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EDITORIAL
From the Editor

T

his is a sequel to the Special Edition of the
Voice of Mission published in April 2020
which focussed on medical missions as well as
the impact and responses of churches and mission
organizations to the coronavirus pandemic.
The pandemic has not slowed down yet and
there is a surge across the globe with its disastrous
impact felt everywhere and on all mission fields.
We thus certainly had to continue with what we
started in the previous issue. There are several
excellent, thought-provoking, highly informative,
and timely articles (including one from the
phenomenal Medical Missionary Statesman,
Dr. David VanReken) for your reading pleasure
and action. It is certainly a call to action. Great
Commission action.
Furthermore, since almost everything has
currently gone virtual, we take a second glance
also at how digital technology is shaping how we
do ministry in these pandemic times and narrows
down on how we can leverage the use of media for
missions.
We trust that this Edition will be a refreshing
and valuable resource for you as we all combat the
pandemic together and we all push forward with
the Great Commission unabated.
Shalom!!!

Ray Mensah
EDITOR:
(C) JULY 2020
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MEDICAL MISSIONS:

Then, Now, and What the Future Holds
By Dr. David VanReken
My Story

I

n 1985, after nine years of working as a medical missionary in
Liberia, I had the opportunity to be a missionary-scholar-inresidence at the Billy Graham Center in Wheaton, IL, USA. One of my
assignments was to research the history and current state of medical
missions and then look to the future.
I couldn’t have been more delighted. As a pre-teen boy, I read
biographies of David Livingstone and Albert Schweitzer. The
magnitude of their efforts to bring health and development to Africa
astounded me and I wanted to be like them one day. During those
same years, I heard Dr. Herman Gray talk about his work at Takum
Hospital in Nigeria during mission conferences and decided one day I
would be his replacement. How could I not want to study the history
of the movement that birthed these heroes of mine?
Also, I knew this topic was important because I had seen firsthand
the power that the message of the gospel—that God so loved us that
he sent his only begotten Son to be our Saviour—had in motivating
others to go into all the world to share this gospel in deed and word
through medical missions.

“When I came to
Liberia, I promised God
I would take care of
anyone for whom Jesus
died. When I would
rather not get out of bed,
I ask myself, ‘Did Jesus
die for this person?’ Of
course, the answer is
always ‘yes’ and so I go
for his sake, not mine.
That’s what keeps me
going.”

I first learned this in 1970 when, in the providence of God, Nigeria
denied my visa application to do an overseas elective at the ECWA
hospital in Jos, Nigeria during my senior year in medical school.
Instead, I went to Monrovia, Liberia, and witnessed the heart of
missions displayed in the life of Dr. Bob Schindler. As the only doctor
at ELWA, mid-night emergencies often interrupted his sleep. When
I asked how he kept going so joyfully, Dr. Schindler explained how
the example of Jesus caring for the sick and suffering motivated him.
When Jesus saw the need of each person, he had compassion, in
each encounter, Jesus demonstrated God’s love for that person, often
explaining spiritual truths as well.
Dr. Schindler concluded by saying these life-changing words.
“When I came to Liberia, I promised God I would take care of anyone
for whom Jesus died. When I would rather not get out of bed, I ask
myself, ‘Did Jesus die for this person?’ Of course, the answer is
always ‘yes’ and so I go for his sake, not mine. That’s what keeps me
going.” This is a vision I have kept before me in the intervening years.
Shalom!!!

www.gemagh.org
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How ‘modern medical missions’ began

W

hile doing the research, I encountered
several surprises. As expected, I learned
that Christians have always reached out to the sick
and suffering in various ways since Jesus returned
to heaven. Unexpectedly, however, I discovered
that when the ‘modern mission movement’ began
in the early 1800s and agencies formed to send
people into all the world in a more organized way
the idea of including health care per se in their
approach was not particularly well received. Early
missionary pioneers thought missions was a job
for preachers and evangelists. The vision was for
saving souls, not bodies.
The idea of including medicine in missions began
to evolve in the second half of the 19th century.
Initially, missions wanted medical personnel to
go overseas to serve fellow missionaries, many of

whom were dying from preventable or treatable
conditions. From 1860, however, medical missions
have evolved from that or only seeing health care
as some sort of ‘bait’, to being what it is today…a
vital part of demonstrating God’s love and concern
for hurting people rather than something inferior to
the truly ‘spiritual’ aspects of mission work.
In the end, I saw there had been three phases
of medical missions so far-- doing, teaching,
enabling.1 What I saw then for the future in 1968
has in many ways become the present by now.
Could we now be entering the fourth phase?!
Van Reken, David. Mission and Ministry: Christian Medical
Practice in Today’s Changing World Cultures, Billy Graham
Center Monograph, Billy Graham Center, Wheaton College,

1

Wheaton, IL 1986.

Phase One of Medical Missions—Doing

W

hen medical missions became a more accepted part of the modern
missionary movement, ‘doing’ health care was the primary model. Pioneer
medical missionaries, mainly from the West, went overseas to personally care for
the sick and suffering and established clinics and hospitals as the main means to
care for these needs. These pioneers gave long hours and faithful years of service
in this phase. While the gospel was also presented verbally as patients waited to
be seen in clinics or the wards of the hospitals as patients recuperated, perhaps of
equal importance was the love and care received by many who had been rejected by
their communities due to their conditions such as leprosy or vesicovaginal fistulas.
Geographers have pinpointed the large number of churches established in the
vicinity of a mission hospital.
Also, from these ‘foot soldier’ doctors came discoveries about diseases that
changed medical history. A missionary surgeon, Dr. Dennis Burkitt identified the
cause of a lymphoma now named after him that is commonly found in African
children who live in areas with a high incidence of malaria. Dr. John Frame,
himself a former missionary doctor to Iran, and later to various missionary agencies
who wanted their personnel medically evaluated for missionary service, discovered
and named Lassa Fever after treating a missionary nurse who had worked in Lassa,
Nigeria.
This doing phase is the place I mentally, physically, and spiritually began. In
1976, my family and I moved to Liberia where I became a fulltime pediatric
medical missionary. I worked as hard as I could help each child I saw. In the
process, I lost 13 kilograms trying to titrate IV solutions, do resuscitations, and
give care to those with newborn tetanus. Coming from a USA based practice
where perhaps one or two patients died in a year, I didn’t know how to cope with
the 25% or more death rate per month among my hospitalized patients. Despite
the vision, Dr. Schindler gave me of seeing each person as one for whom Jesus had
died (and believe it), I soon realized no matter how hard I worked, there was no
way I could save every baby, every child, even every adult who needed care. Rather
than being the hero, I hoped to be, I realized how overwhelming the task was.
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David & Ruth VanReken with
their children in the early
1980’s whilst serving as Medical Missionaries in Liberia

Phase Two of Medical Missions—Teaching

B

ut God is faithful. Medical missions were already changing
from its early ‘doing’ model to the next stage of ‘teaching.’
Earlier missionaries had also realized that they could not provide all
the needed health care in the countries to which they went. In response,
they founded schools to train doctors, dentists, nurses, laboratory
technicians, X-ray technicians, physician assistants, dispensers, and
nurses aides. I just had to expand my vision for how to go from
primarily ‘doing’ to ‘training’.
God used a missionary physician I met in Liberia, Dr. Paul Mertens,
to do that. As we talked one day, he told me, “Dave, when you take care
of a patient, it is true that each patient has a need and what you do for
him or she is important. But every encounter with a patient is also an
opportunity to teach something to the local staff who are helping you.
Don’t waste those opportunities.”
Those were important words to help me see a broader way God uses
medical missions. We are there not only to serve the patients but also to
help those we work with grow professionally, personally, and spiritually.
While training others helps reduce our workload and stress, it also
allows them to develop their God-given potential.
As part of that growing vision for training, my mission seconded me
to work full-time at the JFK government hospital in Monrovia. There I
loved teaching pediatrics to residents from different African countries
as well as students from the A.M. Dogliotti School of Medicine. It was
also a great joy to join the Christian medical students who met for Bible
study, prayer, and fellowship each Friday night. Their zeal for God and
his purposes for them encouraged me mightily and hopefully, some of
my experiences as an older mentor encouraged them.
During these years, another aspect of teaching developed. The idea
of community health became strong. Primary health care and teaching
health principles to and through village health care workers took a
key role in medical missions. The idea was that rather than waiting for
people to come to the hospitals, it would be better to prevent disease
through promoting such things as safe water supply, better sanitation,
immunizations, and good nutrition. Teaching was not only for medical
personnel but for people in the community as well.

But God is faithful.
Medical missions
were already
changing from its
early ‘doing’ model
to the next stage of
‘teaching.’

Phase Three of Medical Missions—Enabling

A

fter some years of the teaching phase,
the medical mission entered into a new,
more collaborative phase. In 1986 I described the
completion of this phase as a vision for the future
where (1) instead of a teacher-student relationship,
the association between missionary and local
physician and other health care workers would be
one of the colleagues working together with mutual
trust and respect; (2) the institutions and project
would be owned and led by members of the local
community rather than by the mission agency;

(3) the goal would be community development as
opposed to purely individual development; and (4)
instead of continual dependence on outside help,
the direction would be toward increased selfreliance, self-support, and sustainable indigenous
growth and development.
Even in 1986, this phase had begun. While in
Liberia, I interacted with many colleagues from
various African countries through the Liberian
Medical and Dental Association. Besides, I
became the editor of the Liberian Medical and
www.gemagh.org
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Dental Journal and learned from the articles
they submitted on timely topics on medical and
surgical practice as well as their research on
diseases in West Africa.
By the end of my time in Liberia, two of my
previous medical students who were also in
the Christian Medical Fellowship group, David
and Velma Troko, became the first Liberian
physicians to serve at the ELWA mission hospital.
All of these interactions and sense of collegiality
with my African peers seemed distant from my
original picture of medical missions as being
primarily taking care of patients myself but were
very rewarding. It seemed God had plans outside
of my original boxes for sure!

Phase Four of Medical Missions—Creating

S

o what might the future
look like?

Only God knows but this phase will develop
through the creative processes of Christian health
care missions working in contemporary ways.
Certainly, the need for giving direct care, for
teaching, for enabling will all continue to exist.
However, as the power of the West is fading and
God continues to give more and more leadership
in missions to those from New Sending Countries
(NSC), traditional ways of doing these traditional
phases may look quite different.

of NSC Christian doctors developing their clinics
locally or in other countries is an important model
to consider in the overall missions strategy. The
use of sophisticated technology like electronic
medical records, portable ultrasound machines,
pulse oximeters, continuous blood sugar, and
insulin monitors, and cardiac pacemakers will
change medical practice and make a state of the
art care available at smaller clinics as well as large
hospitals as in the past.

How will advances in telemedicine via
cellphones affect patients in remote villages?
Can social media gradually educate the public
on important health issues? Can
these efforts be tied with what
We now recognize
church planters are doing to
that the etiology of
spread the gospel through similar
technology?
many health issues

COVID-19 has already taught
us that much innovation is
possible in changing how we
thought things always had to be
done to meet the original goals.
Some of the models of the past
We now recognize that the
is cultural and
that came from a more Western
etiology of many health issues
economic in origin.
and pre-technology mindset
is cultural and economic in
will need to be contextualized
origin. Infrastructural issues like
potable water, sanitation, education, agriculture,
and updated. We need not fear these changes for
transportation, communication, belief stems, family
Jesus has promised that the gates of hell would not
dynamics, tribalism, and the general economy are
prevail against the advancement of his kingdom.
all major background factors in determining the
Where are some of those possible areas to examine
health and well being of populations. How can
now?
we as Christian health advocates play a role in
In the past mission, hospitals have been run
improving these conditions for the good of those
by foreign missionaries and sustained by outside
we serve?
donors. As the leadership shifts to a more local
As I reflect on how medical missions have
model for both church and missions, is supporting
already changed in my lifetime, I rejoice to see
the institutions from the past still sustainable, or
what has already happened and to consider the
are there better models? Certainly, the rapid growth
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new ways this generation of health promoters will
advance the total health ministry of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. We must be faithful as we move
toward that day when people of every tribe and
nation will forever worship the Lord.
Dr. David E VanReken, M.D. had early roots
in medical missions with his parents serving
as medical missionaries in China. David is a
graduate of the University of Illinois Medical
School and after a pediatric residency in St.
Louis and two years in the US Navy, he served
in Liberia for nine years with SIM. He is now
a Professor of Clinical Pediatrics for Indiana
University School of Medicine and works
in an inner-city clinic in Indianapolis. He is
married to Ruth, who grew up as an MK in
Nigeria. Their three daughters and husbands
have given them a total of 13 grandkids, the
first of whom was born in Ghana!
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Rethinking

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
in Ministry in the Face of
COVID-19 and Beyond
By Vincent Anane Denteh

The Dynamic Nature of the Digital World

D

igital technology has introduced new terms
such as digital age, digital culture, digital
space, digital media, and digital community,
resulting in a new global order known as the
“digital world.” The intriguing aspect of this
development is that the digital world has developed
into new cultural perspectives that writers refer to
as “digital society, information age, technoculture,
techno-capitalism, global media culture or
globalization” (UN Global Situation of Young
People, 2003:311). Some use “compunity” to
denote “the merger of computers and community.”
Some scholars call it “digital natives” about those
born into the digital world. Their generation
began in 1985, while those born before this era
10
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and making effort to stay abreast of the digital
age are referred to as “digital immigrants.” The
older generation is still in its adventive stage in the
digital space and thus needs to learn very fast to
settle down.
Digital technology involves the use of devices
such as radio, television, megaphones, digital
cameras, cellular phones, video projectors,
satellite systems, the internet, and computers.
This development has not only accelerated
communication; it has also recast our cultural
values and societal norms in terms of
communication, relationships, and worship
in the church. These days, the gospel can be
communicated to people in any part of the world

using digital technology. Ways of giving offerings in church, partaking of
the holy communion, and marking church register have in most cases been
calibrated into the digital technology.
Digital technology has also enhanced collaboration and innovation in
ministry and the impact is obvious, particularly during our present situation
of the coronavirus pandemic. The church has responded to the challenges of
COVID-19 during lockdowns and restrictions on public gatherings for church
services and other social activities. Church members can access church
programmes through the digital space, such as television, radio, internet, and
mobile phones. This development provides us with a very clear picture of the
importance of digital technology in Christian ministry.
As the church seeks to address the challenges posed to ministry in
the context of postmodern epistemology, Christians need to thoroughly
understand the technological trends that have been driving the various
developments around the world. For example, the world came under rapid
transformation during the inventions of the steam engine, electricity
generator, and the printing press; the church was not exempted from that
transformation. Each of these three scientific innovations brought many
benefits to humanity but only one out of these three – the printing press –
will be briefly highlighted in this article.

It is when the
church becomes
proactive in
developing a
missiological
framework for
the use of digital
technology that
the issue of
using it wrongly
and the abuses
associated with
can be addressed
thoroughly.

The Church’s Engagement with Digital Technology

A

dopting paradigm shifts that are triggered by new
technology is not a new phenomenon for the church. In
the medieval world, the church adopted the print technology of
Johannes Gutenberg (1395-1468), and that replaced the traditional
way of producing literature in which books were either written
by hand or printed from engraved wooden blocks. This new
technology-enabled Gutenberg to finish the publication of the
Holy Bible by 1455 (Denteh 2013:102). Today, the Bible and other
Christian literature are also gradually being shifted from hard
copies or printed formats to electronic devices. Are we, therefore,
to resist this development or readily embrace it as the past
Christians incorporated the use of printed Bibles into the church?
The fascinating aspect of this progress is that, while the advent
of the printing press characterized the shift from pre-modernity to
modernity, the use of digital technology today has become another
shift from modernity to postmodernity. The crucial point with
this latest trend is that digital technology, which has come to stay
with humanity, is easily accessible to many people. With digital
technology, people can communicate with one another in every
part of the world in real-time without being physically present. The
onus now lies on the church to access the digital space as a new
ministry environment.
For Dawson (2014), “Life in cyberspace is in the continuity
of the so-called ‘real-life’ situation of the world and it is rapidly
changing the ‘face of religion worldwide.’” Jacobson (1999
in Cassey 2001:32) states, “It seems that God has arrived on
the internet” and as a result, the internet has “become a major
purveyor of spiritual expression at a time when spiritual hunger
is growing in the West.” Cassey (p. 32) identifies the digital

www.gemagh.org
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technology, particularly the internet, as “a medium
can reach all nations and all people groups. With
that can transcend both spatial and temporal
digital technology, the age-long gap between the
boundaries,” thus allowing people to “enter
church and unreached groups have been drawn
into a completely new set of
closer than ever before.
The issue is no longer
relationships... that can be close
technology “includes the
or distant, yet inherently all (in
about the difficulty in
principle) interactive.” Cassey
identifying the location
use of materials, tools,
avers that this development has
of the people but rather
techniques, and resources
widened “the social foundation
how to identify the most
relevant type of digital
of religious life as it diminishes
of power to make life easier
the relevance of location for
technology to use at a
or... more productive.”
religious identities.”
given time. The church
has to contextualize
The foregoing reflections
the digital systems at its disposal to enhance its
confirm the indispensability of digital technology
ministry activities.
in the world and, for that matter, it has become
a strategic medium through which the church

Biblical Perspective on Technology

S

ome Christians keep asking whether the Bible
endorses the use of technology in ministry,
particularly the new phenomenon of reading the
Bible from electronic devices. Others question
the ethical and moral implications of this practice
in the light of Christian ethics and morality. To
some extent, their concerns appear legitimate
though not an absolute. To address this dilemma,
Christians need to grasp thoroughly the meaning of
technology. We spend a lot of time arguing about
technology, but we seem to fail to examine its
meaning through the lens of Scripture.
Waddell (2013) defines technology as the
“Application of knowledge to the practical aims
of human life or to changing and manipulating
the human environment.” Waddell further states
that technology “includes the use of materials,

12
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tools, techniques, and resources of power to make
life easier or... more productive.” There is a big
question here. Which of the concepts stated in
Waddell’s definition is alien to the Bible? The
above definition implies that the practice of using
“tools,” “devices,” and “materials” by humankind
constitutes the concept of technology. If this is the
case, then should we accept technology as part of
God’s provision for humankind or reject it as an
evil thing?
Although there is no direct mention of
technology in the Bible, from the above definition,
it is implied that technological devices were used
by people either upon direct instructions of God
or through their innovations for personal use.
Some useful examples are the building of a city
by Cain (Gen. 4:17), and the forging of all kinds
of tools out of bronze and iron by Tubal-Cain
(Gen. 4:22). Bezalel and Oholiab were divinely
endowed with knowledge, craftsmanship, and
skills to “devise artistic designs, to work in gold,
silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting,
and in carving wood, to work in every craft” (Ex.
31:3-6, ESV). They were to use this technology
towards the construction of the tabernacle during
the exodus. The import is that the construction
of the tabernacle did not just contain aspects of
technology, but was in itself a system of technology
if we are to consider Waddell’s definition.
The Psalmist’s warning of people in his day who
trusted in chariots (Ps. 20:7) is an evidence of the
use of technology at the time. Another instance
is that the apostle Paul wrote many letters which

may also be described as technology-enhanced. Jesus used tools in Joseph’s carpentry
shop. The import of this argument is that the sovereignty of God is so overwhelming
that knowledge given to His people is not only for their personal use, but also to serve
His purpose in His glory. The world must know this fact so that humanity can use
technology in a very responsible manner to serve the purpose of God for His creation.

Ministry with Responsible Technology

O

ur discussion thus far indicates that the use
of digital technology is vital for ministry,
but the church has to be proactive with the way it
conducts ministry in the digital space. There is a
need for the responsible use of digital technology
by Christians. From a broader perspective, the
effective use of digital space ministry can be
attained through the formulation of missiological
models and relevant approaches by the church.
Developing a missiological approach towards
digital space ministry will help to enhance the
knowledge of Christians in terms of the most
appropriate digital systems to use at any given
time. There should be a framework about how to
harness digital technology for ministry in a manner
that glorifies the name of the Lord.

The church should learn to understand digital
technology and explore the culture of the digital
community so that it can relevantly fashion out
the gospel message in an appealing manner to
the church’s audience. Naturally, humans are
supposed to shape their tools for their use, but
digital technology is so pervasive that it rather
appears to be shaping us and that has both positive
and negative effects on society. The caveat,
however, is that if the church fails to dominate
the digital space, there is the likelihood of it
being overwhelmed by the ungodly acts of some
people. It is when the church becomes proactive
in developing a missiological framework for the
use of digital technology that the issue of using
it wrongly and the abuses associated with can be
addressed thoroughly.

Conclusion

T

he overriding point, however, is that every Christian who can
access any kind of digital technology or electronic device should
have the potential to witness the gospel to the digital community.
There is no need to hesitate because the more we delay the more souls
will die without Christ.
Thus, we all ought to see
There is no need to
ourselves as laborers in
hesitate because the
the Lord’s vineyard called
more we delay the more
to fulfill God’s mission
mandate in our lifetime.
souls will die without
Finally, let us inform
Christ.
ourselves that the pace into
digital space ministry has
been expedited by the advent of COVID-19 and it is obvious that,
approaches towards ministry will never remain the same even after the
coronavirus pandemic.
Apostle Vincent Anane Denteh currently serves as the Area Head of
the Church of Pentecost for Sefwi Bekwai, Ghana. His background is in
Journalism, Theology, and Missions. He previously served as a Missionary
from Ghana to Ukraine and also Madagascar. Apostle Denteh is the author
of 10 books and is a prolific writer of many articles.
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MEDIA
IN
MISSIONS:
P OTENT I A L F O R M O V EM E N T
By Peter Higham

M

y passion is for training
people to use media
and technology as
a ministry tool in missions.
More than eight years ago in a
remote Aboriginal community,
in the outback of Australia, I

14

sat with an Aboriginal elder
using a tablet and a solar power
player. Both devices were filled
with God’s Word in various
languages. I firmly believed that
as a missionary one of the most
effective tools that could be used

The Voice of Missions Special Edition 2020

to reach the community was
God’s Word being packaged in
a way that could be understood
in an audio/visual format. I
witnessed countless times how
gospel media, which was being
played to people in their local

language, brought tears to their eyes, softened the proud
hearts, and challenged many to consider allowing God the
chance to transform their life.
Years later I am in Ghana and the same passion remains
in me to see media being used as a tool to reach people
with a message of hope and truth. My approach to using
media in the mission’s context has changed slightly as the
focus is now on training others to use the tools of this day
and age to reach the audiences around them.
The Covid-19 lockdown period in Ghana stirred my heart
to action and I knew I needed to do something more to
help individual missionaries and churches. Now more than
ever technology has shown the importance of connections.
God made us relate to each other through whatever means
possible. Therefore connections are vital, connections are
lasting, and connections allow new doors of opportunities
to reach the unreached. Connections bring forth a blessing
that goes both ways in giving and receiving.
So, along with the assistance of two other field
missionaries, I created an online series called ‘Media in
Missions’ which was focused on educating, encouraging,
and equipping people to do their ministry via media.
I thought the participants would be a small group of
Ghanaians but soon there were registrations from 10
African countries.
Over the years the Lord has allowed me to have close
connections with the Mobile Ministry Forum (MMF) team,
which is a network of missional innovators representing
more than 250 ministries. Media ministry leaders from this
network over the past 2 years reviewed thousands of online
resources to produce a comprehensive introductory-level
media ministry curriculum. The design of the ‘Mobiles,
Media, and Ministry: Lessons for Trainers and Learners’
curriculum suited me well
PEOPLE ARE CONSUMING MEDIA MORE THAN
with my desire to help train
and empower individuals
EVER BEFORE AND THE CHURCH CAN BUILD ON
and small teams to connect
THIS AND MAKE USE OF THIS OPPORTUNITY.
with the lost through media
devices.
Having had a small involvement in putting
the lessons together, I knew this material
would be the best starting point. I got to work
preparing a ‘Road Map’ for training over a
7-week period that would be suitable for an
African context. The training was to cover the
following: Foundations of Media Ministry ~
Mobile Ministry ~ Social Media ~ Photography
~ Video & Audio & Communications.
Countless hours behind the computer were
put into preparation for each lesson but as
the team logged onto zoom each week, we
knew it was worth it. Those participating in
the training were missionaries on the field,
mission agencies’ representatives, pastors,
students, media creatives, and more. Each
represented potential for taking media
ministry to the next level.

Early in the training, this question was
asked: How do you think mission agencies,
missionaries, and the church should help
feed the digital hunger that is growing?
Digital hunger can be explained in this way:
Just like when one is hungry or thirsty, they
will do everything possible to fill that thirst
or desire. It is the same with digital hunger.
We live in a world with a population of 7.7
billion. Nearly 60% of the world is connected
to the Internet and roughly 50% of the world’s
population is connected via social media.
The world has come such a long way in an
incredibly short time! People have become
so accustomed to using their devices with on
average people spending more than 2 hours
a day on social media alone. When one is not
‘connected’ as such, they feel isolated. People
are consuming media more than ever before
and the church can build on this and make

www.gemagh.org
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use of this opportunity.
Therefore, now more than ever the Gospel must
be present and visual on all levels. Believers must
be investing in using media strategically to reach
the lost, strengthen the church, restore hope,
reinforce truth, which in the end translates into
lives being transformed. The participants in the
course responded to this challenge by stating, ‘We
need to start doing more digital evangelism. We
need to be more present on social media. We need
to be involved in creating media. We need to be
involved in distributing Media.’
I believe that media ministry can be summed
up in one word: ‘communication’. Everything we
do is a form of communication, whether it be
sending or receiving. God is a Communicator; it is
a part of his ultimate nature, so he expects us to be
communicators as well. When communicating, we
must seriously consider the following three words:
Who, What, Where!

Who – Who are we trying to reach? We
cannot reach everyone, but we can all reach
someone. Many times, our focus is too wide on
reaching the whole world, when maybe God is
just trying to encourage us, for example, to use
WhatsApp to reach university students.
What – What am I communicating? Our message is critical as
it must be tailored to meet our audience. As well as being clear on our
message, we need to be certain about what response we are expecting
from our audience. For example, before we create a design with a
scripture on it and post it on our Facebook page, we need to consider
what we want people to understand from it. Equally important is to think
of what do we want people to do as a result of seeing the content we
have created. Maybe we just want to encourage someone by our media
message but we need to make sure that the message they receive is the
same as what we intended.
Where – Where will we connect with our audience? Do we know
where our audience is? Are they on social media or messaging platforms,
or will they be found at events, or only at the individual face to face level?
The 3W’s keep the focus right!
Halfway during the training, I wondered if the team was truly educating,
encouraging, and equipping people to do ministry via email. Doing all the
training online via zoom brought its challenges – mainly with the fact that
the interactive aspect was limited. So, a survey was run and a couple of
comments below confirmed that a need was being met:
•
I am grateful for how it is done so far. God bless you and
strengthen you for offering this useful training.
•
Thank you for the sessions, they are broadening my knowledge,
perspective, and passion with regards to media in missions.
•
But of recent I’ve been a bit dissatisfied, a sense of unfulfillment
you might say, I felt I ran out of ideas …but these sessions have been so
inspiring and have me going back to the drawing board.
•
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we can send the gospel out.
•
I am encouraged. And I am planning
to introduce some of the things I learned
in “my social ministry”.
•

A lot of eye-opening stuff.

•
I am challenged to do something
with the information I have received. My
passion is awakened.
The training may have finished but in a
sense, it’s only the beginning. Many have
committed to a further round of training
because they understand the huge potential
technology brings. ‘For such a time as this,
we desire to use what God has given us to be
a blessing to others.’
My name is Pete and I am passionate about
seeing God’s name proclaimed in this world. I
recognize at this very moment that we need
to get serious about reaching people with
a message of ‘Hope, Truth and Love’ that
connects with their hearts.

So, now is the time more than ever to
refocus our approach to using Media in
Ministry. The opportunities are endless, the
potential for movement is huge, but what will
be our response.
“Lord Jesus, help us to be in tune with your
voice so that we know what we need to do
in this time and season so that your name is
glorified. Amen.”
Peter Higham, from New Zealand serves
as a Missionary in Ghana with ACTS 13, a
ministry of WEC. Pete is creative and highly
skilled in various media tools and is passionate
about utilizing media to fulfil the Great
Commission. Peter voluntarily serves on the
Communication Team of GEMA and also
offers media training to interested churches
and mission organisations. Pete is married to
Tina and they are blessed with two kids.

www.gemagh.org

17

PRAYERCAST
FABULOUSLY USING MASS MEDIA TO ACTIVATE WORLD
CHANGING PRAYER FOR THE LOST

“The man who mobilizes the Christian church to pray will make the greatest
contribution to world evangelization in history.”
This popular Andrew Murrary quote seems to undergird and inspire the mission of
Prayercast “to activate victorious, world-changing prayer and worship through mass
media and the arts to advance the gospel to the masses”.

To this end, Prayercast, a ministry of OneWay
leverages innovative technologies and the help
of gifted intercessors and journalists to gather
prayers, news, stories, and video from around the
world. These components are then used to create
unique, compelling, and professional quality
prayer resources that are distributed around the
world using current and emerging technologies.
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answer was always given - Prayer. With that
information and with a background in music and
media, the Thompsons were thus inspired by the
Lord to use digital technology to activate Believers
to pray for world missions and for the harvest.

Prayercast resources are used regularly by God’s
people around the world in personal devotions,
prayer meetings, church services, missions
conferences, and large international prayer
gatherings.

Chris Ruge, a prayerful Christian leader with a
music and media background was so captivated
by the vision that he left his full time job as a
High School Music Teacher to take on the role of
Prayercast Director. The Lord has added many
amazingly gifted people to the Prayercast Team
over the years and it keeps growing in its impact
and significance continually.

OneWay Founders, Michael & Rachel Thompson
in 1997 went on a 40-day journey talking with
several Mission Leaders and asking them about
the one thing that needs to be done to accelerate
the fulfillment of the Great Commission. One

A core value of Prayercast is to make all of their
resources available free of charge. They can
be accessed, viewed, and downloaded through
prayercast.com, a website dedicated to activating
prayer around the world.
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The heart of Prayercast is number 1 thus for
those who do not know Christ and the Lord has
used it in incredible ways to activate people to
pray for the lost.
Dick Eastman, president of Every Home for
Christ observed that “In no other way can the
believer become as fully involved with God’s
work, especially the work of world evangelism, as
in intercessory prayer.”
Wesley Duewel, a former President of OMS
International also noted that “We can reach our
world, if we will. The greatest lack today is not
people or funds. The greatest need is prayer.” If
Duewel is right, then the ministry of Prayercast is
more crucial than can be imagined.
In Ghana and across Africa, it is widely believed
that prayer is the engine of missions and it must
be prioritized at all times without which no lasting
missionary work can take place.
The ministry and impact of Prayercast over the
years include the following:
• Over 450 different prayer videos featuring
every nation on earth, major world religions,
the Muslim world, and more
• Over 3 million videos viewed each month in
190+ countries
• Annual Ramadan campaign sent 585,000
emails this year, 288,000 social media reach

Impact
• 87% said it changed their view of Muslims o
40% said “a lot” or “a great deal”
• 99% said the content of their prayers
changed
		
* 2/3rds said it added “a lot of detail to my
prayer”
• 83% said it drew them deeper in prayer than
usual o 9% said it completely “transformed
how I pray”
• 75% prayed more often as a result
		
* Half of those prayed “a lot more often”
• 65% sensed God directing them to take
action as a result

		
* Open-ended responses included:
continuing prayer for Muslims, engaging
Muslims around me, mobilizing others,
financial giving, and both short- and long-term
missions work, among others.
• 96% rated Love Muslims ‘Excellent’ or ‘Very
Good’
• 80% shared Love Muslims content with
others
“I love the concept of the videos. it gives
a fresh take on praying for the world with
motivation”. – says Marilyn Khasnabish, a
frequent user of Prayercast.
The concept of using innovative technology to
activate God’s people to pray is simply a fantastic
idea which is yielding great results.
“I’ve already been addicted to praying for
the nations, driven by the love of Jesus.
The Prayercast videos have been wonderful
“enablers,” feeding this addiction. Watch
out; if you watch very many of these you
won’t be able to stop, and that’s a good
thing. And you’ll find yourself praying along.
Oh may the body of Christ be consumed with
this!” warns David Bales, a passionate Prayercast
frequent user.
“Our church pauses during Sunday Worship
to intercede with a Prayercast video. A
different nation of focus every week. The
video imagery and focus on people and
surrounding is astounding. The information
page for each nation is very insightful. "My
house shall be a house of prayer for all
nations!" says Rory Rodgers, another Prayercast
frequent use.
Tanja Bo, another user also testifies that she has
been using the Prayercast videos for prayers in
her personal and family prayer times for several
years. “You are praying with real people!
Music and video helps add to the experience.
Prayer is an amazing gift and it will
transform your heart, mind, and soul. Thank
you Lord for the gifts, talents, time and
financial support in making all this possible”.
Prayercast functions as a faith ministry
that relies on the gifts of those who use its
resources.

Want to change the world?

Pray! prayercast.com
www.gemagh.org
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Bible sales on
the rise due to
coronavirus:
Replace fear
with faith
By Rev Ato Edwin

W

ith uncertainty amidst the
coronavirus pandemic and many
people held up in their homes,
people are ordering books online, especially
the Good Book, according to some sources..
For many Christians in Ghana, this is no
accident, as people often go to the Bible
as a source of hope in times of crisis and
uncertainty. People draw hope from the
Scriptures because in it they see a God who is
with them during difficult times. The Bible, as
God's words to us, is a reminder that He doesn't
leave us to walk through difficult times alone.
“In Ghana, even amidst the suffering and
financial hardship we've continued to see
people engage with the Methodist Book Depot
by patronizing our shops purchasing Bibles as
encouraging gifts for loved ones during these
times,” a shop attendant said. "We believe
people are buying Bibles because there’s a
longing to connect with God, find meaning,
and experience peace she added.
According to (sales) information from
top Christian publishers, a vast majority of
Americans own Bibles, yet a large percentage
say they never read it, but that could be
changing. Alabaster Co., a small business in
California that sells books of the Bible for the
Instagram generation, saw an increase in sales
of up to 143 percent compared to last year. “In
this life-altering and unprecedented pandemic,
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people are looking for hope and restoration,"Brian Chung, co-founder and business director
of Alabaster Co., told Fox News.
Many people in China are patronizing Bibles
to read and meditate due to the fear of the
pandemic. Most people have taken to social
media platforms encouraging others to
purchase the Bible and through that develop a
personal relationship with God. Others are even
anticipating the world will end soon hence the
need to keep copies of the Bible.
Rev Ock Soo Park (Founder of Good News
Mission and International Youth Fellowship),
South Korea has said that what we keep in
our hearts and mind makes or unmakes us.
According to him the more we read the Bible
the more the mind of God gets formed in us
hence he encourages all to read the Bible
very often to be able to overcome the fear of
COVID-19.
Some say that every misfortune has a fortune.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is envisaged
that the world population shall develop
increased levels of loneliness, depression,
harmful alcohol and drug use, and self-harm or
suicidal behavior. On the contrary publishers,
wholesalers, retailers and online vendors of
bibles are rather experiencing an increase in
revenue during the pandemic.
Source: Ghanaweb

THE CHURCH THAT
MEETS ON WHATSAPP

Photo by Anna-Gru on unsplash

BY SAMSON USMAEL

E

ndale was trained to be a digital missionary four years
ago when he joined the staff to do student ministry.
Since the first day that he heard how he can use digital for
evangelism and discipleship, he has been using WhatsApp to
reach out to as many people as he can!
His first act was to start a spiritual conversation with some
of the people he knows using short films and GodTools. Those
who were believers asked him to train them. So he started
organizing WhatsApp groups for about 20 people at a time,
recording his voice, and sending it to them as they listen and
reflect in the group. So far, he has trained nearly 300 digital
missionaries using WhatsApp.
Together they use WhatsApp to share the Gospel in one-onone conversations. They have reached more than 3,000 people,
with nearly 100 people receiving Christ. As a result, they
started a church for the new believers named the Church of
God, which meets entirely on WhatsApp.
Yes, you read that right: a WhatsApp Church.
They meet every week on the messaging app. Endale shares
an audio sermon for about 20 to 30 minutes. Another member
records a worship song and shares it in the chat. The church
encourages each other, reading the Bible together and even
giving money to their ministry

WHY WHATAPP?
But why WhatsApp? Why not just go to church?
His church members are mainly living in Central Asian and
Arabic countries and they don’t have a way to safely meet
together for fellowship. The WhatsApp church is the only way
that they can grow in their faith and do ministry.
The WhatsApp church has around 300 active church
members, each knowing each other by name! So far the
members of that church have helped more than 100 people
come to know Christ, with 89 of them going through a
followup and discipleship process in WhatsApp and joining the
church. Endale married one of his disciples from WhatsApp! He
was using the Win-Build-Send strategy, though he kept one for
himself.
It is a joy for me to see God working and having a part to play
makes me humble and encouraged to press on. If you’re looking
for a way to make a difference using WhatsApp or other mobile
apps, I invite you to join us for Digital Outreach during GO
2020.
Samson Usmael is a missionary with the Great Commission
Ministry of Ethiopia. He has a background in electrical and
computer engineering and an interest in bringing the Good News
to the world through technology. He's passionate about raising an
army of entrepreneurs, technologists, programmers, designers.
Source: www.indigitous.org
www.gemagh.org
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WHY BEING AN 'AFRICAN
CHRISTIAN'
isn't an Oxymoron
By Yaw Perbi

A

friend and old school mate asked an ‘innocent
question’ on FaceBook: “Why is African
Traditional Religion confused with wizardry or
witchcraft?” Some of the responses I saw got my
missiological juices going!
Hanging out with my late grandfather, Emeritus Prof. J.H. Kwabena
Nketia, at the African Studies department garden at the University of
Ghana.
My grandfather, who was so well-eulogized in The New York Times
when he passed away last year (March 2019), was so African that some
people wondered how on earth he could be Christian! Even I used to
wonder, with his proximity to traditional folklore and hunter songs,
familiarity with traditional palace protocols, committed transcription of
Akan drum language, and such. It was hard for me to decouple African
traditions from ancestral and demonic worship. Being born and bred
Evangelical, in my conversations with him, I tried to figure out whether
he had a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Was he truly born again?
In the last couple of years as I’ve taken courses at the Akrofi-Christaller
Institute for Theology Mission & Culture, I have come to appreciate his way of being African and Christian,
which the current rector of the institute, during his Evening of Remembrance sermon (see pg. 39) at the
Great Hall of the University of Ghana, said that Grandpa epitomized. Prof. B.Y. Quarshie entitled his
sermonette from Galatians 3:1-9 as “Fully African, Fully Christian.” After all, Prof. Nketia was the founding
chancellor of Akrofi-Christaller, an accredited postgraduate degree-awarding institution, and continued for a
decade, till he was about 95 years old.
In his scholarly work in ethnomusicology I did not realize Grandpa was directly touching on missiology,
documenting the different sights and sounds of the very “great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language” that John the Revelator had a vision of, “standing before the throne and
before the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9). “The music of Africa, like its language, is, so to speak, ‘ethnic-bound.’
Each society practices its variant,” Grandpa said. Alas, this African Christian was doing holy work! As one
colleague put it, and reported in The New York Times, “He showed that the African history of music was a
sacred tradition revealed.”
1. THE GOSPEL CHALLENGES EVERY CULTURE
So back to Eliza’s question: “Why is African Traditional Religion confused with wizardry or witchcraft?”
Good question! My first instinctive answer was, “There’s a thin line; that may be why.” Every culture has
what is great about it (there are features/fingerprints of God all over) but also what is broken since Eden.
Idolatry is one consequence of that brokenness, whether African, Mesopotamian, or European culture. It’s
hard to beat the many gods the Greeks and Romans (Europeans, remember?) had. Paul speaks to this issue
not in an idol-ridden African village but at the Areopagus, in the heart of Greece as he gives his ‘TED Talk’:
So Paul, standing before the council, addressed them as follows: “Men of Athens, I notice that you are very
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religious in every way, for as I was walking along I
saw your many shrines. And one of your altars had
this inscription on it: ‘To an Unknown God.’ This
God, whom you worship without knowing, is the
one I’m telling you about. He is the God who made
the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord
of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made
temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs—
for he has no needs.

excluding none.
2. THE GOSPEL CHANGES EVERY
CULTURE (BUT IS ALSO SHAPED BY IT)

As a missiologist, I was surprised how in the
said FaceBook discussion little credence was being
given to the fact that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
for every nation, people group (ethnos), tribe, and
tongue. Do people just
not know that or do they
NEED REDEMPTION. intentionally suppress
MEANS ALL INCLUD- that truth?

He gives life and breath
ALL
to everything, and he
satisfies every need.
“ALL”
From one man he created
So while the Gospel
ING ALL, EXCLUDING NONE.
all the nations throughout
challenges and changes
the whole earth. He
every culture it is also
remarkably shaped by every culture! Kenyan
decided beforehand when they should rise and fall,
theologian John S. Mbiti said it best: “Christianity
and he determined their boundaries. His purpose
is always a beggar seeking food and drink,
was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps
cover and shelter from the cultures and times
feel their way toward him and find him—though
it encounters in its never-ending journeys and
he is not far from any one of us. For in him we live
and move and exist. As some of your poets have
wonderings.” True, some Westerners knowingly
or ignorantly tried to Westernize (ostensibly
said, ‘We are his offspring.’ And since this is true,
‘civilize’) our African peoples and that’s a shame
we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed
(a very human thing to do—to believe what we
by craftsmen from gold or silver or stone. God
have is best and others must conform) just as
overlooked people’s ignorance about these things
some early Christians wanted to make Jews out
in earlier times, but now he commands everyone
of Gentiles (by making circumcision a necessity)
everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him.
before they could be accepted into Christ.
For he has set a day for judging the world with
justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved
It is a real shame that Christianity and
to everyone who this is by raising Him from the
Colonialism came from the same vessel. This
dead” (Acts 17:22-31, NLT, emphasis mine).
generation’s got to separate the grain from the
chaff. If you are an African Christian you’ve got
The past is forgiven. God is now calling and
to decolonize your faith in Jesus Christ. ‘African
commanding “everyone everywhere” to have a
Christian’ is not an oxymoron. On the contrary, it
change of mind (repent) and turn towards him
(convert)! All peoples, everywhere! Africans aren’t
is the ultimate fulfillment of everything African.
My Christianity must make me more African, not
the only ones who have been called to turn away
less, otherwise, I’ve missed something really basic
from idols to the one true God. All have sinned
about the Gospel.
and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23);
all need redemption. “All” means all including all,
www.gemagh.org
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As a fellow Achimotan, I mentioned to Eliza
she had to marvel at how the founders expertly
maneuvered the tension between what’s good in
our African cultures and needed to be upheld and
what has to be discarded (including witchcraft)
because of God’s revelation in Christ. They,
therefore, wanted an institution whose ideals were
“the belief on which all else rest, in Jesus Christ as
the revelation of all time and all people, of the love
of God, and as the guide and pattern for our lives”
and simultaneously one where there was “respect
for all that is true and lasting value in the old
African culture, beliefs and ways of life.”
An example of an African Christian who
shaped European (and global) Christianity before
the advent of European missions to Africa and
colonialism a millennium-and-a-half later.
3. DECOLONIZING THE GOSPEL STORY
Every African Christian must own a copy of and
read Oden’s ‘How Africa Shaped the Christian
Mind.’ Early African Christians (as early as the
30s and 40s A.D.) and later on into the second to
fifth centuries literally shaped Western Christianity
before the latter turned around 1,500 years later to
bring us a Gospel that was in Western garbs and
made to look as if Jesus was ‘Made in the West.’
Know your history so that no one robs you of your
salvation in Jesus Christ, which is for all people–
every nation, tribe, and tongue.
Even newer than Oden’s work is Bantu’s “A
Multitude of All Peoples: Engaging Ancient
Christianity’s Global Identity” (2020). In it, he
asserts how “Christianity is not becoming a global
religion. It has always been a global religion. The
early Christian movement spread from Jerusalem in
every direction, taking on local cultural expression
all around the ancient world.” And asks, “So why
do so many people see Christianity as a primarily
Western, white religion?”
When people, out of arrogance or ignorance,
tell Africans like me that “Christianity is the
white man’s religion”, I laugh on many levels:
anthropological, historical, missiological,
scriptural, theological… I wish I had the time to
chase all those assertions and their originators.
The fact that I do not always respond should not be
misconstrued as I have no cogent answers.
Even without going into the MANY Scriptural
references to Africa(ns), I can think of African
Christians in the last 2,000 years who have shaped
Christianity like Athenesius, Anthony of Egypt,
St. Augustine (from Algeria), Justin, Clement,
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Origen (picture above), etc. Even the term ‘Trinity’
was coined by an African called Tertullian (from
Tunisia). He is the same guy who gave us the
designations of Old and New testaments.
Origen, for example, “was incomparably the
greatest scholar and theologian of the Eastern
Church in the early centuries as well as a
prolific writer. His learning and his works were
encyclopedic. He is reputed to have written about
6,000 books. The first scientific theologian,
Origen was a man ahead of his age, particularly
in terms of Biblical scholarship and criticism”
(Dictionary of African Christian Biography).
Make the time to visit the Dictionary of African
Christian Biography, and be inspired by the stories
of ancients through martyrs and missionaries to
nationalists. ALL AFRICAN.
TIME TO COOL OFF WITH A SIP OF
GLORIOUS PALM WINE
I like how intelligent contemporary Africans are
asking intelligent questions about culture and faith.
May it go with an attendant desire to learn the
proper history and with discernment to extract the
pure Gospel from its various cultural entrapments.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news for ALL
people–EVERY nation, tribe, and tongue!
Editor’s Note: Someone surely had to write this
and I am glad Dr. Perbi took that bold step and
has done a yeoman’s job in addressing this agelong issue. He graciously granted permission for
use in the VOM.
Dr. Yaw Perbi currently serves as
President of the International Student
Ministries of Canada and also as the Global
CEO of The HuD Group. A medical doctor
by training, he practiced in Ghana and Cote
d’Ivoire before making Canada his Base. Yaw
is passionate about missions and is a sought
after speaker at many international missions
conferences. He serves on the SEND
AFRICA Network steering Committee and
several Boards. A prolific writer of 15 books
including the highly recommended “Thinking
Outside the Window”, he is known to write
boldly from a biblical worldview on trending
issues. Yaw is married to Anyele and they
are blessed with five wonderful kids. https://
yawperbi.com/

Medical Evangelism in Ghana:
A Holistic Approach Towards
Missions By J. Kwame Opata

A Medical Doctor volunteering for CMRF during one of their medical outreaches.

Introduction

T

The quest to fulfil what we have all come
to accept as the great commission has
been going on since the ascent of our Lord
Jesus and the descent of the blessed Holy
Spirit. The task at hand appears to be
small. However, for more than 2000 years,
its fulfilment has been slow and gruesome. There
are several factors which contributed to the above
which we may not be able to presently discuss into
details in this paper. Prominent among the factors,
however, is the way earlier generations approached
missionary activities, something that has spilled
into present generation. And *I am* here referring
to the notion of missions been the exclusive
preserve of the ordained.
The idea of missions *being* the exclusive preserve
of the ordained has indeed contributed greatly
towards the delay in the fulfilment of the great
commission. It has highly wasted the resources

of the church and impoverished the world of the
blessings allotted them by Christ. Many who may
have been saved as a result may end up somewhere
else, should the grace and mercy of the Lord be
totally withheld from them.
In this article, one attempts to suggest that the only
way we can fulfil the great commission is to adopt a
holistic approach towards missions. I will endeavour
to explain what I mean by a holistic approach
and use medical evangelism as an example in the
foregoing.

Historical Perspective of Global Pandemics
It is very important that in the times we find
ourselves, missions do not become the exclusive
preserve of some selected few in Christianity.
Missionary activities must embrace all and sundry.
The apostle Paul commenting on such an approach
www.gemagh.org
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A very long queue of residents of a village in a remote part of Ghana attending a CMRF
medical outreach in 2013

used the analogy of the body in 1 Corinthians 12 to
describe how effectively the church must work to
fulfil God’s agenda. 1 Cor 12:14-19 reads;
Now the body is not made up of one part but of
many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be part of the body. And
if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I
do not belong to the body,” it would not for that
reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
would the sense of smell be? But in fact, God
has arranged the parts in the body, every one of
them, just as he wanted them to be.
William Carey has also intimated that we must use
and deploy all available channels in reaching the
lost for Christ. When we fail to identify, adopt, and
use these available channels, our ability to fulfil the
missionary mandate will be stunted.

Holistic missions in this sense must therefore
be seen from the following angles:
First, allowing all persons who have received
Jesus as their Lord and saviour to grow in Christ,
develop and mature with the sense that they are
missionaries. In this way, missionary work will not
be thought off as the privilege of the ordained - even
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though ordained ministry is very important - but a
call from God to all those who have received Jesus
as Lord and saviour. Hence the Christian will have a
fruitful engagement with God.
Second, approaching missions holistically implies
using all the available gifts, talents, and skills for the
propagation of the gospel. Every gift that promotes
life and wellbeing must be harnessed and used
for the propagation of the Gospel. It is generally
accepted that there are spiritual gifts and natural
gifts. People who are said to possess spiritual
gifts become better candidates when it comes to
proclaiming the gospel and are mostly selected over
those with natural gifts. The general assumption
is that only those with spiritual gifts can proclaim
the gospel. It is as though the one with natural (or
physical) gift is not inspired by the Holy Spirit in
its usage. However, as Christians we all share in the
same Holy Spirit, Word of God, Baptism, etc. And
though our assignments, callings and
giftedness are different, they are to compliment the
body of Christ, demonstrating the incarnation – the
union of the divine and human natures – bringing
glory to our God who created us diversely and
loves this diversity. Therefore, the spiritually gifted
believer, must also work with his or her physical
compatriots to get the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ to the unsaved.

Hence, the ordained, thought to be the only one
spiritually qualified to embark on missions, will
learn not to discriminate against Christians who
are called into other professions. Christians in other
professions must also acknowledge that they are
also been inspired by the Holy Spirit and must work
as such. Such an attitude is what will get the gospel
into the secular atmospheres and pull the unsaved,
locked in that darkness to Christ, helping them
to reflect the glory of God. Hence people in other
professions like medicine, teaching, engineering,
law etc., may all be engaged for the fulfilment of the
great commission. We may therefore be looking
at Medical Evangelism, Teaching Evangelism,
etc., where Christians of different professions can
use both their spiritual, physical or natural skills,
talents and endowments for sharing the Gospel.
Their gifts becomes a bridge that draws and points
the people to Christ. This is part of the reason why
the missionaries who brought the gospel to Ghana
established schools, hospitals, and church halls.
They had in mind to use all available channel to
communicate the Word of God. The above therefore
serves as the background for the book Medical
Evangelism in Ghana: A Holistic Approach Towards
Missions.

Medical Evangelism
This kind of evangelism may mean the use of
medicine as a tool for evangelistic activities. Persons
embarking on such missions, the medivangelists,
uses medicine as a tool for outreach and in addition
proclaims the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. This
is a holistic kind of mission because it embraces
the use of all avenues that confirms the salvation
work of Christ in a human being. Salvation is a
holistic activity. It is not just the saving of the spirit
but the totality of the human person. This kind of
evangelism is therefore an attempt to minister to
the totality of the human person, who is a spirit,
has a soul and lives in a body. As the word of God
reaches and ministers to the spirit and the soul and
“sometimes” the body, the medical aspect reaches
out to the body.
Secondly, it is a kind of mission, as outlined in the
book, that embraces the gifts, talents, and callings
of different Christians from varying professions.
Hence, in this mission, we see the ordained reverend
minister working together with psychologist,
ophthalmologist, surgeons, dentists, nurses,
engineers, etc. All these professionals engage the
unsaved through an intricate system which makes
it impossible not to hear the word because of one’s
importunity, which eventually leads to his or her
salvation.

Thirdly, medical evangelism becomes the bridge
that attracts people to God. Health needs are
common everywhere. And our health care systems
are increasingly becoming expensive. Surgeries
are expensive. Hence if a person receives such a
ministration for free, it is a kind of deliverance that
has enough power to minister and confirm the love
of God to him or her. Personally, I have witnessed
people who turn to Christ after receiving surgical
treatment. Hence as an evangelistic tool, it confirms
the love of God to the unsaved, serving as a bridge,
opening their heart and allowing them to receive the
gospel

Categories of Medical Evangelism
Medical evangelism falls under two broad
categories. We have the long term category, whereby
clinics, hospitals are established in strategic areas for
missionary purposes. Long term indicates a period
90 days and above. The Catholic Health Services,
Methodist Church Ghana Hospitals and Clinics,
the Presbyterian Health Services, the Church of
Pentecost Hospitals and Clinics, Assemblies of
God Hospitals at Nyankpaduri and Saboba, Manna
Missions Inc. Hospital in Teshie, Lighthouse
Missions Hospital & Fertility Center and many
others, have established permanent structures for
long term medical evangelistic purposes. These
structures contributes more than 40% to the total
Ghanaian healthcare systems and they work jointly
with the government. This shows, how much the
church in Ghana contributes to society.
The second category is short term missions. In this
category, missionary activities ranges from one day
to about 90 days. Those who were engage in this
category use mobile clinics for their outreaches. The
Scripture Union of Ghana, the Ghana Fellowship
of Evangelical Students, the Christian Missions
Resource Foundation (CMRF) are examples of
agencies who employ this or fall under this category.
Members found in the long term category may
also use their bases as deployment centres for
short terms missions. The purpose of short term
medical outreaches is to reach out to strategic areas,
especially places with religious strong holds, with
the gospel. For the sake of this paper we shall focus
our attention on the Christian Missions Resource
Foundation (CMRF) and its model of Medical
Evangelism.

The Christian Missions Resource Foundation
(CMRF) Model
The CMRF was founded by Group Captain Sam
A. Annankra in 1993 as a result of the need to
www.gemagh.org
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A hospital run by a Mission Organization in Ghana, The Kings Village.
Photo credit: The Kings Village

practicalize the Word of God. It exist to mobilize
Christians and resources worldwide to send forth
God’s love through God’s Word and positive acts of
deeds. Since its inceptions, the foundation, together
with its partners, have ministered to more than six
hundred and sixty communities, which are mostly
deprived and marginalized in Ghana and the
world over. The Foundation has conducted over a
thousand surgeries of which beneficiaries did not
contribute a pesewa or cent.
The model used by the foundation, which we
affectionately call the “CMRF Model” is thus a useful
one, whose details cannot be dealt with in this paper.
However, it is noteworthy that together with her
partners, CMRF has been able to penetrate Islamic
strongholds with the word of God and medicine
and through that act, several people received the
gospel and their healing. churches and fellowships
eventually sprung up in this areas. Herein lies the
power of medical evangelism: its ability to break
through religious strongholds, unify the body of
Christ towards a common goal and minister to the
whole person.

Conclusion
In conclusion, we need to make it clear that medical
evangelism is expensive. It is never our regular kind
of mission. We must undertake careful planning,
ensuring that its delicate details are well catered for
before each mission.
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However, it should be supported. We must give
generously to bodies that embark on medical
evangelism, supporting the development of health
workers and institutions. Christians must endeavour
to even explore various ways of generating vaccines
and cures which is also part of our responsibility.
We must appreciate the fact that most people who
possess the gifts of healing do minister in season.
However, the one who manufactures a mosquito
net to deal with malaria and other insects will save
more lives. Though both are inspired by God and
must work together for the betterment of society,
the latter’s work will last longer and save more
lives. However, on the mission field, the two should
work together, to demonstrate the beauty of the
incarnation and the love of Christ to others. The
church must take medical evangelism serious and
use its tool to her advantage.
Editor’s Note: This article is an except from the book
with the same title written by the author.
J. Kwame Opata is an associate pastor at ICGC
Military Temple. He is a member of the Christian
Missions Resource Foundation. A Master of Theology
candidate at Trinity Theological Seminary and holds
masters degrees in Ministry and Biblical Counseling.
His area of call is teaching, missions, and prayer. He
is married to Rebecca and their union is blessed with
two sons.
For copies of his book, please contact him through:
kwameopata@gmail.com or +233 54 031 6355

THE AFRICAN CHURCH CONTINUES
WITH THE FRONTLINE COMBAT
AGAINST THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

A

cross the continent of Africa, the
Church continues with diverse
interventions in assisting their
various governments in the fight against
the novel Corona virus.
With 751,769 infections and 15,755 deaths as at the
third week of July 2020, Africa has not been drastically affected by the corona virus as compared with
other continents of the world and also as projected
by the World Health Organization (WHO). Nevertheless, the numbers keep rising daily and the
changing nature of the virus puts everybody on
the alert. Also, with a gloomy projection for the
continent by the WHO, various governments are
doing their best to avoid that overwhelming and
catastrophic situation coming to pass. The Church
has been at the forefront of this fight and has been
playing a formidable role.
Africans love to pray and standing on The Lord’s
promise to heal our land when we call upon Him in
prayer, various churches have embarked on massive
prayer and fasting endeavours across the continent
for the Lord’s intervention. 2 Chronicles 7:14 is one
of the major scriptures used often in intercession
- "if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their
land”.
Besides intercession and fasting, church services
(either virtually or in person services with small
groups of people observing the physical distancing
protocols), preaching the gospel, praying for the
sick and bereaved families, funeral services, offering counseling and support services, other physical
interventions are also being put in place by the
church across Africa as we would read in the points
below.
The church across the continent has adopted holistic approach in battling the virus at all fronts. This
includes massive health education and information

campaigns, admonishing their members to adhere
to the safety protocols and government restrictions,
providing food baskets to needy families, donation
of funds, providing support for Health workers, donating medical and protective equipment, offering
hospitals and Church properties to be used as quarantine/isolation centers and many other forms of
amazing social action and humanitarian assistance.
The General Secretary of the All Africa Conference
of Churches, Dr Fidon Mwombeki, observed that
“First and foremost, churches are opinion leaders in
their communities. Their voices to accept the reality
and severity of the threat, has been very important,
particularly in supporting the members to follow the
protocols set by their governments to help prevent
the spread of the virus.”
According to a World Council of Churches (WCC)
report, Mwobeki, also noted "it is well known that in
Africa, churches contribute a large portion of health
services, especially in remote and rural areas. In this
way churches are using their medical facilities as
frontline responders. We thank God that so far, the
virus is mainly in large cities in Africa,”.
Many church leaders are also doing their best to dispel wrong theological statements disseminated by
false prophets and other religious leaders as well as
the many conspiracy theories and are also educating the skeptics on the continent who still believe
the pandemic is a hoax.
In this Voice of Missions report, we certainly may
not cover all the amazing things taking place across
the continent of Africa, but we will highlight a few
examples of what some Churches in different parts
of Africa are currently involved in with the COVID-19 response/combat.
In Nigeria, the Catholic Church in May offered all
its 425 hospitals and clinics to the Presidential Task
Force on COVID-19 for use as isolation and treatment centers.
Also in Nigeria, the member organizations of the
Nigerian Evangelical Missions Association (NEMA)
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that are involved in medical missions have been at
the frontline of the combat through their hundreds
of hospitals across the country.
In Zambia, The Council of Churches of Zambia
(CCZ) gladly offered the use of its David Livingstone College of Education in Livingstone, as an
isolation facility to be used by the government.
In Somalia, the Finn Church Aid launched a preventative campaign against the spread of the novel
corona virus in schools and settlements for internally displaced people in the southwest State of Baidoa,
Somalia.
In Liberia, the United Methodist Church launched
an Anti COVID-19 Campaign and Taskforce. The

Liberia Area Bishop, Samuel J. Quire Jr. challenged
United Methodists to lead the country in adhering
to the health protocols issued by the government.
They also contributed financially towards the
$100,000 Campaign fund.
In South Sudan, the Council of Churches launched
Campaigns focusing on information sharing, hand
washing, physical distancing and providing protective equipment amongst other assistance.
In Ghana, the Church of Pentecost offered its 250
acre ultra-modern Pentecost Convention Centre
(PCC) at Gomoa Fetteh as an isolation centre for the
treatment of COVID-19 patients in the country.
The Head of the Church, Apostle Eric Nyame-

The Pentecost Convention Center in Ghana
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kye in an interview remarked that “The
government wants a place to isolate the
COVID-19 Patients and they have called
upon the Church of Pentecost Convention
Center. If the Government makes this
request of you, you can’t deny them so that
is one big thing and it can accommodate
over 1,000 people there and more than 300
medical personnel.
He added that “We also bought PPEs and
other relief items for the Ministry of health,
we donated 100,000 Ghana cedis to the
COVID-19 fund. We have three hospitals
and 5 clinics as a church and we supported
them with PPEs”
Also in Ghana, some member organizations of the Ghana Evangelical Missions
Association (GEMA) as well as the Christian Health Association of Ghana (CHAG)
have been at the frontline of the combat
through their hundreds of hospitals across
the country.
In Uganda, the Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) staff accelerated their efforts
to prevent infections in refugee camps

United Methodist young adults in Eastern Freetown, Sierra Leone, act out a skit
to share information about the corona virus. Photo by Phileas Jusu, UM News

and host communities. According to a World Council
of Churches report, The LWF works with over 450,000
refugees, providing support, shelter, sanitation and other
essential services to those who have fled mainly from
conflicts in neighbouring South Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
In Sierra Leone, the United Methodist Church according to
a UM news report, took the corona virus fight to the streets
using “drama, jingles and songs to educate people about
the corona virus"
In Cote d’Ivoire, the UM News also reported that the
Ivorian United Methodist Church" is using its Voice of
Hope radio station and programs on national television as
its main channels of awareness and communication”.
In Egypt, the Egypt Independent online newspaper
reported that local Church Leaders admonished their
members to adhere to the government restrictions and the
churches have been active in COVID-19 education.

A Church Service in Burkina Faso. The Congregations
across Africa are doing well to adhere to the COVID-19
safety protocols since some churches began to re-open
from May 2020.

In Tanzania, the Evangelical Lutheran/Church, prepared "a
statement to educate people about misleading theologies
and promote a theology of hope, and also guide on
reducing stigma for those who are sick. According to a
WCC report, they observed that “there was a lot of stigma
and discrimination associated with the disease. Those who
have been infected were being stigmatized, but we want the
churches to take a lead in welcoming back those who have
been healed.”
Throughout the continent of Africa, from South Africa to
Kenya, from Senegal to Madagascar, from Mozambique to
Chad, thousands of Christian Health Workers and medical
Missionaries are involved in frontline medical work that is
impacting communities and helping to stop the spread of
the corona virus.
To God be the Glory.

A Christian Health Worker in action in a rural community in Ghana. Photo credit; The Kings Village
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Seven (7) Quick Guidelines
To Discern A Fake MuslimConvert By Haruna Mogtari
Introduction

I

t is disheartening in recent times that while the
global Church is welcoming unprecedented
numbers of Muslims turning to Jesus al-Masih
for salvation, other unscrupulous ones have
formed the habit of moving around our Christian
community professing to be Christians when they
are not. They would feign that their families or
Ummah is seeking for their lives. Indeed, there are
a few instances where Muslim-Converts go through
such an experience. Nevertheless, these are scammers
who take advantage of the situation. They are well
versed in the art of deception -- knowledgeable in
the Qur'an and familiar with Christian spirituality
and terminologies, these help them to easily prey on
unsuspecting Christians and Congregations.
It is for this reason that, it is necessary to set a few
guidelines to discern these fake Muslim-converts.
There are some common traits you would find in
the behavior of these scammers who don't want
salvation but your money and anything that will
satisfy their greed. These have been outlined below:
1. The motivation for their conversion. They
narrate an instant conversion story through some
supernatural happenings or angelic visitation in
real/physical life. Some claim to have supernatural
powers when they haven't even learned some basic
Christian living.
2. They are not established in a local
Church. They will sometimes try to give the
impression that they are now searching for a local
Church to fellowship with, or tell you they have
been to several Churches (popular ones) but nobody
was willing to help. They make the situation so
complex that you can't find a genuine Believer or
even a Muslim to validate their conversion story.
This person may likely be connected to a team of
scammers who aid this person in his deception.
3. Very demanding. They are always making
demands from their unsuspecting victims for
money to meet urgent needs in their lives or a
business deal they can't afford to lose. Some create
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the impression of being under divine instructions
which makes it difficult if not impossible to guide
and counsel them (common sense doesn't work for
them). They are always on the run with someone on
their heels to harm them. They make outrageous or
frequent financial demands for their false expenses.
They succeed by playing psychologically on people's
minds and emotions or guilty feelings.
4. Loss of Privileges. They create the impression
that they come from privileged Muslim families and
because of their conversion they have lost all these
privileges. They cover any possible trace to their real
families and where they come from. They might
lead you to false locations if you insist to go and
know where they live.
5. Excessive Excuses. They always have excuses or
reasons they can't settle down with a local Church.
They are simply difficult people to help and who
are not opened for advice because all that they want
is your money. Your help is only good when it will
meet their demand.
6. Have the habit of moving from one Church
to another. Fake Muslim-Converts are in the
habit of 'hopping' from one Church to another to
take advantage of unsuspecting Christians. They will
attend your Church for a while but when they don't
get what they want they will suddenly disappear.
Or when they realize you are being critical of their
real intentions they get uncomfortable with you and
describe you as not spiritually sensitive.
7. They will attempt to discredit any person (genuine
Muslim converts connected to their victims) who
expresses doubt about their genuineness.
Please Note: If you are not sure of the genuineness of
a recent Muslim-Convert please seek for help from
Network of Muslim-Converts who are well known
within your Christian Community
Haruna Y. Mogtari is the Director of Step
Missions International (SMI).

I CAN'T SMELL FAITH CAN SING THROUGH
DAYS OF SORROW
Reflections from a Christian Doctor who has
Recovered from the Corona Virus.
It was a regular day. I had returned from my usual
morning reviews at work, then rounds with a
few colleagues. I got home to prepare food for
the week. While the stew was on fire, I realised
for the first time that I couldn't smell the aroma
of the stew I was preparing.

So I prayed, finished up my stew, and went
through the day.

freshener in my
hall, I complained
the day before
that it didn't
smell like the
previous ones I
had bought.

of COVID positive
patients in the
country and the
world, as well as
doctors who had
tested positive.
In the following
weeks, I had to battle with the psychological
issues with whether or not I was positive, having
to live an isolated life and having to give feedback
to many loved ones who wanted to know how
work was.. While not raising their anxiety levels.

Then, I went to spray my perfume, still, I couldn't
sense the fragrance. I had just hanged a new air

In the week, I realised the anosmia wasn't
resolving, so, I spoke to some seniors who upon
speaking to the COVID response team in my
facility, decided to retest me, isolate and let me
start treatment while awaiting my results.
Thus began my journey in making to the statistics

I CAN'T SMELL!!! I screamed,
left my kitchen and quickly went to
check if I could sense other smells.

Now, putting things together, I concluded I had
anosmia - a medical term for the inability to
smell.

I knew two other colleagues who had anosmia
and later tested positive for COVID.
"Could this be COVID or usual sequelae of the
cold I had been having the week before?"
I thought.

I had taken my samples 3 days earlier, as part
of the protocol as a few colleagues had been
exposed to some positive patients hence all staff
had to check. When I went taking my samples, I
was perfectly fine.
I had tested positive for malaria two days before
taking my samples so I was on malaria treatment.

Aside from that, I had none of the usual COVID
symptoms.
But now, I was having anosmia, one of the rarest
but highly sensitive symptoms of COVID.
Well, it could also be due to the cold I was having.

Thank God for prayers.
Thank God for a community of faith.
Thank God for friends and mentors.
Thank God for faith.
Thank God for His word.
Thank God for the discipline of Solitude.
Thank God for prayers

When I first realised that I had anosmia, the first
thing I wanted to do was to pray. To pray and
hope it wasn't. And to pray for strength to go
through it even if it was.
Prayer is a means of supply of the spirit and
strength to anyone going through such periods.
Paul said, "I know this will work for my good
through your prayer and supply of the spirit" Phil 1:19. Prayer, whether individual or corporate
is so beneficial and of great benefit to anyone
www.gemagh.org
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going through such experiences. Sometimes, it
may be difficult for one going through such an
experience to ask for prayers hence if you know
anyone going through it, request if you could
bear them out in prayers.
Thank God for the community of faith

After praying when I realized I had anosmia, my
second reaction was to text my friend and then
a mentor of how I was feeling and how I needed
prayers. I let them know those I know who had
anosmia and had tested positive. I just asked
them to pray. To pray for me and to pray with me.
A colleague asked me "what would I want her to
do for me during that period?" I just told her to
be a friend.
Call to check up, laugh, and pray.

That was not the time to let me know and for that
matter, anyone who gets it knows that they had it
because they were careless or negligent!

No one goes inhaling the viral particles on
purpose. With all protocols in place, even
wearing masks even throughout a 12-hour duty,
sometimes, these infections happen. And the
least help you can be for anyone is to let them
think they were infected because they were
negligent. The Bible records of how Jonathan
met David in the strongholds to strengthen his
faith in The Lord... 2 Sam 23:16-17

Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to
David in the woods and strengthened his hand in
God. And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand
of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be
king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even
my father Saul knows that.”. Paul talks of how he
was sometimes deserted in his ministry.
Don't be like Job's friends, better to be silent than
say unnecessary words.

So for anyone going through, find strength in a
community of faith, trusted one or two people,
and endure it together. Wisdom will be needed
on who to tell, as some may just be anxious and
worried when they get to know. And if you're
privileged to know this about anyone, know the
information shared is a pearl of great treasure
given, keep it well and handle it well.

Third, thank God for His Word. During the period,
I found much strength and comfort in His word
concerning healing, victory, and protection. Yes!
I had had COVID. But that didn't water down the
promises of God to me concerning healing or His
protection.
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Psalm 48:14 told me, “This is Our God, The Lord
Our God, He will be our guide, even till death”!
I believed God, my guide worked out all things
for my good and He had a purpose in letting this
happen and as He leads on, I could rest and trust
in His plan.
Thank God for faith.

The hymnist says faith can sing through days of
sorrow. And to me, faith during those periods in
God's word and work in times past forbade me to
think He was going to leave me in trouble to sink.
Yes, there were times I wished I was at work, yes
there were times I wished I could step out, but
God's Holy Spirit's comfort in making adjusts to
the new circumstances helped.
Finally, thank God for Solitude.

The discipline of Solitude is one that I've always
loved. However, an increasing work schedule had
made it difficult in times preceding my ailment
to have some time alone with God. However, this
period helped put things in order - to retreat, restrategise, and get back into God's plan for my
life.
Thank God for peace, His peace that surpasseth
all understanding. When I recovered, my two
doctors who were taking care of me told me they
hadn't met a happy patient like me before...
I smiled, and said, that's the feeling when you
know God takes care of His own.

I received my results two weeks after taking my
samples, 8 days after I had isolated, 7 days after
the anosmia resolved.

When I was told my results were positive, my
friends laughed that I made it to the national
statistics of COVID cases, I laughed and said yea,
but I would make it to the recovered data also!
Today, I look back and thank God for everything
that experience taught me as well as many lives
God will use me to help go through the experience
of surviving COVID...
Faith can sing through days of sorrow.

If you are passionate about MISSIONS and would be
interested in sharing your STORY, please connect with us.
We would love to hear from you.

Women on a

Mission
By Rhoda Oluwkemi Appiah

T

Editors Note: “Women on a Mission” is a new column in the VOM
beginning with this edition. Missionary Rhoda Kemi Appiah will be
featuring various women involved in mission work across Africa. She
starts with biblical examples in this article but also has another article
in this edition on an exceptional woman on a mission she interviewed
who happens to be a Medical Missionary.

he role of women in the advancement of God’s kingdom cannot be underestimated, from the beginning of time. From the eve of the fall in the
Garden of Eden to the resurrection morning, until today, women have
played significant roles in the advancement of God's kingdom.
Sad to say though; many Christian women have come to believe until they mount
the pulpit or are directly involved in the business of bringing souls to the kingdom;
they are not involved in the great commission. Though such platforms are avenues
for serving God, they are not the only ones; and the Holy Scriptures provide us
with ample evidence to that effect. From the labour ward, where the midwives in
Egypt spared the lives of the Hebrew sons; the decision that consequently led the
preservation of the life of Moses, to the New Testament, where Mary Magdelene,
the first disciple announced the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the role of
women in ministry has been as diverse as our faces. This article seeks to expand
on some of these unique roles to broaden the mind and help women shake off the
deception of the enemy as we assume our responsibilities in our different spheres
of life.
1. The midwives in Egypt.
A midwife is more often than not, a woman who assists women to give birth; we
could call them professional nurses in today's world. There is the tendency of
a lady who finds herself in this noble professional jacket to believe that she has
nothing to do as far as the advancement of God’s kingdom is concerned. But
this is undoubtedly a wrong notion. Even people in the occult world know the
importance of being in contact with a new life for the first time; since the words
spoken into the lives of a new-born can have a positive or negative effect on that
child's destiny. Almost all professions can be used to advance God's kingdom if
rightly viewed. However, the medical profession offers more opportunities since
most medics encounter people at their most critical points such as birth, death, or
during life-threatening sicknesses. These are rare junctures to connect lives to God
through love, care, and godly wisdom. The Bible described the Hebrew midwives
as "wives (who) feared God." These women could have been killed by Pharaoh but
they dared to obey God even at the peril of their lives because "The fear of man
brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD shall be safe." (Proverbs 29:25).

The role of
women in the
advancement of
God’s kingdom
cannot be
underestimated,
from the
beginning of
time.
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2. Pilate’s wife.
Women are known to have the power to influence and such influence could be negative or positive. Pilate's wife
was one good Influencer. She was possibly a homemaker judging from her husband's position as a Governor.
Pilate had to decide in respect of the death of Jesus Christ and it took his wife's advice to help him make the
right decision: "While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him saying, "Have nothing to do
with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him."
As a woman with good judgment, she warned her husband not to soil his hand by taking part in the death of
Jesus. The result of this advice can be seen in verse 24 "When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but
rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this Person. You see to it."
As women, we can bring our power of influence to bear in the lives of our husbands and children by guiding
them to make decisions that will help advance the cause of Christ wherever they find themselves.
3. Queen Esther.
Position and beauty are some of the attractions in a woman's world and God are not against any of these in my
opinion. His problem, I believe, is our perception and attitude toward such
endowments. Queen Esther had beauty, position, and more but she submitted
her life and graces to God’s authority. She buried all the glory and beauty at
Women are
the feet of God and was selfless by agreeing to put her life on the line for the
sake of preserving the nation of Israel. Her famous phrase in Esther 4:16c "…
known to have
if I perish, I perish." continues to challenge and inspire generations of women
even today. The Jewish race was preserved by this bold and beautiful woman's
the power to
wisdom, sacrifice and prayers.

influence and
such influence
could be
negative or
positive.

4. The blessed Mary.

No human being in his or her right senses ever does things to court shame
and disgrace; but that was the price that the mother of Jesus had to pay to
advance God’s kingdom in her time. In the culture in which Mary found herself, to be with a child outside wedlock was a serious thing of shame. That was
why her espoused husband, Joseph, planned to put her away secretly. "Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly…" Matthew 1:19. This young
woman bore the shame for God's sake and carried the Son of God. At times a
woman's contribution towards the advancement of God’s kingdom may bring
her shame, disgrace and disappointment. The question is,
how many of us are willing to bear reproach for Christ's
sake? Such shame might come about on the mission field
as a result of financial difficulties, health issues, ministry
challenges etc. We might even be reproached by our fellow
Christian women, who might not understand the need for
sacrifice. Anyone in such a situation especially women,
should take consolation in the verse that says "God is not
unrighteous to forget our labour of love". Hebrews 6:10.
5. Priscilla.
This great teacher was a mighty instrument for discipleship alongside Aquila, her husband. They were both
instrumental in helping Apollos to become well-rooted
in God's word. The need for women in the ministry of
discipleship cannot be overemphasized. We need women
today, who are rooted and grounded in God's word to help
instruct the Apollos' of our time and also disciple young
women and children in our generation.
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The need for women in the
ministry of discipleship
cannot be overemphasized.
We need women today,
who are rooted and
grounded in God's word to
help instruct the Apollos'
of our time and also
disciple young women
and children in our
generation.

6. Eunice and Lois.
Eunice and Lois (Mother and Grand Mother of Timothy respectively). These two women without any iota of doubt were
women who were rooted in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Their invaluable contribution to the kingdom was the raising
of a great son by the name, Timothy. They neither held an
open air evangelistic campaign nor carried out cross-culture
missions, yet their godly legacy in the life of Timothy lives
on. Together, these women raised a son who became a great
asset to the kingdom of God. In our fast paced world today,
it is common place to find both mom and dad legitimately
busy in the world of work just to meet the demands of the
ever-increasing financial needs of the family. There is therefore a high demand for godly grandmothers who will replace
housemaids to help raise and disciple the next generation.
7. The Samaritan woman.

This woman did not seem to have the credentials for the
office of an evangelist judging from her marital failures. She
had been married to five husbands and had "dumped" them
all. The open arms of Jesus however welcomed her into the
kingdom and transformed her into a unique Evangelist
in Samaria with a simple message, "Come, see a Man who
told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?
John 4:29. What was the result of her outreach? "Then they
said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what
you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know
that this is indeed the Christ, " the Savior of the world."
John 4:42. Our society is quick to judge a woman who falls
into the category of the Samaritan woman. However, we
must remember the words of our Lord: "For the Son of
man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." Luke
19:10. As women, we must pray for a heart of compassion
to reach out to our fellow women irrespective of their
social status.
In conclusion, I would like to say that the Bible abounds
with examples of great women such as Ruth, Deborah, the
widow of Zarephath, Phoebe, in addition to countless other women (both named and unnamed) who contributed in
diverse ways to the advancement of God's kingdom.
We, in this generation, have no excuse. I believe we are
equipped to do much more. Watch out for this column:
"Women in Ministry" for great articles and interviews
with contemporary women and let’s learn together on how
to serve God in unique ways with our different gifts and
graces.
Rhoda Oluwkemi Appiah is a pioneering missionary of Fullstature Missions International together
with her husband, Rev. Daniel Hyde Appiah. Their
union is blessed with three children. Rhoda is a
lover of God and His word, with an overwhelming desire to see God's kingdom advance in
every sphere of society. You can contact her at:
kemiappiah@gmail.com
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Drumbeat
with Ray Mensah

Beating the drum to call the Church in Africa back to the Heartbeat of God

TOGETHER FOR THE
GREAT COMMISSION

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” This
popular African proverb has been widely used around the world to challenge
people to work together. I have even seen it used as inspirational signs
hanging on the walls of airports in Europe and other parts of the world. The
church and mission community cannot therefore overlook this wise proverb.

I

t is not rocket science that it is really easy to go
solo and to do things alone as an individual or as
a church or organization. You can really go fast
alone as partnerships can be messy at times and
can take time to form and get into action mode.
However this proverb does categorically point to
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the fact that if we really want to go far and achieve
long-lasting results, then we’ve got to do it together.
A Chadian Pastor once remarked that “The task of
the Great Commission is too large for a single church
or organization to accomplish alone”.

Missio Nexus also has this statement as their
tagline and slogan, and you will always see it
on their communication pieces. “The Great
Commission is too big for anyone to accomplish
alone and too important not to try to do together.”
I originally sent part of this article as a Memo
to the Mission Leaders in Ghana. That day, Dr.
Kofi Ahlijah, GEMA’s Partnership & Advocacy
Director at a Partnership Development Officers
Forum Zoom meeting, quoted Tim Lewis who
said something like this ..” no matter how huge an
organization or church is, it cannot fulfill the Great
Commission alone”..
Hmm, the same idea said
by different people.
I guess the Lord of the
Harvest is speaking

One of my favourite scriptures is from Genesis
11:6, when the Lord said “ if they have begun to
do this as one people speaking the same language,
then nothing they devise will be beyond them”
This work is too big for any one of us, and my
point and prayer at this hour is that, we will
truly understand that and speak one language
of reaching the lost together. It will be a GAME
CHANGER!
I will keep this piece on the surface and we will
delve deeper on this matter in times ahead.

No matter how huge an
organization is, it cannot fulfil
the great commission alone.

to us today so strongly on this matter. Africa is
known to have a communal spirit; however, what
I have seen in the Church and Mission world in
Ghana and Africa is that we rather tend to be more
individualistic than can be imagined.
There is another common saying in Africa that
“it takes a whole village to raise a child.” Has this
changed in our modern times? I would thus say that
it takes the whole church and mission agencies
together to take the whole gospel to the whole
of Africa and the whole world. The Lausanne
Covenant clearly includes the notable phrase,
‘evangelization requires the whole church to take
the whole gospel to the whole world’.[
I have realized over the years that it really takes a
considerable lot of intentionality to partner with
other organizations other than your own. It’s so
easy to go solo and to focus on just your church or
organization.

In this Covid-19
Pandemic, it has
become so obvious
that we need each
more than ever.

Western nations and the Non Western nations,
the Churches and the Mission Agencies/Para
Church Organizations. Anglophone Africa and
Francophone Africa as well as Lusophone Africa.
Equal Partners we are in the Lord’s Vineyard! We
all need each other to pull through to fulfill the
Great Commission in these tumultuous times.
As one of my friends in South Africa said, “the
Great Commission is not under quarantine or lock
down”. This Gospel must be preached and the time
is now.
Let’s do it together.. Together for the Great
Commission… For the benefit of the unreached…To
the Glory of the Lord of the Harvest.
“From him the whole body, joined and held together
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself
up in love, as each part does its work”. Ephesians 4:16
NIV
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ONE GOD,
ONE PEOPLE,
ONE MISSION,
TWO DESTINATIONS.
By Ray Mensah

I

t was a usual
hot and sunny
Sunday afternoon in
Northern Botswana. I
was driving from our
base in Maun to an
unchurched village to
embark on a church
planting endeavor.
This was several years
ago when my wife
Cynthia and I served
as Missionaries in
Botswana.

I saw something
simple but
spectacular that
caught my attention.
It was a black horse,
a brown horse
and a white horse
all grazing together “in perfect harmony” by the
parts of the world including Africa is surely a wakeroadside. Of course, I knew there were horses of
up call for all people everywhere. There certainly are
different colours but that day, it hit me like a rocket
white racists, there are black racists and there are
or like a revelation: God is a God of variety and He
brown racists.
created both animals and humans of different shades
There is certainly racism in the Body of Christ and
and colours according to His purpose. After all
there is certainly racism in the global missions
variety they say, is the spice of life.
movement.
The animals don’t seem to
have any problems with
God created us all in His image... That sunny Sunday
their different skin colours,
So why do you look down on afternoon, I concluded
but humans do, I jokingly
sin was at the root of
someone created in God’s image that
remarked to my Team mates
it all. Its just sin which is
in the vehicle with me. Later
on, I also saw a white cow, a black cow and a brown
the root of this canker. It seems to be a very complex
cow all grazing together. Then recently on the
and complicated issue that has been in existence
mission-fields of Northern Ghana, I saw a whitish/
for generations but I believe strongly that if we deal
pinkish pig with her piglets having different colours,
with the root, we can find some lasting solutions.
some were whitish/pinkish, but some were black
God created us all in His image. Genesis 1:27 – “So
and some brownish/yellowish. WOW!! God is an
God created human beings in His own image. In the
amazing and a colourful Creator.
image of God He created them; male and female He
The George Floyd protests that hit the United States
created them”.
recently and spilled over to Europe and to other
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So why do you look down on someone created
in God’s image. My wife Cynthia observes that as
“the biggest insult to God” because everything He
created was good. Furthermore, when He created
man it is stated in Genesis 1:31 that “God saw all
that he had made, and it was very good”. Very good.
That is us His creatures, black or white or brown or
yellow!

are intentional about it. This is the intentionality that
we should all seek for today!
The Pastor of a church I used to attend when I was a
young man told us how he bought a white doll and
a black doll and he used it to teach his children that
the black doll was better than the white doll. Guess
what, I left that church.

We can’t fix one problem by creating another
problem. I thus became intentional about this and I
have taught my kids from day one that God created
us all equal. God created us all in His image no
Certainly Satan the deceiver is behind it and this is
matter our skin tone. We are one. We are one people
all as a result of the fall and the sinful nature that
with one God. Nobody is better than the other.
emerged.
Nelson Mandela was a hero in this area.
He made that remarkable statement
The work is too big for any of us ...
on race despite his immense suffering
that, we will truly understand and
at the hands of the white apartheid
government in South Africa. “...I have
speak one language of reaching the
dedicated my life to this struggle of the
lost together.
African people. I have fought against
white domination, and I have fought
This goes beyond skin colour. People of the same
skin tone have discriminated against each other
against black domination. I have cherished the
sometimes based on those who have lighter skin
ideal of a democratic and free society in which all
tones against those with darker skin tones and also
people will live together in harmony and with equal
many times based on tribalism. Tribalism in Africa
opportunities”.
is so horrible it has caused great havoc over the
That is what we all have to do. He led the way and
years with millions killed during multiple tribal wars
I challenge my fellow Christians to lead the way in
across the continent. I have seen its effects firsthand
this fight.
on the mission-fields in Northern Ghana where we
are working. Rwanda also comes to mind. In just
Can we move on? Can we have a
100 days in 1994, over 800,000 Tutsis were killed
by the majority Hutu tribe in that unforgettable
new beginning? Is it that simple?
genocide.
At the West African Senders Gathering in Abidjan,
Cote d’Ivoire in 2018, hosted by SIM, something
Can we be the Generation that
significant happened. There was a moment of
fixes this????
repentance and reconciliation. Leaders of the Global
North presents represented the Global North in
Rwanda on the flip side is currently that great
asking for forgiveness for all the wrongs they and
example and model for all of us. About five years
their forefathers have done to the people of the
ago, there was a missions mobilization conference
Global South. Reps of the Global South did the same
held in Accra and one of the mission leaders from
too and also asked for forgiveness. It was a solemn
Rwanda attended. During lunch one day, I asked
moment. There were tears, there was repentance,
him if he was a Hutu or Tsutisi. His response was
there were pleads for forgiveness and pleads for
.. “I am not allowed to say it” WOW!! I was so
reconciliation.
shocked. I didn’t understand what he was trying to
communicate fully but in the end I got it. To recover
from the genocide and to build a new society of
Enter Hannah
mutual respect for each other, they decided to not
After all, was said and done, a young lady from
focus on their tribal differences anymore but to live
Netherlands who was then dating a young man from
as “one people”.
Ghana and were both new to missions commented
Today, Rwanda is a shining star in the whole of
on what she had just observed. Someone she
Africa with its rapid development and advancement.
knew invited both of them to the historic missions
They have come out of the ashes and unbelievable
conference due to her new interest in missions.
tragedy. This shows this problem can be fixed if we
How then can something that God says is very good
be bad in the sight of other men?
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She boldly indicated that she was new to missions
and didn’t have the history or the baggage of Whiteblack issues of the past. To her, this was the 21st
Century and we should move on. It’s a new dawn.
It’s a new day. Labels like Global North and Global
South to her divided us. We are one people. We
are one church. We have one God. We have one
mission.
That was surely the end of the matter. No one
commented again. She put everything to rest and
into the right perspective.
I believe a number of people felt that she was naïve,
and very simplistic in her suggested solution.
My good friend Dave also noted that “Hannah’s
submission was quite controversial, but I get
her point. However, moving on, without, true
repentance, and purposefully changing our ways,
including affirmative actions, that will create equity
between people, will be somewhat burying our head
in the sand like the proverbial ostrich”
I agree with all of that. However, I asked myself that
day, Is that a new dawn? Is this a new Day? Is this a
new generation… who would not be colour- focused
and who would love and respect everyone as created
in the image of God.
I pray so. I really pray so. I pray that there would be
that new generation. The widespread George Floyd
protests revealed amongst other things that people
are really tired of this canker and desperately want
change across the world on this matter.
I highly commend my precious co-workers at
OneWay for being about what matters and not about
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colour. It’s about the Glory of God and its about the
unreached multitudes and not the skin colour of the
Team members. We have served together for twenty
years in unity and harmony to the Glory of God and
I believe there many organizations and churches like
that across the world. We need to celebrate these
good examples and we need to pull together in this
fight against the schemes of the devil to divide us
and sow seeds of discord and bitterness.
We are ONE PEOPLE. We have ONE GOD
and we have ONE MISSION. The GREAT
COMMISSION…to go make disciples of all nations.
That is what matters. The final destination of a
person is based on their relationship with Christ
Jesus, whether they accepted Him as their Lord
and Personal Savior. That is the only thing that will
separate men at the end of everything, not their skin
colour.
Two destinations - "Then they will go away to
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life." (Matthew 25:46).
Our Lord Jesus Christ made that very clear too
when he stated categorically in John 14:6; “I am
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me”. Nobody in all of
history has ever said anything so profound and
so audacious. Its is the simple truth that we as
Christians believe wholeheartedly.
These two destinations are what should propel us to
make the fulfillment of the Great Commission our
number one priority because our Father “desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth”.

A CHAT WITH

DR. MARGARET MENSAH
- A MEDICAL MISSIONARY.

Voice of Missions (VOM): Can you tell us about
yourself, your parents?

VOM: What in your childhood prepared you for
your missionary service?

Dr. Margaret Mensah (MM): My name is Margaret
Mensah, a medical doctor by profession. I graduated
from the Ghana Medical School as a Community
Health Specialist. I was born more than 7 decades
ago into a polygamous but very religious Roman

MM: I want to believe my training at the Convent
prepared me for what I am now doing. I had my
13th birthday at the convent where we were trained
to live a selfless life that is dedicated to the good
of mankind. We were expected to be rich in good

works. My professional training
Catholic family. I had all
I enjoy medical missions the
as a Community Health Officer
my education through a
most. I derive a lot of joy
also prepared me for the work of
Convent where I served
mission. I worked as a Commuas a Nun for 37 years. I
when I see the sick and the
became born again in 1999
nity Medical Officer for 9 years
vulnerable being healed
while serving at St. Luke’s
at the Manya Krobo District of
the Eastern Region. That period was the advent of
Hospital in Ejura. As a young convert, in 2002, I
AIDS /HIV in Ghana. I was involved in what was
joined my brother Apostle J.F.K. Mensah togethtermed “Meet them at home.” This was the means by
er with his family to Mauritania for 4 years under
which we ministered to AIDS patients then. I was
Pioneers Africa and I spent another 5 years serving
trained for selfless dedication to mankind and the
with Pioneers Ghana as a Medical Missionary at
need to show compassion.
Banda Ahenkro, in the Southern part of Sunyani.
Presently I am with Theovision, also as a Medical
VOM: Were family/friends supportive?
Missionary.
www.gemagh.org
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MM: I have and continue to enjoy
lots of support and encouragement
from my brother J.F.K Mensah and
his family.
VOM: Who or what was most
helpful in preparation times (Books/
People etc)
MM: As a single missionary, a book
by another single missionary, Dr.
Helen Roseveare was very helpful. It
still serves as a source of great inspiration to me.
VOM: If the clock could be turned
back, what changes (if any) would
you want to make in your personal
preparation for ministry or/missions?
MM: I will seek for training, i.e. preparatory trainings before venturing
into mission work.
VOM: What do you perceive are
your strengths in ministry/missions?
MM: I consider my love for rural
areas and my desire to lift people up
as my strengths.
VOM: What do you see as your
weak points in ministry/missions?
MM: I am too rash in making
decisions; often I don’t think or pray
through before making decisions. I
am like Peter “Lord, I will die with
you”.
VOM: What parts of missionary
work do you enjoy the most?
MM: I enjoy medical missions the
most. I derive a lot of joy when I see
the sick and the vulnerable being
healed. This is because I know it is
not our medicine that heals them
because more often than not, all that
we have to offer them was just our

First Aid medications.
VOM: What parts of missions would
you like a change or do differently?
MM: It will still be the issue of training. The need for training, spiritual
mapping, language acquisition, raising of prayer, and financial support
before venturing into the field and
the need to have mentors for wouldbe missionaries.
VOM: What is your greatest disappointment or disillusionment?
MM: None. The Lord has been
faithful, His grace has always been
sufficient.
VOM: What are your most treasured
memories?
MMM: When people turn away from
idols to Christ. I remember a Muslim
man in Mauritania who gave his life
to Christ and was going about with
Jesus Film video Cassettes even to
the point of playing it at the Mosque
before he was driven out; this is one
of my treasured memories.
VOM: In what specific ways has life
been richer because of your commitment to missions?
MM: When I was working as a Nun,
I experienced a lot of burn out but
working as a missionary is different;
because of the privilege of laying
every burden at the feet of the cross.
I have also enjoyed renewed strength.
VOM: What is/are your favorite
scripture(s) that relate to your experience?
MM: Psalm 121. The Lord used this
Psalm to lift me up at one of my very
low moments after which I received a
definite miracle. Also Psalm 103.

I remember a Muslim man in
Mauritania who gave his life to
Christ and was going about with
Jesus Film video Cassettes even
to the point of playing it at the
Mosque before he was driven
out; this is one of my treasured
memories.
VOM: Who is your missionary
model?
MM: Dr. Helen Roseveare
VOM: What advice will you give to
women or people who are in missions or about to go into missions?
MM: I will advise an aspiring
missionary not to be rash in making
decisions. They should seek training. Know themselves very well, as
in their individual strengths and
weaknesses, as well as their breaking
point. They should seek to know
the culture of the people group they
want to reach. They should be mature Christians, who observe regular
quite time and know the Bible. They
should work on character development before venturing into the
missionary field. They should seek to
know the specific area they will function in on the mission field and then
pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance or
direction.
VOM: What is your view on this
Covid-19 Pandemic?
MM: I see it as a wakeup call to
mankind to acknowledge the sovereignty of God. It is one of the signs
of the last days. Considering the
alarming increase in wickedness
and lawlessness in our society, even
in the church; it is a wakeup call to
discipleship and the need to go back
to the Bible.

Interview conducted by Rhoda Oluwkemi Appiah.
She is married with three children. She is a pioneering
missionary of Fullstature Missions International together
with her husband, Rev. Daniel Hyde Appiah. She is a
lover of God and His word, with an overwhelming desire
to see God's kingdom advance in every sphere of society.
Contact: kemiappiah@gmail.com
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62 people (39 Females 23 males) were baptized the same day to start a new church in the OTI region by the FAME Ghana Missionaries.

Go and make

Disciples
of all nations

PRAY THAT YAHWEH GOD SPEAKS TO THE
WORLD SITUATION OF COVID 19 - PSALM
29:3-11. When we are in difficult times, we need
the SAVIOR’S intervention and command.

PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES IN ACTIVE SERVICE
DURING COVID 19 PANDEMIC. Though there
are lockdowns in many communities, missionaries are hard at work. They need protection.

Pray that the voice of God will be heard in these times may the natural things HEAR THE CREATOR’S
VOICE. Luke 8: 24-25 The disciples went and
woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going
to drown!” He got up and rebuked the wind and
the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all
was calm. 25. “Where is your faith?” he asked his
disciples. In fear and amazement, they asked one
another, “Who is this? He commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him.”

Pray for organizations (eg medical mission groups)
whose staff and volunteers are deployed to offer
essential services worldwide. Remember Samaritan Purse’s huge support to America and other
places.

Remember those who are slipping into eternity without
Christ, that the GOSPEL OF SALVATION will
find/locate them before they die - death is inevitable. Heb 9:27.
PRAY FOR FRONTLINE HEALTH WORKERS AND
GOVERNMENTS TO RECOGNIZE THE
PLACE OF GOD IN THESE DEPRESSING
TIMES -Sampson Dorkunor

Pray for missions agencies raising and releasing funding to affected and deprived regions in the world.
Some missionary families are affected and need
intercession/help. May the spirit of generosity is
kindled in the face of human deprivations.
Remember the living conditions of mainline missionaries whose support depends on donations at
this time of international economic/health crisis.
WE MUST NOT ALLOW THE WOUNDED
SOLDIERS TO DIE –
PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES/WORKERS IN THE
CROSS-FIRE ZONES

www.gemagh.org
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FOCUS ON Adonai Partners
Short Term Missions with Long Term Impact

E

stablished in
October 2006,
Adonai Partners
has been strategically positioned to
impact a hurting
world - the poor, the vulnerable, and unreached people.
We are touching the world
with God’s love and compassionate action, giving people
a lift out of their conditions,
not just a handout. Inspired
by our Christian values, we
are committed to working
with some of Africa’s most
vulnerable communities towards human transformation
and serving all people in love
regardless of religion, race,
ethnicity, or gender.
Adonai Partners is a Christian
mission and development organization working
with vulnerable communities to address the needs
of those affected by the disease, war, and extreme
poverty. In practical ways, we’re bringing hope
through our medical, educational, spiritual, and
other community-based programs to demonstrate
God’s love.
Every year, Adonai Partners takes teams from
different countries on short-term mission trips to
Uganda, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, and Ghana. We are
committed to the biblical principle that love should
be demonstrated both verbally and by action;
therefore, in our short-term mission we proclaim
the message of Christ by words of hope and deeds
of compassion through medical and dental outreaches. During these trips, team members participate in a variety of activities, using their professional skills, knowledge and experience. We hold
the ignite Leadership and Missions Conferences
to encourage and equip host country nationals on
good leadership and to actively reach out to people
within and outside their communities who have no
opportunity to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Ministry opportunities also include sharing the gospel and personal testimonies through street dramas
in the slums and at indigenous ministries that focus
on street children. Team members engage in Prayer
Walk to meet the spiritual needs of the people as we
share the gospel and lead people to Christ.
In all countries, we look for opportunities to demonstrate God’s love in practical ways in the communities
we serve. An example is the community cleaning we
carried out in a slum in Gulu, Uganda a few years
ago. We swept, cut the grass, and cleaned the areas
around the homesteads picking up the trash. This act
of service not only reflects God’s love and His desire
for holiness and purity in our physical and spiritual
temples but models the value of good sanitation as a
sustainable approach to preventing common diseases. People prayed to receive Christ as we served
them!
Adonai Partners offers an opportunity to medical
and other professionals looking for a way to use their
skills, knowledge, and ability to make a real difference. Our short-term mission trips run for one to two
weeks; travel time included.

On a more long-term basis we seek partnership
opportunities that will strengthen Adonai Partners’
organizational capacity and growth. We believe
collaboration, if well planned and implemented can
enhance the effectiveness of our organizations and
increase our strategic influence in the continent for
the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
In Ghana, we serve among the Anufos in the North
Eastern region of Ghana. In Nansoni (a community
about 45 minutes ride from Chereponi, the district
capital) where we work, there was no Christian presence when we first engaged them in 2016. Through
the periodic medical outreaches and intermittent
engagement by team members, there is now a gradual growing body of believers. We engage the Anufos
through medical outreaches, skills training programs,
short-term stay ranging from one month to a year by
team members. We look forward to long term-missionaries also.
Even though the Anufos are Muslims, the community
folks welcome the idea of having a body of believers
among them. There is history on previous involvement of a church (Evangelical Presbyterian church)
with their fathers but they are currently Muslims.
The local council of churches in Chereponi affirm
that the Anufos were once largely evangelized by

some missionaries (mostly westerners from the EP
church) who came in the 60s. They did a lot of work
in the villages. At the time, there were just a handful
of Muslims. After they left in the 70s, Islam crept in
through social ties and norms.
The evidence of these missionaries is seen in the
Christian schools in the villages, Muslims having
Christian names and their receptivity to the Gospel.
The Anufos are Muslims because there has not been
enough Christian engagement since the Missionaries
left. The local council advised that any missionary
work among the Anufos should have strong discipleship programs inclusive.
The Harvest among the Anufos is ripe. Their population is about 101,000. Who will spend a year, two or
more with them to see them come and stay in Christ?
Who will support those available to go?
Editor’s Note:
To volunteer to sere with Adonai Partners or to support their ongoing work, please contact them through
the following links:
Phone: +233(0) 26 944 1977
Email: sandra@adonaipartners.org
Website: adonaipartners.org
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Focus on
The King’s Village, Ghana
MEDICAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS AND
THE FIGHT AGAINST THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC

Healing people of their diseases and sicknesses was
part of Jesus ministry and the preaching of the Gospel.
“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.
News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill
with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having
seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them" (Matthew 4:23-25 (NIV).

The King’s Medical Centre was established as part of the Medical Outreach arm
of the King’s Village, Ghana and is a member of the Christian Health Association
of Ghana (CHAG). As a Christian Health facility and a member of CHAG, the
King’s Medical Centre seeks to extend the Healing Ministry of Christ through
the provision of excellent Health Care to the poor in rural communities of the
Kumbungu and Tolon Districts of the Northern Region of Ghana.
In response to the felt Health needs of the people in the area and following an
in-depth needs assessment and wide community consultation, the King's Village
opened a Medical Centre in April 2006. For a district of 160,000 people, the King's
Medical Centre is the only health facility that offers a variety of intensive medical
services and provided the first Doctor to ever work full time in the two districts.
Beginning as a small clinic in June 2006 with the first ever doctor to ac cept full
posting to the then Tolon-Kumbungu district in the person of Dr. Felicia AmooSekyi working with only 2 nurses and a few supporting staff, the Hospital now
has 3 doctors, 1 Pharmacist, over 60 nurses and over 30 other supporting staff.
Between them they see over 100 people on an outpatient and inpatient rotation
basis daily.
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FACING A GLOBAL MEDICAL EMERGENCY
How an outbreak of a disease in a small local community
in the City of Wuhan, China can spread to every corner of
the Globe, shut down major economies of the world, and
threaten every human endeavor in the world has brought
home what it means to be living in a Global Village. Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General has
said that “COVID-19 is an unprecedented pandemic requiring
extraordinary global solidarity to urgently respond.” Also
Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director has also noted that
COVID 19 “is an extraordinary emergency that demands an
extraordinary response, and we need all-hands on deck—
individuals, corporations, foundations, governments and
other organizations around the world.”
The outbreak of the Pandemic is perhaps the greatest
challenge the world has ever faced and more so for Health
facilities around the Globe including the King’s Medical
Centre. The King’s Medical Centre is making a lot of effort in

Nutritionist checking on Malnourished Child in a Village

the fight against the disease here in the Northern Region of Ghana. The King’s Medical Centre forms
part of the Broader effort by the Government of Ghana and the Ghana Health Services to stop the
outbreak and spread of COVID 19 especially in communities within the district. As an organization,
the King’s Village believe that the Hospital forms a very small but significant part of the Global
Emergency Response to fight the Pandemic.
Ghana has so far had 24,988 confirmed cases with 21,067 recoveries and 139 deaths. The majority of
the cases are in Southern Ghana with Greater Ac cra Region registering 13,690 and Ashanti Region
registering 5,259 confirmed cases. There are 267 confirmed cases in Northern Region with a few
suspected cases in the Kumbungu and Tolon districts but so far they all turned out negative. We are
yet to receive any confirmed cases.
As a health facility serving the rural poor in Africa, running the Hospital from the beginning of the
Pandemic to date, presented one of the greatest challenges to the King’s Village as an organization.
We are happy that we have this great opportunity to serve God and represent the Church to help
keep the world safe from COVID 19 and its long-term impact. We are excited that in a very humble
way, the King’s Village could be part of the efforts in the world in this global emergency. The following
are some of the things we have done and put in place to help fight the Pandemic.
For us as an organization, our main objective was to do our best to help reduce the social impact
of the disease in the Districts of Kumbungu and Tolon especially among women, children and
vulnerable social groups. As a general precaution and in line with the Government directives, the
King’s Village immediately closed down the two rural schools in the Kumbungu and the Tolon
districts and temporarily stopped all church meetings and outreach activities .
PROTECTING OUR FRONTLINE STAFF
At the onset of the Pandemic, the King’s Village
set itself to work with the Medical Professionals
to face the present medical emergency and
to keep the hospital running to ensure the
protection of the staff of the hospital and the
general population. Our first priority was to
protect our medical staff from the infection
knowing that they will be the frontline team in
the fight against the disease in the Kumbungu
and Tolon Districts.

Public Health Staff on an Outreach
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COVID SCREENING AND MONITORING
Locally, at the onset of the Pandemic and
before the Lock Down by the Government,
the King’s Medical Centre had already begun
implementation of some key measures to
enhance its infection control procedure
already in place at the hospital. We established
Screening Stations at the Hospital and all
patients entering the hospital were screened,
their temperature taken, and they were
required to provide information on travel
history, symptoms and contacts as well as wash
their hands before they enter the Hospital.
We still continue to do that and will keep
that going as a routine part of the Hospital’s
operation. Now we have added the wearing of
Masks in the Hospital and those who comes to
the hospital without a mask are encouraged to
buy one at the entrance.
SOURCING PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
Many people around the world involved in
procuring logistics for the management of
hospitals and Health Centres will acknowledge
how cost of hospital supplies so quickly
skyrocketed. One major challenge the Hospital
faced was procuring enough PPE for our
enhanced infection control protocols in the
Hospital. This is an ongoing critical need and
several partners have responded and continue
to make donations.
PROTECTING THE MOST VULNERABLE
A key aspect of the Medical Centre is
Malnutrition rehabilitation. At the Nutrition
Centre we sent home most of the mothers on
admission with their children apart from the
very critically ill and most vulnerable. They were
sent with some packs of Therapeutic feed to
continue their treatment at home and will be
monitored routinely by the Nutrition Officers
with a scheduled supply of therapeutic feed.
They can phone the Nutrition Officers at any
time for advice.
PUBLIC HEALTH OUTREACH
As part of the King’s Medical Centre efforts
to help contain any outbreak and local
transmission of COVID-19 in the Kumbungu
District and its surrounding communities, the
Public Health Unit took the initiative to start a
radio program at the community Radio Station,
Simli Radio to educate the public on various
aspect of the disease, how it spreads and how
people can protect themselves. They also went
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from community to community to organize
durbars with the chiefs and people to educate
them.
After the announcement by the President of
the Republic to lockdown Ac cra and Kumasi on
30th March 2020, most of the ‘Kaayayee’ (Head
Porter Girls who carry loads for people) girls
started returning back to Tamale from these 2
cities where there was a clear evidence of local
transmission of COVID-19. The implication was
that these returnees could be carrying the virus
back into the various communities that the
Hospital serves but were asymptomatic. The
Medical Centre realized that if this situation
is left unchecked, the frontline staff and all
other supporting staff members will be at high
risk of getting infected if these returnees start
reporting to the facility with advanced signs
and symptoms of COVID-19.
They therefore conduct a community
surveillance to collate basic demographic
information of all ‘kaayayee’ returnees in the
Kumbungu and Tolon Districts and helped their
families to isolate them for at least two weeks
on their return.
CONCLUSION
As the only hospital serving a population
of over 165,000 people, the King’s Medical
Centre is uniquely positioned to help lead
the fight against the spread of COVID 19 in
the Kumbungu and the Tolon Districts. To
keep our health workers and the vulnerable
people protected on a continuous basis is very
challenging. We are however encouraged in
the Lord who has commissioned His work in
the North to help us to continue to save lives
and will appreciate your prayers. For more
information on the work of the King’s Village,
please visit our website at www.tkvg.org.uk.
Rev. Ben and Marion Owusu-Sekyere
Assemblies of God Missionaries, Founders,
The King’s Village Ghana
Editors Note:To support the good work of The
Kings Village, please contact them through- ben.
owususekyere@thekingsvillage.org

INTRODUCING MEANINGFUL LIFE
INTERNATIONAL AND THE DORON
MEDICAL CENTER
Meaningful Life International
(MLI), a Christian Non-Denominational and Non-Governmental Organization registered
under the Department of Social
Welfare in Ghana and a member of Ghana Evangelical Missions Association (GEMA), was
established in 2006 by a group
of Christians of various professional backgrounds with the
passion for winning souls and
bringing relief to our brothers
and sisters in the rural communities through the provision
of fresh water, medical care,
medical care, leadership development among others.
MEDICAL OUTREACH
In most of the rural communities we operate, medical care is
seen as a privilege rather than
a right. Residents in these parts
of Ghana lack access to hospi-

tals, clinics and health centers
whiles the few privileged ones
cannot afford their medical
bills. As a result, Meaningful
Life International since 2007
has been sending mobile medical clinics with teams of medical doctors and nurses to the
doorsteps of some selected deprived communities like Aveme,
Sabadu, Tsorxor, Mensakrom,
Amanase , Roll call, Torgbekorpe, Deti, Adaheta, Ayitepa,
Okoshibiri Gorm etc to offer
free medical care to them.
We give free medications and
treatment to the people and
also give referrals to serious
cases that need critical attention. So far, we have reached
out to a total of eighty-five
communities in Ghana with our
free medical care program. An
estimated number of 19,500
people have been directly im-

pacted with these outreaches.
As an organization, we are
aware of the current pandemic,
Covid-19 happening around the
world that has caused many to
lose their lives. The pandemic
has undoubtedly caused a global social instability and serious
economic challenges. So called
strong and powerful economies
are crumbling and many people
are being rendered jobless.
Fear and despair seem to be
the order of the day. As a faithbased organization, Meaningful
life international is presenting
a message of hope to the world.
We are working with the communities we work in to provide
education on Covid-19, signs
and symptoms, how it spread,
prevention and treatment to
better equip them to protect
their families and loved ones.
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We are indeed overwhelmed by the challenges
that confront us in these communities but we have
no excuse to fold our arms. We intend to mobilize
resources to purchase hand sanitizers, food items
and other essentials for the people in the deprived
communities.

Meaningful Life established the Doron Medical
Center in 2017.

THE DORON MEDICAL CENTER (DMC)
The Doron Medical Center is a 24 hours full-service hospital set up with the desire to improve access to health care in the communities of Afienya,
Appolonia, Tema and beyond. Doron prides itself
in being a Christian facility that believes in quality, coordinated, comprehensive, compassionate,
Cost-effective and patient-centered care.
As part of our corporate social responsibility,
DMC has embarked on several free medical
outreaches in some deprived communities and
institutions in Ghana. Among these communities/
institutions are; Asadame, Savior Children Orphanage (Kasoa), Alikekope, Ashiaman, Madina,
Koforidua, Ho, Afienya and New Jerusalem. We
have also organized medical outreaches for the
following churches; Grace Baptist Church, Global
Evangelical Church and Apostolic Church all in the
Afienya District.
In all, a total number of 2700 people befitted from
our medical outreaches
As a health facility, Doron Medical Center is taking the following steps in the wake of the deadly
Covid-19 pandemic happening around the world;
1. Constant education or Training on the prevention of COVID-19 by DMC for all clients as well as
individuals in the community.
2. Management of DMC has made a clear and
outlined protocol for all staff to follow to prevent
and avoid the spread of COVID-19.
3. Management has also made available soap
with running water and enough hand sanitizers at
advantage points within the facility to encourage
frequent washing and sanitizing of hands.
4. Availability of PPE’s to protect all staff.
5. Availability of affordable alcohol hand rubs at
different volumes for all members of the Community and clients of DMC.

Editors Note: To support the good work of
MLI and the Doron Medical Center, please
contact them through the following links:
Phone: +233 (0) 244 644 331
Email: meaningfulifemissions@gmail.com
Website: http://mlighana.org
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19
ON MISSIONS IN GHANA:
A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS
COMPILED BY GEORGE GUMAH
Background to the Survey
The Covid-19 virus has raised great concerns across
many countries, religious blocks and ideological
fraternities. The world is at war with an unknown
enemy. Scientists are at their wits end trying to understand and find the best solutions to this pandemic. Most countries for the first time have closed their
borders and put their citizens on lockdown with
other restrictive measures to control the spread of
the virus. The pandemic continues to influence the
way mission organizations work both administratively and on the field in terms of resource mobilization and allocations, ministry dynamics, recruitments and leadership decisions. As an association it
is prudent to have a fair idea and a general overview
of the state of all members. Therefore, it was necessary to assess how the pandemic has affected GEMA
members and to understand how member organizations are coping and adjusting since the onset of the
virus.

The Survey and Report
The survey was designed specifically for leaders of
each member organization to help GEMA have a
broad understanding of how member organizations
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and
to understand how the phenomenon has influenced
leadership decisions and organizational operations.
Most of the questions allowed leaders to choose
from multiple choices through predefined options
provided and some required free text answers. The
survey has given GEMA insights into the state of
member organizations in these times and thus given
GEMA the leverage to serve member organizations
better and prepare for future unforeseen occurrences.
Leaders from about 40 organizations received the
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survey questions through google forms. The questions were not restrictive and leaders had the option
of answering questions that were appropriate and
applicable to them. This explains why there are
varying responses in the analysis. At the time this
article was written, 17 leaders had responded which
is less than 50 percent of the expected responses.
Comments from those who have completed the
survey shows that the exercise is helpful and timely.
The majority of the respondents were mission-based
agencies and few of them were church-based.

Important Insights
The survey was comprehensive and touched every
facet of a typical mission agency which represents
a good spread of how the pandemic has affected
mission activities in Ghana. In this article we want
to highlight those that relate to some administrative
issues, and short- and long-term missionary activities. The purpose of this section is thus to present
the analysis and interpretation of the survey and not
intended to evaluate any individual organization.
The discussion is divided into six major sections
with sub-themes to provide detail interpretations of
the responses received during the survey.

Section One: General Organizational Management
The first area the survey seeks to highlight is related
to issues that are high on the priority list of management of mission organizations vis-à-vis the COVID-19 pandemic. In this section, leaders were asked
questions that would help GEMA to understand key
decisions member organizations are taking to regulate activities of staff and other resources to provide
timely and sustainable mode of operation.

1.
Covid-19 Response Team for
the Organizations

3. Workers Providing Essential
Services

The result of the survey shows that majority of mission organizations have put in place a response team
to help their organization manage and plan resources
including workers under the organization. The respondents in this category make up 64.7% of the total
response. About 36% of the respondent indicated that
they have no response team in place.

Respondents identified five major category of staff
that provide essential services working from their
various offices. These categories of staff included
those in the Finance Management and Administration (75%), Facility Management (37.5%), Human
resources (31.3%) and Information Technology
(25%) in the order of priority. Mobilization and
Member Care both had 4 responses each (25%).

Figure 3: Which category of your staff work from the
office as essential services (16 responses)
Figure 1: Do you have a Covid-19 response team
for management and planning? (17 responses)

2.

Key Management Decisions

A question was asked to ascertain key management
decisions that had been taken by individual organizations as at June, 2020. The concept and the data
provided gave an overall understanding of major
decisions taken by various organizations in response
to the increase in cases of Covid-19 in Ghana. Most
responses (85.7%) showed that staff of most organizations were made to work from home as a precautionary measure. Other significant management decisions
were suspending field activities and planning to cut
finances as represented by 35.7% (5 responses) and
14.3% (2 responses) respectively.

Figure 2: What has been some of your response as
of June, 2020? (14 responses)

The pandemic continues to influence
the way mission organizations work both
administratively and on the field
4. Impact of Covid-19 on Staff work
The impact of Covid-19 on the activities of staff was
also assessed based on time allocations and focus
of work. It is essential to note that majority (50%)
of member organizations indicated that staff had
minimal work and are waiting for decisions to be
made about long term strategy. Other organizations
are taking extra time for planning and administrative
task (50%), Continuing to recruit and carry out task
virtually (37.5%) and some are re-tasking to support
other areas of need (18.8%). These actions show how
member organizations are adjusting to fulfil their
mandate and achieve their desired results.

Figure 4: What is the impact of Covid-19 on office
staff? (16 responses)
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Section 2: Assessment of Impact on Field
Workers

3.
Decision to return to the
field

Management of field staff is a critical part of member organization in responding to Covid-19 situation nationally and
providing specific care for missionaries.

DA reverse question was asked to ascertain
how many of the missionaries who left the
field had gone back at the time of the survey.
The response showed 43% of the missionaries who left the field have returned to the
field and more than half (60%) have not
returned to the field yet. It is also important
to note that home missionaries were at post
and some expatriate missionaries went back
home.

1.

Support for Field Missionaries

Figure 4, provides an understanding of the support member organizations have given to their field missionaries. The response
is widespread and shows the efforts organizations are making
to help field missionaries cope in these times. Answers to these
questions reveal that 82.4% of leaders considered increased
prayer and intercession for missionaries. Another huge support
given to field staff are in the area of increased communication
(76.5%). The rest of support indicated were spread across providing logistical needs for virtual meetings (52.9%), providing
increased funds for immediate needs (58.8%) and mobilizing
mission care for missionaries (29.4%).

Figure 7: Have some of your field missionaries
returned to the field now? (10 responses)

Figure 5: What have been some of the support your organization
has given to your field missionaries? (17 responses)

2.

Decision to leave the field

When we asked whether some of the missionaries had left the
field, majority (76.5%) of the respondents indicated “No”. However, a significant number of leaders (23.5%) also responded
“Yes”.

Feedback from
respondents
show innovative
ways field
workers are
continuing with
their ministry
activities.
Figure 6: Did some of your field missionaries
have to leave the field? (17 responses)
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4.
Innovative ways Field
workers are continuing with
their Ministry
Feedback from respondents show innovative
ways field workers are continuing with their
ministry activities. This suggested some ways
missionaries are coping to execute their tasks.
Most frequent ways field missionaries are
continuing with their ministry are through
disciple making groups/ home fellowships
which makes up 76.9% of all the responses
received. Missionaries are disciplining people
through audio bible listening groups. There
are other ways missionaries have adopted to
continue with their ministry such as organizing intercessory prayer for people (64.7%),
Social media (58.8%), door-to-door (52.9%),
and radio and television (41.2%). As a means
of showing compassion to their communities, some missionaries are involved in social
interventions and meeting felt needs (64.7%)
as a bridge to sharing the gospel. Very few
respondents (5.9%) showed no activity.

on donations that are needed for member organizations to thrive and support workers frequently.

1.
Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic
of Donations

Figure 8: What have been some innovative ways your
field missionaries are continuing with their ministry?
(17 responses)

5.
Priority Decisions for Field
Workers
Respondents were further asked questions relating
to important decisions management is taking in
terms of existing and potential field workers. The
responses show that leadership of member organizations put premium on existing members and
are keen in walking through with them during this
COVID-19 pandemic. High on the priority list is
providing consistent prayer for missionaries (88.2%)
and caring for the welfare of field workers (82.4%).
There is a significant focus on the protection of
workers (61.5%) and communicating with missionaries as well as evaluating their work (53.8%).
Few responses show that some organizations are
also providing training for field workers (30.8%)
and some are recruiting new field workers (15.4%).
The responses seem to be focused more on workers
rather than the task

The current state of donations was also assessed
through the survey to understand how the pandemic has affected the number of donor and the
frequency of giving to mission organizations. Most
responses (9 out of 17) from organizations show that
donations to mission organizations have declined.
Unfortunately, a significant number of respondents representing 41.2% (7 out of 17) indicated that
some donors have dropped off. None reported any
addition to the current number of donors. Three (3)
respondent were not sure at the time of the survey
about the status of donations. There is some good
news as well, as 3 out of 17 respondents indicated
“donations remaining the same”.

Figure 10: What has happened to your donations?
(17 responses)

2.
Ways Organizations are Staying in Touch with Donors:

Figure 9: What is the most important priority right
now for your organization with regards to your field
workers? (17 responses)

Section 3: Donor and Finance Related Issues
Finances drive the work of missions and donors
are integral part of the sending and survival of
any mission organization. It was therefore necessary to understand the impact of the pandemic

In view of the risk involved in movement and the
ongoing review of restrictions, the survey sought to
find out some of the effective ways member organizations are staying in touch with their donors. It was
encouraging to note that most organizations (76.5%)
are providing prayer support for donors. A considerable number of respondents indicated that their
organization increased their interaction with donors
(64.7%) and others are having virtual meetings with
donors (58.8%) to give them updates. Two (2) out of
17 responded that they have visited or are planning
to visit donors. Some respondents explained that
their sending church is mainly responsible for their
finances.
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1.
Status of Short-term teams
and activities:

Figure 11: What are some of the ways your organization is staying in touch with donors? (17 responses)

3. Impact on Organizational
Projects:
Data from responses to the question of how the
pandemic have affected income generating ventures
operated my mission organizations give a picture on
the severity of the pandemic on their operation. The
graph in Figure 11 shows that there is significant
impact of the pandemic as represented by mildly
affected (22.2%) and highly affected (44.4%). About
40% of the respondents indicated that their projects
are not affected. The survey however, did not include
aspects of projects that were affected.

The first area we analyzed is related to the status of
all short-term teams and activities as were in the
pipeline or were expecting to happen. The responses
showed that most mission organizations were “cancelling short-term trips to certain places” (71.4%).
Some organization were considering “Cancelling
all short-term trips for the year” (42.9%), “Slowing
recruitments and alerting potential teams to make
adjustment” (35.7%), while others are “cancelling
short-term trips indefinitely” (14.3%). There was
no indication of any organization continuing with
recruitment in anticipation of easing restrictions.

Figure 13: What is the status of all short-term teams
and activities? (14 responses)

2.
Orientation and Training for
New Workers

Figure 12: How has the pandemic affected income
generating Projects? (9 responses)

A question was asked on the plans mission organizations have for orientation and training in relation
to new workers who are preparing for the field. The
responses in Figure 12 shows that majority of organizations were going virtual (40%) with their orientation and training programs. Other organizations
are postponing (30%) their orientation and training
programs while others are evaluating probable
options (20%). Only one respondent indicated they
had cancelled their orientation program.

Section 4: Short- And Long-Term
Activities
Short-term and long-term activities keeps both
field and base workers busy. It also indicates a
level of interactions between the base and field,
and also between the organization and partners/
churches. This section also includes activities of
new missionaries preparing to go to the field.
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Figure 14: What are the plans for orientation and
training programs for new missionaries? (12 responses)

3.
Availability of Contingency
Plans for Long-term workers
This is another area that saw a broad response from
all the respondents as we sought to understand the
contingency plans made by organizations in different ways in order to serve long-term workers and
keep the work sustained. Many (57.1%) specified
that they have contingency plans for both church
partnerships and the same percentage indicated
having contingency plans for member care. Other
significant areas organizations have contingency
plans are related to fundraising in terms of engaging
donors and soliciting for funds (50%), processing
and receipting donations (35.7%). Refer to Figure 14
for other details.

Figure 16: What are the primary tools used by your
organization for virtual meeting? (17 responses)

2.
Effectiveness of Virtual Meetings in Fulfilling Organizational
Mandate
The effectiveness of having meetings virtually were
also assessed. The graph (Figure 16) shows clearly
that member organizations view their virtual platforms as effective (47.1%) and very effective (17.6%).
This shows how technology has been harnessed by
mission agencies during this crisis to stay relevant
and fulfil their mandate.

Figure 15: Do you have contingency plans for longterm workers in some critical areas? (14 responses)

Section 5: Technology
As majority of member organizations were going virtual with their meetings, it was essential
to understand the array of tools they are using,
how effective virtual meetings have been and
the accompanying challenges that disrupts the
smooth running of meetings.

1.
Primary Tools for Virtual
Meetings
Fifteen respondents (88.2%) indicated that they prefer to use the Zoom app for their virtual meetings.
The second preferred platform for virtual meetings
is through WhatsApp (82.4%) and the third option
is through phone conference calls (47.1%). The rest
of the platforms that are occasionally used includes
Google Hangout/Meet, skype, MS Teams, Telegram,
mail chimp and emails.

Figure 16: How effective have virtual meetings been
in executing your mandates? (17 responses)

3.
Challenges Organizations
Face in Running their Virtual Meetings:
Twelve (92.3%) of respondents chose “unstable
connectivity” as a major challenge they face as they
utilize virtual platforms for meetings. This mostly
depends on location and network subscriptions.
Logistical challenges (30.8% of respondents) is the
second challenge mission organizations encounter
in their virtual meetings. Two of the respondents
representing 15.6% also acknowledged that there
is little know-how of the platforms used for virtual
meetings. Very few respondents found it difficult
identifying the right platform to use.
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2.
Innovative Ways Churches
Are Continuing their Activities:

Figure 18: What has been some of the challenges in
running your virtual meetings? (17 responses)

The survey asked respondents what innovative ways
their churches are continuing their activities and
gave them five options. The survey response shows
a good spread of avenues and platforms adopted by
churches to continue with meetings despites the ongoing threat of the virus. Major ways of organizing
church service are through online (69.2%), home
cells (46.2%) and sending recorded messages sent to
members (38.5%).

Section 6: Church Related Issues
The survey included two questions that explored
areas related to decisions to return to church
services and innovative ways of continuing with
church activities as most mission organizations
have members who lead churches.

1.

Decision of Church Services:

In times like this, it requires a lot of deliberations
and processes for leaders to take critical decisions on
church service depending on risk assessments and
logistical support to keep members safe. Majority of
the respondents (64%) reported that no decision had
been made to return to church. While other leaders
were in the process of making their decision, others
had already decided to return to church (18%).

Figure 19: Have you gone back to church? (15 responses)
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Figure 19: What are some innovative ways your
church is having meetings? (13 responses)

Conclusion:
Most of the respondents reacted positively about
the survey and we hope the outcomes of this survey
will provide insights into gabs that needs to be filled.
We also hope that the survey will provide solutions
to challenges that exist in member organizations so
that organizations thrive and serve their members
better especially during this covid-19 pandemic. The
responses received from member organizations suggests the efforts of leadership to provide assistance
and make available safe platforms for their members
to continue with their core mandate. It is our hope
that leaders and staff of GEMA member organizations will collaborate together as they share ideas on
how each member organization can work effectively
and filling all foreseeable gabs.

UNREACHED PEOPLE
FOCUS: KOTOKOLI OF
GHANA
The Kotokoli people in West Africa have their homeland in three
main countries namely Benin, Togo, and Ghana. Kue (Que),
in the Oti Region is their hometown in Ghana. They are very
organised in communities all over the country with sub-chiefs
who represent the paramount chief in their respective locations.
They are very influential in trade and business in the big cities
and also hardworking farmers.
Population: 163,000
Main Religion: Islam
% Christianity: 0.50%
% Christianity: 0.10%
Main Language: Tem
Bible: Yes (NT and Portions of the Bible)
Audio Bible: No (Story of Jesus/ Bible
Teaching)
Jesus Film: Yes

(Source: Joshua Project)

Pray for the Kotokoli People:
1. Pray that God will send more workers to specifically
focus on the Kotokoli people.
2. Pray that churches in the big cities will intentionally
reach out to the Kotokoli people through social intervention,
media, and the internet.
3. Pray that the force of Islam would be broken over the
Kotokoli people.
4. Pray for all secret believers who live among Kotokoli
communities to grow strong as the Spirit of God empowers
them to life a life of obedience that pleases God.
5. Pray for more indigenous Christians to respond to the
call to reach their people.
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UNREACHED PEOPLE
FOCUS: AWAN OF
PAKISTAN
The Awan people in Pakistan are staunch Islamic adherents who have a strong history with the British. They
are mainly located in six states with Punjab having the
highest of their population with over 3 million Awan
people. Their main source of livelihood is farming.
Population: 5,422,000
Main Religion: Islam
% Christianity: 0.00%
% Christianity: 0.00%
Main Language: Punjabi,
Western
Bible: Yes (NT)
Audio Bible: Yes
Jesus Film: Yes

(Source: Joshua Project)

Pray for the Awan People:
1. Pray that the Lord will break the stronghold of
Islam over the Awan people which has been their
legacy over many centuries.
2. Pray that the Spirit of God will prepare their
hearts to receive the gospel.
3. Pray that God will remove the veil and scales of
deceit that hinder them from embracing the truth
of the gospel.
4. Pray that Christians from other parts of Pakistan
will respond to the call to reach the Awan people.
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GILLBT
WORKS IN

40

LANGUAGES INCLUDING
SIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATION

“We believe mother tongue literacy and the word of
God in our mother tongue is the most effective way to
build vibrant churches and transform our societies.”

The first monday of every month

Your Support Can Help Transform Lives!
Stanbic Bank (Tamale Branch)
GILLBT Operation Cover The Land
9040006447613

MoMo Number:
0541980637

GHANA INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTICS, LITERACY AND BIBLE TRANSLATION
Serving through Linguistics, Literacy and Bible Translation
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Box OS-3063, Osu-Accra-Ghana / P. O. Box 7382, Kumasi / P. O. Box TL 378, Tamale
church-engagement_donor@gillbt.org / communication_gillbt@gillbt.org
The Voice of Missions Special Edition 2020050 132 9465 / 050 149 9407 / 050 138 5894
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