).
To put their Christian values and
Kingdom Principles into practice, Christians at the time braced
themselves up in the face of the
plague and attended to the sick
and provided care for the destitute. While non-Christians were
hopeless and helpless as they ran
away from their sick relatives and
friends, Christians showed the love
and mercy of Christ. Their kind
gestures and heroic demonstration
of faith combined with virtues won
the admiration of many people (including those perceived to be their
enemies) resulting in their massive
conversion to Christianity. In times
of crisis the Good News about
Christ must be the hope of everyone as the past Christians did.

our faith? Obviously, now we have
health professionals who have been
well-trained to handle COVID-19
patients so there is the need for us
to abide strictly by all the health
and medical experts’ advice about
the disease. The point, however, is
how can we be of help to society as
Christians in the face of our present
situation?
Are we ready to open our homes
for home cell and Bible study
programmes as a response to Jesus’
statement that “For where two or
three have gathered together in My
name, I am there in their midst”?
(Matt. 18:20 cf. Heb. 10:25). The
fact is that our times are different
from that of the past, but there is
still something we can also do today to put our faith into practice.
The closure of businesses and
lockdowns of many people at their
various homes to stop the spread of
the disease may make life difficult
for the poor and needy in society.
Are we ready to share some foodstuffs with them, particularly our
neighbours or colleagues who may
run out of food and other basic
needs of life? In which way can
we express the true love of Christ
to other people in these desperate
times, particularly to provide a social safety net for the poor and the
needy? What about the assistance
that can help health professionals,
particularly those under resourced

to deliver their services efficiently? It should be noted that the
author does not intend to suggest
everything that ought to be done
as Christians in the face of COVID-19, but let us reflect on them to
identify the best response in our
local context.

A pragmatic approach
towards COVID-19
Relative to the situation of COVID-19, various positive responses
have been identified in the church
– the universal Christian fraternity. Among many of them are
the words of encouragement from
eminent people of God such as
Saint Cyprian and Bishop Dionysius as quoted above. Apostle Eric
Kwabena Nyamekye in his circular
letter in March 2020 to The Church
of Pentecost (CoP) writes, “As you
may be aware, the [World Health
Organization] WHO has declared
the coronavirus a pandemic; that
is, it has become a global challenge.
But we believe that in times like
this we need not live in fear and
panic or spread anxiety.” Apostle
Nyamekye urged Christians to
draw strength from Psalm 91:5, 6,
“You will not fear the terror of the
night, the arrow that flies by day,
the plague that stalks in darkness,
or the pestilence that ravages at
noon” (HCSB). >>>

What can we also do to help people
in need in our present situation
of COVID-19? Are we to deny
people of our support for fear of
being infected with the disease or
we will extend the love of Christ
to society in these trying times of
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The Chairman of CoP has also
asked Christians to cooperate
with the (or their) government(s)
regarding precautionary measures
put in place to combat the spread
of the disease. This is very important because as a global pandemic,
COVID-19 has spread to every
continent. The infection rate may
go very high, if we refuse to be precautious. Thus, while there is the
need for Christians to worship God
as well as caring for others, they
are to be precautious. It is good to
reflect on Paul’s admonishing in
Ephesians 5:15, “Be very careful,
then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise” (ESV). Vigilance
and attitudinal change in terms of
hygiene and sanitation is crucial in
this regard. There is also the need
to remain cautious by avoiding
anything or place that have the potential to infect us with this lethal
virus. It, therefore, ought to be reiterated that fundamental etiquettes
on hygiene and sanitation should
be crucial for the pragmatic measures in responding to COVID-19.
Another pragmatic approach
adopted by the church today is the
use of electronic media for worship,
particularly social media, television, and radio. This approach is
very significant at a time that large
gatherings in church buildings are
restricted as part of the measures
adopted to control the spread of
COVID-19. This method is in a
sharp contrast to the past prac-

tices during which technological
advancement to facilitate communication of the gospel was very low
when compared to the present. As
a result, various religious leaders
today have urged their followers to
use the electronic media in propagating the gospel. In addition to
the propagation of the gospel, there
is the need for Christians to help
educate people on expert advice
about COVID-19. Not all our people are well-informed of the current
situation and have the capacity to
handle the challenges associated
with it; so, we have the responsibility in educating them.

the only hope left is the salvation
of Christ. Thus, in situations like
this, prayer, study of God’s Word,
personal devotional life, total
dependence on God’s grace, and
witnessing the gospel to others in
need of Christ are vital in the individual Christian’s life. We should
not lose faith in the Lord as we take
consolation from Paul’s statement
in Romans 8:35-39, which indicates
that nothing can separate us from
the love of God. Surely, we shall
overcome the coronavirus pandemic as it happened in history of
Christianity. We must, however, ensure that all directives from experts,
authorities, and the leadership of
our churches are obeyed. “For with
God nothing shall be impossible”
(Lk. 1:37, KJV).

Today, cities are in a lockdown,
businesses are shutdown, gates to
people’s houses are closed, and the
streets are empty. It has been realised that these are part of measures
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Editors Note: This article was
first published on the Ghanaweb
portal. It is used by the permission
of the author.

Tips on how to make the
best of the lockdown season
By Rhoda Oluwakemi Appiah

U

nfortunately, the world has been hit with
a pandemic. We can’t comprehend why it
is here but we can choose to make the best
of the season. Below are some helpful tips
for the season:

•
Spend time to reflect on your life. Every
area of life: Spiritual, Social, Emotional, and Financial etc. Do you need to retrace your step, make
some adjustments or commitments or take some
new steps?
•
Proclaim a personal fast. Pray and stay in
God’s presence to hear from Him, not just to talk
to Him. Pray also for Missionaries and Unreached
People Groups.
•
Spend time with your spouse (if married).
talk, play, re-live old memories, plan and pray.
•
Give a focused attention to your children especially your teenagers (also, if you have a
troubled child). Get to know your children through
observation and relax conversation. It’s one of the
investments of time you will never regret.
•
Clean-up. Do house clean-ups, especially,
your children’s room, kitchen or where you deem
fit.
•
Take a look at your wardrobe. Rearrange
your wardrobe, free your suitcase, you will be
amazed at the number of clothes you have not
worn in six months. It’s time to pack them as relief
items for mission.

Photo Source: Foumi via Iwaria

•
Read a book, and build up yourself. Biography of missionaries will make an interesting
reading; I will like to recommend God’s Generals by
Roberts Liardon and others like From Jerusalem to
Iran Jaya by Ruth Tucker or any Missionary Biographies that you can access even online.
•
Family time. Together with your family,
create time within this season to pray for the current
global pandemic (COVID-19), pray for missionaries
especially those facing persecution and pray for the
unreached groups around the world. ‘Operation
World’ a prayer journal, will be of great help.
•
Watch interesting and edifying movies for
relaxation.
•
Try a new meal, and give your family a
threat. A new meal does not necessarily have to cost
much. All you need is a creative and an adventurous
mind.
•
Check up on friends, especially old friends.
Call or send a message to a friend, pray with him or
her to give them hope.
•
Update Resume and online profile or portals
such as linked-in.
•
Give. Give sacrificially to people you know or
think might be in need at this season.
With these tips, you can enjoy and not endure the
season. God bless you.
© 2020 kemiappiah@gmail.com
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What Missionaries Are Doing
Globally For Their Communities Amid The COVID-19
Pandemic By George Gumah

T

he novel coronavirus, also known as the
COVID-19 pandemic has proved the worth
and importance of life. This is evident in
how almost every activity – economic,
political, sports, religious, etc. have been
halted to protect life and bring an end to the
pandemic.

The president of Ghana made a profound statement
that “we know how to bring the economy back to
life. What we do not know is how to bring people
back to life”. This places a high priority on life and
how to ensure that people are sustained and well
catered for in times like this. No one person, organization or government can bring the required relief
to people all around the world.
Missionaries may not have huge funds to donate
to hospitals and other health facilities to combat
the fight against the virus but it is significant to
understand how God is using missionaries across
14
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the globe in various capacities. Missionaries have
proved that they are not only concerned about the
salvation of people but their total well-being.
The sudden and unannounced occurrence of the
virus in many countries has shaken people, economies, societal bonds and showed how vulnerable the
world is. In this article, I want to expose a few ways
missionaries are affecting their communities.
The activities of many missionaries around the
world may go unnoticed and thus these points are
not exhaustive. Unknown to us, God may be doing
some marvelous things we are oblivious of. This is
to encourage all missionaries that all hope is not lost
and that we can contribute in our way, no matter
how small it may be in these times - “Ketewa biara
nsua” meaning nothing is too small to help. As
Mother Theresa rightly put it “there are no great
things, only small things with great love. Happy are
those.” >>>

Missionaries all over the world are
observing the trends of the spread
of the virus and are complying with
guidelines prescribed by health officials on how to address the growing
pandemic. While many missionaries
have decided to stay where they
are before countries closed their
borders, some have returned to their
home countries for many reasons
beyond them.
Many others are also serving in their
home countries and have no option
but to stay. No matter their location, missionaries have remained
committed and focused on finding
innovative ways of staying in touch
with their disciples, Church members and affecting their communities both spiritually, psychologically
and materially. Among the many
ways missionaries across the world
are impacting society, here are some
few that are worth sharing.
1. Amid fear, missionaries are
helping neighbors find peace and
the love of God as the world is
in chaos, confusion, and uncertainty. People are helpless and
depressed. The message of hope
through phone calls, WhatsApp
and other social media platforms
is increasingly being helpful
for missionaries to reach out to
members of their communities
and also people they are sharing
the gospel with. A neighbor (not
a believer) of a missionary “felt
very disturbed by daily news reports of the massive loss of lives
as a result of COVID-19. She was
anxious over loss of income….
in the wake of the lockdown
and asked why the missionary
did not seem perturbed. What a
glorious moment it was for the
missionary to share the peace
that Christ gives….” Please pray
for this neighbor that the Holy
Spirit will stir in her heart a
longing for the peace of God.
2. Helping the Poor and vulnerable: The COVID-19 has shown
how we have a lot of susceptible

people in the world. We are going
to have to live with this virus for
quite some time. What would it
mean to provide for the needs of
the poor around us? Most missionaries are living and serving
among deprived communities
with the greatest need not only
in terms of the gospel but also in
poor living conditions.
Some missionaries are cooking
for street dwellers and the poor
in their communities. Others are
providing clothing and shelter
to those who need them. This,
in some places, is not done on a
large scale but Mother Theresa
rightly said: “if you can’t feed a
hundred people, then feed just
one”.
CAPRO Missionaries at Wulensi in Northern Ghana are now
producing nose-masks and hand
sanitizers and distributing it for
free in some of the surrounding
communities while also educating
them on COVID-19.
A missionary in Asia shared how
he had a call from a neighbor
who “expressed fear and helplessness, not just about the virus
but also about losing her job”. As
the missionary prayed with her,
he encouraged her and made a
little donation for groceries. This
may be a seemingly insignificant
act but it brought great relief and
comfort for this neighbor.
3. Being an example of obedience to authority and leadership:
These are times many people
break the rules and directives in
their given countries, states and
communities. This makes the
virus difficult to be managed and
controlled. As agents of change
in the world, missionaries have
sought to comply in their various communities to serve as an
example to many others who are
looking up to them.
4. Using their professions to
help their communities is another way missionaries are serving

their communities. A missionary
with an engineering background
designed handwashing machines
and placed them at transport stations in the country he is serving.
This act of professionalism and
kindness attracted the attention
of the government and this is
replicated across the country.
Medical Missionaries also continue to serve around the world
as always treating the sick as well
as those infected by the Coronavirus. What skill do you have as
a missionary? This could be very
helpful in your society in times
like this.
5. Advocacy and awareness creation. Missionaries are sensitizing
and enlightening church members and whole communities on
the virus, risk behaviors, how the
virus spreads and how to keep to
basic personal hygiene. Some of
them are collaborating with local
authorities to educate community
members.
Remember as you serve your community with your skills and profession in these perilous times you are
indirectly serving God. This should
be an encouragement to other missionaries in Ghana about what they
can do where ever they are located.
Missionaries should continue praying for all people in their community
and be prepared in every avenue to
share the hope they have in Christ (1
Peter 3:15). Meanwhile, we should
do this by observing the required
physical distancing measures.
George Gumah is a young missionary married to Joanna. He
serves with Pioneers-Africa mission agency and volunteers as
the Director of Research for the
Ghana Evangelical Mission Association (GEMA). His interests
are in research, writing, development and caring for the well-being of missionaries. George is
also the Research Editor of the
Voice of Missions.
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Source of Light Ministry’s
intervention for schools

S

ource of Light Ghana is going to provide
Junior High Schools in the SOGAKOPE
District who have registered to write the
BECE Exams free Veronica Bucket sets with
Hand Sanitisers and Liquid Soap as the
Lord provides the funding

This will be done in partnership with the GES
SOUTH TONGU DISTRICT, SOGAKOPE and the
GHANA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE
SCHOOLS, SOGAKOPE DISTRICT as well as THE
ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL, SOGAKOPE CHAPTER.
We have so far received 20% funding through
SOURCE OF LIGHT, USA.
Pray that remaining the funding will soon be received as these items can still be used in our schools
even after COVID-19.
Editors Note: If you would like to support
Source of Light to undertake this timely
venture, please contact Rev. Daniel Sappor on
+233.24.464.1583 or through - email: ghana@
sourcelight.org
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How the church in Ghana is
responding to the COVID-19
Pandemic By By Joseph Nyamison, Kenneth
Attobrah-Apraku & Priscilla Kyei-Baffour

O

ne of the things that raise the anxiety
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic is
how it has brought many activities considered to be integral to daily living to an
abrupt end. In a turbulent 4-month period, the virus has stormed through almost
every nation on earth and left in its wake the debris
of disrupted social, economic and recreational
plans. And the church has not been spared.

On Sunday, the 15th of March, 2020, President Akuffo-Addo instituted a ban on mass gatherings that
effectively prohibited church meetings after Ghana
recorded her first few cases of the coronavirus infection. The decision was not popular. Many people
had not anticipated that move, at least not that early.
Prior to the first case of COVID-19 being recorded
in the country, many Ghanaians, inside and outside
the church, didn’t think it was something we had
to be worried about. In the church, pastors began

to lead their congregations in prayer for countries
where the virus was having a field day and to pray
that it will pass us over. Just like Ebola. In March,
many congregations were given information on and
tips to prevent the infection, including the proper
way to wash hands with soap and running water, but
it still felt as though we were only commiserating
with the rest of the world.
So when the first two cases of the coronavirus infection in Ghana were reported on the 12th of March,
not many could have predicted that church meetings
were going to be canceled in three days. Indeed, the
decision was met with some resistance initially from
a few quarters.
The Ghana Charismatic Bishops’ Conference
released a statement in which they condemned the
closing of churches while night clubs and bars were
going to be allowed to operate, although they commended the President for taking efforts to keep the

Rev Morris Appiah, General Secretary of ICGC making a presentation to the Chief of Staff, Madam Akosua Frema Opare. Source: Citinews
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spread of the virus in check.
However, the Ghana Pentecostal and Charismatic
Council (GPCC) and the National Association of
Charismatic and Christian Churches (NACCC)
soon released a joint statement in which they expressed their intent to comply with the government’s
directives and to lend their support in any way they
could.

in the country. He also presented 30 boxes of Salem
Mineral Water which is produced by the Presbyterian Church as well as 30 cartons of soft drinks.
The Maker’s Chapel International, headed by Dr.
Michael Boadi Nyamekye, has also begun a van
service that delivers cooked food, water, and hand
sanitizers to people in Accra at their location. The
number to call is ‘0208159507’. Rev Gideon Dan-

Rt. Rev. Prof J.O.Y Mante and other leaders of PCG making the presentation to the Greater Accra Regional Director of
Health Services, Dr. Charity Sarpong. Source: PCG website

With time, it has become clear to the church the dire
repercussions of the pandemic, not only in terms
of health but also on the livelihood of the ordinary
Ghanaian. And the church’s response has been swift,
significant and commendable.

so-led Empowerment Worship Centre (EWC) also
has a hotline (0551000002) which people can call
when they need food items.

The donations by the church has not been limited to
food only. According to an article on myjoyonline.
The majority of the church’s intervention has been
com, the Church of Pentecost has allocated 10 vans
the provision of food items for the
to the National Commission on Civic
The numbers to call if you
needy.
Education (NCCE) to aid the agenneed food items are Dr. Boadi
cy in educating the public about the
Some congregations of the mainNyamekye - 0208159507,
coronavirus, in addition to donating
Rev Gideon Danso line churches have been involved in
50 Personal Protective Equipment and
providing food for their members and 0551000002. Only call if you
Gh¢20,000 to the Ministry of Health,
genuinely need food items.
the needy in their communities. The
in liaison with the Tobinco PharmaChrist’s Family Congregation of the Presbyterian
ceuticals.
Church of Ghana, North Kaneshie, donated some
The International Central Gospel Church (ICGC)
food items and sanitizers, while the Emmanuel
and the Triumphant Baptist Church Kwadaso, KuSociety of the Methodist Church
masi, through the Ghana BapGhana in Suame, Kumasi has put
tist Convention) each donated
in place a similar plan.
Gh¢100,000 into the COVID-19
National Trust Fund whilst the
The Moderator of the General AsAnglican Church donated GH¢
sembly of the Presbyterian Church
60,000.
of Ghana, the Rt. Rev Prof J.O.Y
The Methodist Church, Ghana
Mante recently presented the first
also presented several items
of 100 lunches that the Presbyteriincluding thermometers, large
an Church plans to provide daily
quantiles of hygiene materifor the medical staff working at
als, gloves, face masks, etc and
the three designated health centers
cheques totalling GH¢ 200,000 to
managing the Coronavirus cases
18
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the Ministry of Health and three other Institutions.
This list is by no means exhaustive as more churches
and Christian Organizations keep making donations
by the day but it is certainly representative of the
laudable efforts put in by the church and her leaders
to aid Ghana’s fight against the coronavirus.
Yet the church also has to look to herself and find
solutions to some of the problems that have arisen
because of the pandemic.
Almost universal in every pep talk one will hear
at this moment is “we are not in ordinary times.”
That is certainly true for all facets of society and the
church is not exempted. We cannot hold regular
meetings anymore. No Sunday divine services nor
Wednesday mid-week services. No Youth camps, no
conferences.
For each of these meetings organized is a motive
and the current conditions mean that these aims are
bottlenecked. The losses come to the church leaders
and church members alike in different ways.

Mountains are meant to be climbed and rivers to
be crossed. The mandate of the church shall not be
abandoned and the gap COVID-19 is driving into the
church is continually being bridged in many ways.
Telecommunication has never been this important to
the church. Almost every church is engaging members on TV and or Social media platforms which is
the way to go since the buildings are closed. “Asgard
is not a place, it’s a people”, as Thor mentioned well
in the Thor Ragnorok movie so much applies to the
church now – the church is not the physical building,
it’s the people.
The social media platforms employed are also interactive and can have church members having all sorts
of conversations that they would have if they were
meeting in person. So much is not lost if there is a
will. Social interactions just got better on social media
and the church can take advantage of this.

On the matter of finances, we believe electronic-giving is the way to go. People have bought all sorts of
things online from gadgets to junk food with e-wallets
and particularly in Ghana, mobile money has almost
Communal worship is being
become a basic necessity of life. What
missed, the sense of community
it means is that the church member
COVID-19 and lockdown
at church when one meets folks at
who understands giving and tithing
measures have pushed
church on another Sunday mornwill not even wait for a Sunday to
churches out of buildings
ing after service is being missed.
give. The church runs on money and
but the churches are alive
That conference on Evangelism
so the necessary secure avenues that
as ever and even taking
and Apologetics did not come off
can be employed to receive money
over the waves.
and the one on Relationships has
from the people who want to give
should be unleashed.
been postponed indefinitely. I’m sure people had
plans about what to learn or gain from a program
Maintenance work will have to be done, church workthat is not coming off anymore.
ers will have to be paid, church service broadcast online and on TV will have to be paid for, the needy and
Imagine being a church leader, used to having
helpless in the church will have to be catered for. One
meetings Monday to Sunday and planning for your
must not think that offertory is only given because
church, and all of a sudden there’s no such activithey attended a Sunday service or a midweek service.
ty. The bustling auditorium is now only seats and
It can be given anytime.
musical instruments. You love to interact with your
sheep but you don’t remember the last time you saw
COVID-19 and lockdown measures have pushed
your people all together again singing praise and
churches out of buildings but the churches are alive
worshipping in unison, yeah, you are not God but
as ever and even taking over the waves. Therefore, we
you miss this on behalf of God. And the big hit, the
do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
offertory. You will miss it if you are a church leadperishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day
er. How will you take care of the utilities and the
by day. The physical church may be challenged but the
maintenance of devices and gadgets, and continue
digital church is thriving day by day to the Glory of
helping the needy who are in the church?
God.
A new financial obligation to the churches has been
joining the trendy – going digital, as a solution that
will be addressed in the next section. Churches now
have to buy airtime on TV and Radio or hold Facebook live and YouTube live church sessions. None
of these comes cheap, especially with the TV and
Radio stations if the church wants a wider reach and
has to book more than one media house.

Dr. Joe Nyamison, Dr. Ken Attobrah-Apraku, and Dr.
Priscilla Yaa Kyei-Baffour are Graduates of the University of Ghana Medical School and newly Inducted
Medical Doctors who have a great passion for both
missions and writing. Together they seek to see a
new generation of exceptional, godly and missional
Christian leaders emerge. They also all serve as Contributing Editors of the Voice of Missions.
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Prayer is still the Key The Importance of Prayer in
Missions By Daniel Hyde Appiah

T

“In our lifetime, wouldn’t it be sad if we spent more TIME having meetings
or attending conferences or busy with a Facebook post or watching movies…
(emphasis is mine) than praying for world missions?” - Dave Davidson

he Psalmist declared in
Psalm 2:8 “Ask of me, and
I will make the nations
your inheritance, the ends
of the earth your possession.” We should pray
about missions unti l it becomes
a priority! We may not personally be able to take the good news
abroad, but we can all pray in such
a way that regions in Ghana and
abroad are affected. Prayer needs
no passport, visa or work permit.

Much of the history of missions
could be written in terms of God
moving in response to persistent
prayer. Elijah prayed seven times
before the little cloud appeared in
the dry sky, signaling the coming
“great rain” upon their famished
land (1 Kings 18:41-45). Which of
the seven prayers brought the rain?
Was it the first or the fifth of the
seventh prayer? What if Elijah had
given up after Prayer No 6? Would
there have been a seventh prayer

without a sixth? Could the first six
prayers have been wasted prayers
without the seventh? How many
prayers will make the nations your
inheritance, the ends of the earth
your possession?
This also applies to our prayers for
God’s intervention in the COVID-19 pandemic. Maybe we have
seen the number of infections
rise especially in Europe and the
United States and other places as
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we have continued to pray. That
is instead of the rate of infection
decreasing it is rather increasing at
top speed across the world. Nevertheless, we cannot give up or throw
in the towel and we cannot be
discouraged or lower our fervency
of prayer and fasting, This is not
the time for that. Like Elijah, we
have to pray until there is a manifestation of what we have been
praying for.
Peter, therefore, was kept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the church unto God for
him (Acts 12:5). If it says that the
Church had been praying “without
ceasing,” that would mean that the
prayer vigil in Acts 12 had been
merely one in a series of other
prayers. That vigil was probably
the eventual last lap in a continuing
prayer relay in which the praying
women at Mark’s mother’s house
had been the finishers.
What if, after the many previous
prayers by other saints, those
women had not been there to
finish their lap that night? What

22
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if…? What might have happened
to Peter if that prayer watch that
night had been blank? Would Peter
have been killed the following day,
meaning a waste of all the previous prayer investments? Until the
UPG’s turn at our doors we should
not cease to pray. We may have to
give to the nations through intense
spiritual labour. “…Will the earth
be brought forth in one day? Or
will a nation be born at once? For
Zion travailed and also brought
forth her sons.” Isaiah 66:8

Prayer as Rebellion
Jesus’ parable in Luke 18:1-8 talks
about a woman who made not just
a petition but ceaseless petitions
to her judge, and eventually got a
favourable hearing. The judge responded at last, not to her petition
but her persistence. Prayers will go
far, but ceaseless prayers go farther.
This is how Jesus concludes that
parable: “And shall not God avenge
his elect, which cries day and night
unto him, though He bears long
with them? I tell you that he will
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless,

when the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth?
“What, then, is the nature of petitionary prayer? In essence, it is a rebellion against the status quo… It is
the absolute and undying refusal to
accept as normal what is completely abnormal. It is the rejection of
every agenda, every scheme, every
opinion that clashes with the norms
that God originally established.
(Christianity Today, Vol. XVII). I
hereby invite the Church in Ghana
in particular to rebel against the
status quo of the state evangelization of the country (we still have
19 least-reached people groups in
Ghana: source GEMA research).
We must express an unbridgeable
chasm to separate Good from Evil.
Let the church have few organizers, but more agonizers to move
the frontiers of missions.
Rev Daniel Hyde Appiah is the
National Director of the Fullstature Missions International
Ghana and has served for over
21 years as a field missionary reaching the Konkomba
people group. Daniel also
serves as the National/West
Africa Coordinator of Simply
Mobilizing International and
also as the Training Director of
GEMA. He is married to Kemi
and they are blessed with three
children. Besides his passion
for missions mobilization and
training, Daniel has a deep
passion to see Christian and
mission leaders prioritize
prayer in their ministries.

I

magine...two months ago,
most of us had never heard
of COVID-19 (coronavirus).
A month ago, the term “social distancing” (or “physical
distancing”) was not in our
vocabulary. Who among us could
have imagined how swiftly and
completely the world could be
shut down?!
We hardly had a moment to
breathe before we saw our churches and schools closed, and we
needed to resort to living within
the proximity of our homes. ‘Lockdown’ became a term that most of
the world is now familiar with.
As mission agencies and churches,
we can’t just sit back and wait for
this crisis to be resolved because
I dare to say that the world will
not be the same even after we
get through this. We need to be
proactive in this crisis in all aspects of our life. Especially for our
churches and missionary activity,
people still need to be ministered
to and cared for and the work can’t
just stop.
So far, we know a few things and
they are very clear.
No virus can stop our prayers.
No virus can take away our
passion.
Peter Higham is
from New Zealand
and currently serves
as a Missionary in
Ghana with ACTS
13, a ministry of

It’s the very opposite, this COVID-19 crisis has caused us to pray
with more urgency, to be unified
with more passion, and to seek
into the inner depths of our heart
for a new wave of creativity. How
can we do what we do as a mission
considering the challenges that we
are facing?
Before COVID-19, many churches
and mission agencies were limited
in their use of media as a method
of doing ministry. This was mainly
because it was seen as time-consuming, distracting, expensive,
requiring a special skill set, and not
helpful for the growth of the ministry. This view is quite evident in
the way that we communicated via
the web, social media, and digital
formats. Simply, we undervalued
the importance of media!
To this day, most of our websites
remain out of date, social media
pages are not managed, and digital
productions are somewhat not
relevant for the audience of today.
So, now is the time more than ever
to refocus our approach to using
Media in Ministry. We live in a
world of 7.75 billion people and
more than 59% of the population is
connected to the Internet, nearly
50% are social media users. These
statistics are changing all the time

WEC Mission. He is
married to Tina and
they are blessed with
two daughters. Peter
is creative and highly
skilled in various me-

dia tools and is passionate about missions mobilization
and also in utilizing
media to fulfill the
Great Commission.

and not getting smaller.
Let us realize that right now, the
device (smartphone) in each of
our pockets can become a tool
that transforms lives, a tool that is
used for discipling new believers.
Our social media platforms can be
a place where we share inspiring
gospel stories and engage with
people one to one.
Our messaging platforms such as
WhatsApp can be used to lead a
congregation and video conferencing platforms can be used to
connect people. Our websites can
lead people to Jesus instead of
leading people to our denomination’s values. This means sharing of
the Word, online prayer meetings,
small group Bible studies, are no
longer restricted to the building,
they can happen from our homes!
The opportunities are endless, the
potential for movement is huge,
but what will be our response?
Will we wait till this is all over and
then go back to what we normally
do or will this be the catalyst that
leads us forward in missions and
ministry?
“Lord Jesus, help us to be in tune
with your voice so that we know
what we need to do in this time
and season so that your name is
glorified. Amen.”

Peter voluntarily
serves on the Communication Team
of GEMA and also
offers training to
interested churches

and mission organizations in developing
and utilizing some of
the media tools he
has indicated in this
article.
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GOD IS NOT MAN
A POEM BY JOSEPHINE AYODELE APPIAH

I have heard this phrase several times
‘God is not man’
In sermons, in songs, in passing, it meant
something but not until this particular day
On this day, I realized this was more than
just another religious phrase, it was, is, a
promise
GOD IS NOT MAN!
Tears clouded my eyes, “really, He’s not man”
I think it hit more when my experiences
came running through my mind
The thorned hands of man, the number of
times those hands have caused us to bleed,
Just one look at the frailty of man, his
words, how minced on a slippery tongue,
The power that has yet to be comprehended,
his thoughts, caged by passing philosophies
and lessons
The conditionality of his love, the dilemma
of not knowing what one’s heart wants, pillow
talks and broken tears,
His limits, the edges of life money can’t get
to, the idea of his ideals that expose him to
certain amounts of knowledge he perceives
he needs to get to wherever his soul seeks
to sail to,
His emotions, a roller-coaster he spends
most of life learning to master, his soul, the
one he thinks he can and should understand
but might never understand,
His spirit, his true form that’ll continue to
battle good and evil till the very end
Man, God is not man
God is not man!
God is love, unconditional, untouched, raw,
broken, true, bold, free, free, free,
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His love does not require a give-and-take
approach,
He loved us before we were, and His love for
us stands even when we decide to sit around,
in and with sin,
He doesn’t love us as a man does,
He cares not for the number times we
display Him all over our social media handles,
He doesn’t assume for us because He knows
us,
His love transcends that of a mother’s, it’s
stronger than a father’s
His love finds us before we find ourselves, it
declares us free when we imprison ourselves,
His love gives us an identity, we never have
to feel alone,
His love is neither frail nor shaded, His word
is Him, trustworthy and beauty worthy,
In His love, we gain mercy undeserving,
grace and gifts we never worked for,
He’s but a lover who seeks to love all, all the
time, all the way,
God is not man
He’s holy, without blemish, sinless, He’s the
great God,
He’s wise, He’s not like man, what He says
He does, the one with the final say, no one
contends with Him,
He cannot be compared to, He’s power, He’s
glory, He never forgets, even in silence He
speaks,
The one who can be all and is all, the one who is
home, He’s forever, and He isn’t like man,
He’s there even when we think He’s not,
HE’S GOD.
jtL
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Our Ministries
Include:

CHALLENGE CINEMA
TODAY
PRISON MINISTRY

13 BOOKSHOPS

OUR PURPOSE
STATEMENT

NATIONAL PASTORS & Transform Lives through the
Written and Spoken Word of
CHRISTIAN LEADERS
God.
CONFERENCES
SCHOOLS MINISTRY

HOSPITAL MINISTRY

DISTRIBUTION
OF GOSPEL TRACTS

O F

COUNSELING
SERVICES

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
To be a frontline Christian
Organization in Ghana with a
global view.

ARCHIVES

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Partnership

Support specific ministries of CEG through volunteering and
cash donations. Mobile Money USSD Code: *718*25*208#
Bank: Barclays Bank Ghana
Account Name: Challenge Enterprises of Ghana
Branch: Sunyani
Code: 030750
Account No.: 1255939

Contact Us
Postal: P.O. Box AN5723, Accra-North.
Email: info@challengeghana.org
Website: www.challengeghana.org
Phone: 0302-222437/0289557070

WATCH OUT !!!

GEMAFEST
2020
&
TH
GEMA’S 30

ANNIVERSARY
THIS OCTOBER
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FIND OUT MORE HERE

FOCUS ON

MEDICAL
MISSIONS

I

EDITOR’S
NOTE:

n this special edition, we focus on a
couple of Medical Missions Organisations that have contributed significantly impacted Ghana and beyond
in this specialized area of missions. In
this season of the COVID-19, Pandemic, they are still at work and on the frontlines and we celebrate their good work and
pray that many readers will support them
accordingly.
Time and space didn’t allow us to feature all
the good work of the Christian Health Association of Ghana and the good work of many
major denominations have done in the area of
healthcare including the Methodists, Presbyte-

rians, Anglicans, Catholics, Baptists, Salvation
Army, Church of God and the Church of Pentecost amongst many others.
We also acknowledge the good work of the
African Christian Mission that run clinics at
Amedzofe and Tantra Hill for several years,
Theovision International that runs the Tree of
Life Clinic in Accra, Meaningful Life International which runs the Doron Medical Center
and International Needs Ghana that runs many
health programs and medical outreaches. We
say a big “Ayekoo” to you all and all the Mission
Agencies and churches that in one way or the
other are involved in the healthcare of medical
outreaches in Ghana and beyond.
In this special edition, we are featuring three
major Mission Agencies focused on medical
missions and these are: Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism (FAME Ghana),
Christian Medical Missions Resource Foundation (CMRF) and the Kingdom Medics International (KMI).
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FOCUS ON FAME GHANA
(Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism Ghana)

T

he Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism Ghana (FAME
GHANA) was incorporated in 1987. Since
then, it has been involved in church planting (over
220 churches with 21 church
planters) among both reached
and unreached people groups
(Akans, Ewe, Adangbe, Ntrubo,
Adele, Achode, Nchumburung,
Komkomba, Bimoba, Mamprusi, Kusasi, Chakali), providing
health care to rural and deprived
communities through seven clinics and free Medical Outreaches.
We also provide a sound Christian education through schools
(3 schools - Kindergarten to
9th grade), leadership seminars.
Our Fourth pillar is community
development. We do this through
microfinancing, borehole drilling
(over 50 drilled), Vocational Skill
Training among others.
In short, we exist to give the Hope
of the Gospel to all the people of
Ghana, spiritually and physically.
We endeavor to be caring hearts,
praying mouths, giving hands,
and going feet for the Master of
the harvest, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
FAME GHANA’s seven clinics are
located in remote areas (villages)
of the country; namely, Benwoko
(Upper East Region), Tatindo
and Kumdi (Northern Region),
Akplale (Volta Region), Yizesi
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(North-East Region), Loagri
(North-East Region), and Makango (Northern Region). The clinics
serve local communities with persons who are low-income earners
and are mostly into small scale
farming and petty trading.
Over the years, we have served
over 700,000 patients. We have
also treated over 100,000 patients
in over 50 free Medical Camps/
Outreaches. This was mostly done
in collaboration with our partners in the United States. Until
recently, our clinics, have been the
only health facility in over 30 km
radius. However, we are still a preferred choice for many despite the
government situating the CHIPS
compound only about 5 km away
from us. We have delivered over
35,000 babies, rescued people

from various accidents, provided health education to countless
people.
In the face of this Global Pandemic, we are determined to
provide the best healthcare to all
our patients, keep our staff safe,
and educate as many as we can on
how to prevent and deal with the
Coronavirus.
Presently, we have purchased
some Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) but they are inadequate. We need more to help
our 93-medical staff and 100s of
patients who show up with any of
the coronavirus symptoms. Efforts
being made to purchase more are
being hindered due to unavailability and hike in prices.
We continue to encourage all to >>>

stay home, stay safe and keep good
hygiene by washing and sanitizing
hands regularly, keeping social
distance and eating healthy.
STAY HOME!!! STAY SAFE!!!

Editor’s Note:

To support the good work of
FAME Ghana, please kindly
send your donations to:

MTN MOBILE MONEY
Number: 024.5930.856
Name: WISDOM YAO NYADOR

FAME GHANA

https://www.ghanachristianmission.com/donate

SWIFT CODE: BARCGHAC
SORT CODE: 030148

BARCLAYS BANK ACCRA
HIGH STREET BRANCH
ACCOUNT NO: 0480000002049877
NAME AND ADDRESS OF
BENEFICIARY:

FELLOWSHIP OF ASSOCIATES
OF MEDICAL EVANGELISM
BOX AN 16563
ACCRA NORTH
GHANA
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62 people (39 Females 23 males) were baptized the same day to start a new church in the OTI region by the FAME Ghana Missionaries.

Go and make

Disciples
of all nations

PRAY THAT YAHWEH GOD SPEAKS TO THE
WORLD SITUATION OF COVID 19 - PSALM
29:3-11. When we are in difficult times, we need
the SAVIOR’S intervention and command.

PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES IN ACTIVE SERVICE
DURING COVID 19 PANDEMIC. Though there
are lockdowns in many communities, missionaries are hard at work. They need protection.

Pray that the voice of God will be heard in these times may the natural things HEAR THE CREATOR’S
VOICE. Luke 8: 24-25 The disciples went and
woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going
to drown!” He got up and rebuked the wind and
the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all
was calm. 25. “Where is your faith?” he asked his
disciples. In fear and amazement, they asked one
another, “Who is this? He commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him.”

Pray for organizations (eg medical mission groups)
whose staff and volunteers are deployed to offer
essential services worldwide. Remember Samaritan Purse’s huge support to America and other
places.

Remember those who are slipping into eternity without
Christ, that the GOSPEL OF SALVATION will
find/locate them before they die - death is inevitable. Heb 9:27.
PRAY FOR FRONTLINE HEALTH WORKERS AND
GOVERNMENTS TO RECOGNIZE THE
PLACE OF GOD IN THESE DEPRESSING
TIMES -Sampson Dorkunor

30

The Voice of Missions | Special Edition 2020

Pray for missions agencies raising and releasing funding to affected and deprived regions in the world.
Some missionary families are affected and need
intercession/help. May the spirit of generosity is
kindled in the face of human deprivations.
Remember the living conditions of mainline missionaries whose support depends on donations at
this time of international economic/health crisis.
WE MUST NOT ALLOW THE WOUNDED
SOLDIERS TO DIE –
PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES/WORKERS IN THE
CROSS-FIRE ZONES

FOCUS ON CMRF
(Christian Medical Missions Resource Foundation)

T

he Christian Medical Missions Resource Foundation (CMRF)
is a registered Christian Non-Governmental Organization
and founded by Group Captain Dr. Samuel A. Annankra of
Blessed Memory, which is dedicated to showing the love of
God through WORD and POSITIVE ACTS OF DEED. We
mobilize medical, para-medical personnel and resources to
bring FREE MEDICAL CONSULTATION and TREATMENT to the
needy in our society.
Over the past 29 years, we have reached out to over seven hundred and
thirty-six (736) communities in all the regions of Ghana and undertook
an outreach in July 2019 to Nkwanta in the Oti Region.

Our outreaches have also taken us to communities in Togo, Benin, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, the Philippines and Jamaica with the word
of God in Medical, Surgical, Ophthalmic, Dental, Moral & Public Health
Education and Nutrition services. We have also been involved with the
Joy FM Easter Soup Kitchen for several years, offering free medical consultation and treatment to the deprived and marginalized in the society.
We have ministered to over Nine Hundred Thousand (900,000) people
over the years and with over a third of this number coming to the saving
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

7. Provision of potable drinking water. (Digging of wells) /
Boreholes
8. Resourcing Health Institutions with Medical Equipment
and Consumables
9. Resourcing needy schools
with educational material
10. Goat and Sheep Project

FACILITY – CMRF CLINIC IN
HAATSO, ACCRA
In June 2004, the HAATSO
MEDICAL CLINIC funded by the
United States Department of Defense and constructed by the USA
Navy and the GAF 48th and 49th
Engineers Regiment was commis-

AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT
CMRF is involved in diverse activities all aimed at helping to alleviate the poverty level of deprived
communities. These are;
1. Free Medical Missions
(Consultation and Treatment)
2. Drip Irrigation Project
3. Micro Projects
4. Scholarship Scheme for
needy students
5. Jesus Film Project / Church
planting
6. Leadership Development
Special Edition 2020 | The Voice of Missions
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sioned. This Clinic serves the Haatso Community
and its environs.
The Clinic which is run by both Medical and Para-Medical Staff of ten (10) people operates solely
on an Out-Patient basis and runs on humanitarian
purposes. It began full operations in January 2007,
has been very beneficial and has served the communities very well by caring for over 6,000 patients
since its inception.
It also operates a monthly Child Welfare Clinic
(a.k.a weighing) that is facilitated by the Madina
branch of the Ghana Health Service and attracts
hundreds of Nursing Mothers from Haatso, Papao,
Agbogba, Madina, Boshe, and all the surrounding
communities. In addition to that, a Children’s Good
News, Youth Service & Public Health Club takes
place twice a week for over (400) four hundred of IN
& OUT OF SCHOOL children in the locality. The
Facility also serves as a Launchpad for Preparations,
Training, Mobilization, Coordination, and Resourcing to the various outreaches to all the 16 regions in
the country and abroad as well.

COVID-19
The onset of this pandemic will now give a new
dimension and change the world view of Medical
Missions. In January of 2020, CMRF began an ONSITE intensive PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING for
the Para-Medics during the Medical Missions to
facilitate work in the Communities.
This is going to be expedited as soon as the Lockdown is over. We are currently using social media
to educate as much as possible on the pandemic. So,
let’s all observe the recommended precautions and
please STAY HOME.

SUPPORT IN MINISTRY
CMRF is solely financed by members and partners.
We would be very grateful if you could help support
to reach out to the untold millions. God richly bless
you.

TESTIMONIES
1. Instant healing of a man with 22 years of
blindness and several restorations of sights
through surgeries.
2. Several corrections of severe and written off
medical conditions through surgeries and prayer.
3. Restoration of School dropouts and support
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we have reached out to over seven hundred and thirty-six
(736) communities in all the regions of Ghana...
for the needy and uncountable testimonies.
4. A remarkable testimony
is that of a 9-year-old boy
in 2012 from Ada across the
Volta Lake with a very severe
back deformity. He was taken
care of by one of our Partners, a Couple from the USA
at the cost of over $25,000.00
at the FOCUS Hospital in
Pantang for 3 years. He is a
miracle and is doing marvelously well. The change and
healing are so remarkable
and unprecedented. The
Couple that took care of him,
in the end, adopted him and
his younger sister of 6 years.
Currently, they are both
schooling in the USA.

Editor’s Note:
To support the good work of
CMRF, please kindly send
your donations to:
ACCOUNTS DETAILS

2. BANK: GCB BANK
BRANCH: GHANA TRADE
FAIR SITE BRANCH, LA
ACCOUNT NAME: CMRF
WELFARE CLUB FUND
ACCOUNT NUMBER:

1191.0600.189.69

1. BANK: ECOBANK
GHANA LIMITED

3. MTN MOBILE NUMBER:
054-7789649

BRANCH: HAATSO, ACCRA

4. CONTACTS

ACCOUNT NAME:

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
RESOURCE FOUNDATION
GH¢ ACCOUNT NUMBER:

0370.0944.2812.4601

USA $ ACCOUNT NUMBER:

0372.0744.2812.4601

LT. COL JOSEPH AZUMAH
AZURE (Rtd)
PRESIDENT, CMRF

020.816.4587 || 024.040.3063
GRACE BREW (MRS)
ADMINISTRATOR

020.469.6515 || 024.469.6515
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Introducing Kingdom Medics
International (KMI)

K

ingdom Medics International (KMI) is an interdenominational medical
ministry that has been in
existence by the Grace of
God for the past 17 years
and still counting. The ministry was
started at Korle Bu by a few young

tivities were foreign at Korle Bu.
These young medical students who
were being led by Mr. Winfred
Korletey Baah now Dr. Winfred
Korletey Baah, a Consultant
Physician at Korle Bu Teaching
Hospital, started dawn broadcasting on the Korle Bu campus which
immediately caught the attention
of almost everyone at Korle Bu.
The ministry continued and later
added door-to-door Evangelism
and ward Evangelism with time.
All these years, the ministry had
not taken off fully as a full-fledged
ministry but during the housemanship training of these young
men who were poised for the
Lord, a patient was rushed into
the emergency unit of Korle Bu
Teaching Hospital and Dr. Win34
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fred Baah then a House Officer
was on duty and this patient who
was diagnosed as having Ruptured
Hepatocellular Cancer.
When he (Dr. Winfred Baah)
realized that this patient was going
to die, quickly shared the gospel
with him and soon or later he
died. That night, while Dr. Baah
was asleep, he was awoken by the
Lord and his heart warmed to start
fully a ministry of Medics who will
focus on winning sick people for
the Lord. That was the beginning
of KMI which is now in 7 regions
of Ghana and a prospective branch
in the Philippines.
KMI now operates in almost all
Nursing training Schools in Greater Accra and almost all regional
nursing training Schools.

medical students who after they
were moved from Legon to Korle Bu
campus for their clinical years were
stirred up because they realized
that, the Korle Bu environment
which was full of medical doctors
and specialists was quiet spiritually
nominal and a lot of Christian ac-

KMI has over the past 17 years
been involved in several medical
mission outreaches and also partnered with a couple of churches
to reach the many thousands of
people through these outreaches.
All of her 13 campus branches
embark on weekly ward Evangelism. So far, so many souls have
been won through our outreaches,
medical bills of many patients paid
for free, so many Orphanages and
underprivileged people fed and
clothed.
The Ministry partners with the
Methodist Church outreach
ministry being led by Dr. George
Donkoh to embark on medical
missions and provide medical care
for the community within which
the outreach is held usually every

Easter period. KMI also has been
instrumental in Hopefest; a Special
outreach to deprived communities
at Ankaful by the Fountain Gate
Chapel International Ankaful
branch being led by Pastor Frank.
The ministry always spends her
Christmas with either the “kayaye”
people at Tema station or Accra
Central or an orphanage home.
All these activities are done every
year and the ministry has kept at
it every year as part of her Core
mandate.

The ministry amidst everything
has 4 core mandates:
1. Ward Evangelism
2. Prison Evangelism
3. Senior High School Evangelism
4. Visit Orphanage Homes or
Underprivileged
Editor’s Note
To support financially the good
work of KMI, please kindly
contact them through the following links:

Website: www.kingdommedics.org
Email: kmigh2015@gmail.com
Contacts: 0205648791
Postal Address

P. O. Box KB 181
Korle Bu - Accra
Facebook Page: Kingdom Medics

International
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Out of the Rut: Finding
Personal Renewal in
Tumultuous Times
By Rachel Thompson
Do you feel stuck in a spiritual rut?

Could you use the fresh wind in your sails as you approach Bible
reading and prayer?
Do you long for a mentor who could give you some wisdom and
encouragement?

F

or decades now, I have found the writings
and biographies of spiritually significant
saints to be one of the most life-giving
and inspirational assets in my Christian
walk. They don’t replace time in the Word
or prayer. Instead, I have found them to
enhance it.

did not provide one in person, but He did give her
Catherine Marshall - through her books.

If you find yourself in need of personal renewal
– especially in this unique time in world history
– perhaps you, too, will find encouragement and
inspiration as you draw on the profound insights
and experience of seasoned saints.

It’s been said that the faith is caught, not taught.
Think of what happens when you put a cold piece
of coal next to some hot ones. Soon, the cold piece
starts to heat up. Walk with the greats through the
pages of their stories, and you’ll find it leaves a vital
impression on your soul.

Don’t have time to read a whole book? Even five
minutes with a sage will nourish your soul. As a
busy mother of eight, I cling to every nugget I can
grab, even in the cracks.
And please note: personal renewal is never the end
goal in and of itself. Abiding in Christ always has as
its beautiful end Jesus Christ bearing fruit and impacting lives through us. In this, He receives glory,
and our joy is complete (John 15:8 & 11).
With all of that in mind, I share Three Reasons to
Read the Spiritual Greats.

1. You’ll be walking with the wise.
He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm (Prov. 13:20).
An older friend once told me that when she was a
new believer, she longed for a spiritual mentor. God

Since then, whenever I find an author who inspires
me to greater heights, I relish the fact that God has
provided me yet another mentor. He’s allowed me
the opportunity to walk with the wise through the
chapters of a book.

2. You’ll grow in your faith and fruitfulness.
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to
them, so that everyone may see your progress. (1
Tim. 4:15)
Do you ever wonder if you are progressing in your
Christian walk? Are you more full of faith than you
were a year ago? Have you grown in knowledge and
understanding of God’s Word? Is your heart more in
love with the Lord? More passionate for lost souls?
Time alone doesn’t guarantee growth. Sometimes we
can go backward. Sometimes, spiritually speaking,
our souls shrink.
But Paul reminds us that continual progress is our
goal, to be “transformed into His image with ever-increasing glory (2 Cor. 3:18).
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LANGUAGES INCLUDING
SIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATION

“We believe mother tongue literacy and the word of
God in our mother tongue is the most effective way to
build vibrant churches and transform our societies.”

Your Support Can Help Transform Lives!
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GILLBT Operation Cover The Land
9040006447613

MoMo Number:
0541980637
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Serving through Linguistics, Literacy and Bible Translation
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DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS
CONTINUITY PLAN??
BY KATE REGISTER
EVERY ORGANIZATION, MINISTRY OR MISSION AGENCY NEEDS ONE!
LEARN FROM THIS ARTICLE HOW TO DEVELOP SUCH A PLAN.

B

usiness continuity planning is the process
for ensuring the key outcomes of an organisation can be delivered during a temporary
period of operational disruption.

Examples could include short lockdowns
for security or other reasons, the significant absence of staff for illness or other reasons,
IT systems crashing, loss of phone and/or internet
connectivity, loss of power.
Business continuity is not the same as amending or
altering strategies or plans to take account of a more
permanent change in a context such as a change in
the law, a recession or lessening of support. It is not
the same as monitoring overall risks and threats to
an organisation.

Terms used
I am writing these notes for several countries and
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contexts and slightly different terms may be used but
the principles are the same wherever you are located.
For example, the overseeing board can be called the
management board, the board of trustees, the board
of directors, etc but the function is very similar in all
countries. I am using the term, Board.

1.
When do we need a business
continuity plan?
Ideally, every organisation and ministry should
prepare a business continuity plan as part of their
overall planning processes. It should be agreed
in advance of any business continuity threat. We
should all have one in place.
A continuity plan should be shared with key people and printed copies should be stored in several
locations in case problems with IT systems or power
cuts prevent access to electronic copies.

In some countries, it is a legal requirement for organisations
receiving any government funding to have a business continuity plan, and for registered organisations (NGO, charity, etc)
to have one too. Even where there is no legal requirement it is
good stewardship and governance to be prepared for operational issues that interrupt ministry.

2.

Who should write a plan?

Business continuity plans are operational tools so they should
be written primarily by your senior management team. Remember that strategic direction is the responsibility of the
Board to oversee so be careful not to plan mitigations that
change strategy without the approval of your Board. If your
mitigating actions require additional spending, for example, to
purchase new equipment to deal with a temporary crisis then
depending on the amounts involved, you may well need Board
approval for the spend.
It is the Board’s responsibility to ensure there is an adequate
plan in place.

3.

How do you write a continuity plan?

Ideally, a business continuity plan should be written when the
organisation is not under pressure. See section 7 if you have
not already got a continuity plan for how to respond immediately.

There are 5 main stages of continuity
planning:

III. For each threat that you identify,
write an action plan for that event. Make
sure that all staff are aware of the plan
and know where it is kept. Have paper
copies as well as electronic
IV. Use the plan when a situation arises
V. Review what worked and what
changes might be needed to the plan
and revise it accordingly

4. What should go into a
business continuity plan?
The plan should contain the following
sections:
•
Process for initiating the business
continuity plan – who will decide to
activate the continuity plans and who is
responsible for communicating that
•

Action plans for each threat

•

List of key contacts and numbers

The plan should contain sections for each
threat to business continuity that you
identify. These may vary from country
to country. Some issues eg internet close
down may be much more likely in some
countries so you will need to consider what
is most relevant for your context.
Some examples of threats to consider are:
•

Extreme weather incident

•
Loss of access to office or headquarters
•

Mass staff absence through illness

•

Pandemics

•
Terrorism incident or increase in
security instability
•
Supply chain problem eg. fuel
shortages

I. Identify who is needed to write the plan. Make sure all
areas of the work are included.
II. Know what your key outcomes are for your organisation and the essential activities. Understand what is specific
to your context – and keep abreast of changing situations in
a crisis.

•

IT failure/crash

•

Loss of electricity supply

•

Internet or mobile shut down

For each threat consider what actions might
be needed immediately, within 48 hours,
within 1 week and after 2 weeks.
See below for an example of an action plan
for LOSS OF OFFICE ACCESS eg due to
floods.
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TIMESCALE

Immediate
actions

TASK
Put a notice on the website and
social media that office closed

RESOURCES
Mobile phone, laptop,
Wi-Fi, data

LEAD PERSON
Communication officer

Notify all staff not to come in

Mobile phone, laptop,
Wi-Fi data

CEO/Admin

Cancel all appointments that
day

24- 48-hour
actions

Cancel all events at the office for
the next two weeks

As above
As above

Admin

Re-arrange events at alternative
venues if possible
Assess how long the office will
be out of action for. Organise as
many staff as possible to work at
home
Prioritise those actions that staff
with home access can undertake
Up to 1 week Make arrangements for further
staff to work from home

Mobile phone, Wi-Fi or
data, laptop

Consider the financial implications of additional actions
Plan move to an alternative
office if access unavailable for
some time

5. What are the responsibilities
of the Board in business continuity?

6.
What about COVID 19/CORONAVIRUS – is this a business continuity issue?

•
The Board must ensure that there is an adequate business continuity plan in place and that
is has been appropriately activated.

Yes - in most countries this is certainly starting as a

•
The board should be in regular contact with
senior staff/CEO/Director to assure themselves
that in difficult and unusual situations the staff is
managing.
•
Overall legal responsibility for the organisation and responsibility for strategic direction
do not go away when there is a crisis – the Board
still has the same duties.
•
The Board must be considering key financial issues at the outset of business continuity
•
If a situation looks like it will be on-going
rather than a short term issue the Board must be
considering longer-term implications, priorities,
and strategic issues. See separate guidance.

business continuity issue. Governments have issued
directives – usually for a short time initially that
interrupt our normal ways of working. This means
that we need to find temporary ways of overcoming
the interruptions and agreeing to priorities during
the initial period.

But – whilst some countries have had/are having
only a few weeks of interruptions, the context in
other places is a change being introduced for much
longer periods. When a situation is ongoing for
more than a few weeks it ceases to become a simple
business continuity issue and longer-term issues
such as financial sustainability, changes of direction
and strategy must be discussed. This will need to
involve Board as well as senior operational management.
Also – The coronavirus pandemic is such a globally
extraordinary event that even when all restrictions
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are finally lifted everywhere (possibly far into 2021)
we may well find our context has been permanently
changed and we will need to evaluate our strategic
plans.

7.
Help! I do not have a business
continuity plan – what shall I do
now?
Don’t panic if you haven’t had one before. The important thing is to consider it now.
The COVID19 situation is not the same in every
country, but you should start by considering the
questions below and writing up your agreed actions
in a plan that can be circulated to key people.
• What do we need to do to stay legal? eg are
staff staying at home when directed by the government. Keep on top of guidance and directives as these are changing frequently in many
countries.
• What do we need to do immediately to
keep people safe? – consider reasonable steps to
support staff, volunteers and your beneficiaries.
• Can we continue our activities to deliver
our outcomes? Do some of the activities need
modifying to keep people safe and legal? Depending on what your ministry does, some of
your activities may be considered frontline and
emergency and permitted to continue eg health
services, sanitation services, etc, supporting the
vulnerable, etc

keep doing these things. Make sure that more
than one person knows how to do these things
in case they become ill.
• If you don’t have enough resources to pay
staff, make sure you understand the employment
legislation in your country. What alternative,
legal arrangements can you make? Can you
postpone the payment? Give people unpaid
leave or furloughs? Pay a portion of salary?
• Make sure you have a clear decision-making
process in place. It might be different from your
usual process. Ensure there are clear deputising
arrangements in place. For example, who will
make financial decisions if the accountant is ill
or cannot be contacted?
• Try and think ahead a little bit about other
issues that may get added to the picture in your
context. Eg what can you do if mobile networks
or the internet get closed/unreliable due to
demand? What will your reserve plan be? Is the
security situation in your country improved or
worsened?
• Make some good communication plans
with your team. If you cannot meet in person,
how will you stay in contact? Can you use zoom
or WhatsApp or arrange a regular time to call
people?
• Try and ensure your Board is fully involved
in their responsibilities and duties see section 5

• If your finances are strained, what are your
top ministry priorities to continue?

Kate Register, based in the UK, is the Founder and Director of Sunergos, a ministry that
provides short-term leadership and management support for Mission Agencies and
Mission Projects as well as Teams in need of
mentoring, teaching and encouragement and
works with a wide range of organizations
in the UK, Africa and beyond. She is a good
friend of GEMA and had previously served
with her husband in Nigeria and Ghana as
Missionaries with the Sudan United Mission
(SUM) which later became known as Action
Partners and is now Pioneers UK.

• Try and identify the critical activities the organisation needs to do – these could be ministry
activities that you deem top priority eg getting
food to those in need, paying staff salaries, or
organisational activities to remain legal eg filing
accounts on time.

For more info and or consultancy from Kate on developing a Business/Ministry Continuity Plan or any
other Board or Management matters, please send her
an email: sunergosministry@gmail.com

• What are alternative ways we can continue
to deliver our outcomes? Eg can we continue
delivering strong financial accountability by
accountants working from home. Do they need
additional or different equipment to continue
doing this function? If you are involved in teaching or educating in some way, can you postpone
courses, can you continue some level of teaching
online?

• Write a list of each critical activity and try
and find ways (legally, safely and practically) to
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PHASES/STAGES OF
DISASTER RESPONSE
AMONG MISSION
ORGANISATIONS –
CASE OF COVID-19
By George Gumah

T

he safety and well-being of members
of mission agencies should be the
greatest concern of the organization.
The organization exists because God
has chosen to use the organization as
a conduit for workers to be recruited
into His harvest field. Mission organizations
must let all members understand that apart
from God’s ultimate care for them, the organization has the right structures and systems to
ensure their care.
This assures members that their life and that of
their family is safe. Care should be general and
not selective nor personal. When it comes to
caring, it is one-size-fits-all and not proportional. Care levels may differ in terms of family size,
exposure to risk, special needs or crisis. During this COVID 19 pandemic I would want to
highlight three phases I think all organizations
must observe to serve their missionaries better. If any of these phases are missed, a managing crisis like this could come with unexpected
difficulties.

Pre-Disaster Phase: Proactive/Preparedness Stage
From the notable quote of Benjamin Franklin,
“if you fail to plan, you are planning to fail!”.
Preparedness is the key to effectively help
missionaries when issues like COVID-19 occur.
This involves a lot of things that prepare the
organization as well as the missionary family or
team before an event occurs.
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Mission organizations should have policies
that would guide decision making in times
of disasters and address basic issues such as
resource allocation, relocation and care packages. This would settle or minimize disputes
on how to act when an expected or sudden
event happens.
There should be a consistent prayer for missionaries for God’s protection and guidance
especially for those in high-risk areas. Nature
can take us by surprise and consistent prayer is
our sure way for deliverance and peace.
Organizations should constantly discuss issues
about the realities of life vis-a-vis the power of
God to save when turbulent times come. There
is a need to understand the context of every
missionary and team. Understanding the risk
and possible disaster-prone areas give mission
organizations the leverage to assist missionaries.
Vulnerability levels of missionaries in areas
they are serving should be the concern of
every organization. Most often, we are interested in how vulnerable missionaries are in
terms of their spiritual exposures but tend to
overlook environmental, political and health
issues.
The missionary life on the field must be viewed
holistically and this pandemic has revealed
the lapses and loopholes we have in mission
organizations.
There should be all-inclusive participation in
decision making. Leaders and board members

are officially entitled to making critical and
executive decisions but members of organizations should be allowed to make inputs especially those that pertain directly to them, their
family and their context.

Disaster Phase: Response/Reactive
At this phase, reality dawns and mission
organizations have no option but to react per
the pace of happenings. At this phase, there
is a need for wise, courageous and bold decisions. Prayers and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit
are also key as an uncalculated step could be
fatal or further expose the missionary to harm.
Everyone needs to be calm and trust the Lord
through the situation.
Encouraging messages should be sent to all
missionaries involved. In the case of COVID-19,
all missionaries are affected. These messages
could be audio or video recordings, text messaging, WhatsApp or phone calls. Frequent interactions with missionaries and updates from
the fields are essential to track the progress of
the missionary families or teams.
Some may decide to stay in areas they are
serving and others may decide to return home
or relocate. Some have no option because it
may be their home region or country and they
may have their family members there. During
disasters such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
dealing with missionaries should be on a caseby-case basis. This should be in alignment with
the policy, their unique context and the current situation.
While this is important, the government directives must take preeminence. Adhering to authority and expert instructions and guidelines
are key in keeping the missionaries safe. For
instance, in the COVID-19 pandemic, people
are advised to stay home, avoid overcrowded
gatherings and practice hygienic measures
such as washing hands, using alcoholic-base
hand sanitizers, isolating themselves when
they have flu-like symptoms and fever. Organizations must be up to date and help all members especially those without access to reliable
information to know and comply. Where such
directives are unavailable, leaders must lead
members to make the right decisions in their
unique situation.
There is copious information on the internet
and organizations should be able to provide all
missionaries with up-to-date information. This

could be summarized and translated where
necessary. Those who are oral learners can
be assisted with oral recordings on devices or
directly delivered to them. They should also
be encouraged to be attentive to credible and
reliable sources of local, national and international news updates rather than relying on the
influx of information on social media. Social
media information in times like this should be
less depended on and verified before sending
it to other missionaries.
Missionaries seeking to travel or relocate
should be made aware of the risk involved in
traveling from one place to another especially
when using public transportation where they
have a high tendency of touching common
suffices, close contact sitting, buying and making change, people cough and sneezing inappropriately and many other risk factors. They
should be guided on the risk factors involved
in any decisions they make. Travel should be
discouraged unless it is really necessary.
Mission organizations must duly contact
the home church or family members of the
missionary especially in areas which require
critical decisions they need to know,

Post-Disaster Phase: Recovery
After the end of the disaster such as the COVID-19 pandemic, organizations are encouraged
to observe some of the following practices
that could help the missionary to return to
normalcy and continue with their work.
Debriefing and Psychological assistance are
needed. Helping missionaries to fully recover
would depend on how effective organizations
do their debriefing to ascertain the effects of
the disaster on the missionary. This should not
be limited to the missionary but their family
members as well.
The debriefing process releases stress and
gradually reintegrates missionaries to normal
life and work. Those who need further psychological assistance should be helped immediately to notice issues that could slip off unnoticed. Psychological assistance should be done
by those who are certified. Those who were in
the center of the disaster should be monitored
for a consistent pattern of normalcy.
Organizational assessment for amendment of
policies and guidelines is also necessary for
future planning and action. Feedback from
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missionaries would be helpful in the process.
Possible relocation of missionaries if needed
should be considered. This helps to avoid living with the experiences of the disaster phase.
This might not be needed for all missionaries
and especially for the COVID-19 pandemic.
This should be in conversation with the missionary. If they have a family, they should
participate in the whole decision.

Conclusion:
As the world is battling with COVID-19, mission
organizations should take action as expounded in the three phases. This is not exhaustive
This should be tackled from both spiritual and
physical practices that would keep missionaries safe throughout this pandemic.

As Ghana hopes to contain the spread, treat
and discharge most infected people and
reduce the death toll, mission organizations
should continue with best practices as we depend on God to see us through. As commonly
used by the president of Ghana, “This too shall
pass” in Jesus’ name!
George Gumah is a young missionary married
to Joanna. He serves with Pioneers-Africa
mission agency and volunteers as the Director
of Research for the Ghana Evangelical Mission
Association (GEMA). His interests are in
research, writing, development and caring for
the well-being of missionaries. George is also
the Research Editor of the Voice of Missions.

Find this Exciting book available
in the booshops near you.
Soon to be Launched
For copies, contact the Author
on 00233.208.15.3366

46

The Voice of Missions | Special Edition 2020

| 10 |

NOW A FOLLOWER OF
CHRIST
AN AMAZING TESTIMONY OF A MUSLIM CONVERT

S

harif Saeed was a staunch Muslim who converted to Christianity whilst a student at the Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology
(KNUST) about 10 years ago.

He comes from a staunch Islamic home where
everyone is a Muslim and the study of the Qur’an is
strictly adhered to. Right from his childhood he was introduced to Islamic studies and would lead prayers at home in
the absence of his dad, who mostly did that.
According to Saeed, during the days when he was in Junior
High School (JHS), one of their teachers who led the Friday
worship sessions would tell them about Christ and whenever he listened, he felt strongly within that there was some
truth in what was being shared but he never dared to ask
questions.
On one such occasion, he attempted to give his life to
Christ but right afterwards when he got home, he had to
join the family in the mosque. He found it frustrating. He
told himself that when he was old enough and could fend
for himself and had his liberty, he would consider giving his
life to Christ. At the Senior High School (SHS), whenever
he had the opportunity of listening to the Word of God
being shared, he would listen and later go to the mosque.
For him, the turning point came at the University. During
class hours before the lecturer came in to teach, some two
or three students would come forward to lead the class to
pray for about 5 minutes.
One fateful day, the 5 minutes prayer extended for a very
long time because the lecturer was late. According to him,
that day something he describes as dramatic happened; he
saw people falling and rolling on the floor and some others
were speaking in tongues. Seated at the far back corner of
the class with his friend, he began to joke about how he
didn’t know that there were many ‘spiritual’ people in the
class, especially when he saw this particular lady who was
interpreting the tongues being spoken.
He beckoned to his friend that after the class he would call
her to pray for him. After class hours, his friend called the

48

The Voice of Missions | Special Edition 2020

lady and he (Saeed) informed her
about some strange dreams he had
been having. Therefore, he needed
to be prayed for. The lady explained to him that the only way
to receive a permanent solution to
his problem is to accept the Good
News about Christ because even if
she prayed for him without having
Christ in his life, the problem
would still come back. Strangely
enough as he interacted with this
lady, he started having the same
feeling that he used to have in
Junior High School. This made
him very uncomfortable and
brought him to shedding tears.
One particular Sunday, when their
lecturer decided that the class
would be held on the Sunday,
right after class the lady came to
meet him and began sharing the
Word of God with him. He also

took the opportunity to explain to
her what his fears were and how
even though he felt strongly about
the truth in what she was saying,
he could not accept it because it
would be the end for him if his
parents were to find out.

him. That same week his parents
got to know about it. His dad and
grandfather came to the school
and it was terrible.

The lady encouraged him to try
it. He remembered he had the
contact number of a friend who
is a muslim convert so he made
time to call him and to find
out about his experiences upon
accepting Christ into his life. The
friend told him that it is not easy
but God is faithful and it is worth
considering it. At this juncture, he
called the lady to inform her that
he wanted to surrender his life
to Christ. He shed so many tears
when he did so.

Thanks be to God, he was introduced to Pastor Haruna Mogtari
(a former Muslim convert and
founder of Step Missions). Pastor
Haruna used his own life’s testimony to encourage him and when
his dad sacked him from home
and he had nowhere to go, Pastor
Haruna took him in. His school
fees for the 2nd year were paid for
and this was very helpful because
at this point he did not know
where to turn to. He continues
to be disciple and recounts the
faithfulness of God in bringing
to him very supportive Christian
brethren.

This did not come easily at all for

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

PRAY THAT YAHWEH GOD SPEAKS TO THE WORLD SITUATION OF
COVID-19 - PSALM 29:3-11. Wh e n w e a re i n diffi c u l t t i mes, w e
n eed t h e SAVIOR’S in t e rv en tio n an d comman d .

Special Edition 2020 | The Voice of Missions

49

UNREACHED PEOPLE
FOCUS: BANDA-LIGBI OF
GHANA
The Ligbi tribe speaks the Mande language spoken in Ghana. The Ligbi people are very resistant
to the gospel and are protective of their people.
They boast of being an Islam community and do
not encourage the open sharing of the gospel.
They are predominantly located in the Tain District, Bono Region.
Population: 23,000
Main Religion: Islam
% Christianity: 0.02%
% Christianity: 0.02%
Main Language: Ligbi
Bible: No
Audio Bible: No
Jesus Film: No

(Source: Joshua Project)

Pray for the Ligbi People:
1. Pray that God will lead Christian teachers
and professionals to serve among the ligbi
people.
2. Ask God to give the few Banda Christians
opportunities to share the Gospel with the
Ligbi people.

50

The Voice of Missions | Special Edition 2020

3. Pray that the Lord will
grant wisdom and favor to
the mission agencies that
are working among the
Ligbi people as they seek
innovative ways of sharing the gospel with them.
4. Ask the Holy Spirit to
soften the hearts of the
Ligbi towards Christians
so that they will be receptive to the Gospel.

UNREACHED PEOPLE
FOCUS: HUI PEOPLE OF
CHINA
The Hui are an official and largest minority
people of China. They are predominantly Sunni
Muslims and can be found throughout China
with a majority of them located in the north-east
of the country.
Population: 13,816,000
Main Religion: Islam
% Christianity: 0.01%

3. Pray for more indigenous Christians to respond
to the call to reach the Hui
people as many missionaries are expelled from the
country.
4. Pray that the force of
Islam would be broken
over the Hui people.

% Christianity: 0.01%
Main Language: Chinese, Mandarin
Bible: Yes
Audio Bible: Yes
Jesus Film: Yes

(Source: Joshua Project)

Pray for the Hui People:
1. Pray that the Hui people would be exposed to the gospel through mission work,
social intervention, media, and the internet.
2. Pray that the Spirit of God will prepare
their hearts to receive the gospel when they
hear it.
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